Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




JX?' 



V^»".W 






•J 



/ 



<^ 



/£. 



-41 







/^yy 



DISCOURSES 



O M 



VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 

TO WHICH ARS ADDED, 

CONSIDERATIONS 



ON 



PLURALITIES, 



BY SAMUEL DISNEY, LL.B. 
LATE VICAR OF HALSTEAD, ESSEX. 



WITH 



PREFACE. 



BY JOHN DISNEY, D.D. F.S.A. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR J. JOHNSON, NO. 72, ST. PAUL's 

CHURCH-YARD; 

AKO J* AND J. MERRILL, CAMBRIDGE. 

MDCCLXXXTIZI. 



7J 



# « 



CONTENTS. 



iMMMi 



PREFACE, p. IX. 



DISCOURSE I. 

GALATIANS VI. 9. 

« 

LET US NOT BE WEARY IN WELL-DOING : FOR, IN 
DUE SEASON) WE SHALL REAP, IF WE FAINT 
NOT. p. I. I 

DISCOURSE IL 



/r 



I PETER IV. 18. 

IF THE RIGHTEOUS SCARCELY BE SAVED, WHERE 
SHALL THE UNGODLY, AND THE SINNER AP- 
PEAR ? p. 17. 

DISCOURSES III, AND IV. 

I KLINOS XVIII. 21. 

AND ELIJAH CAME UNTO ALL THE PEOPLE, AND 
SAID, HOW LONG. HALT YE BETWEEN TWO OPI- 
NIONS i IF THE LORD BE GOD, FOLLOW HIM ; 
BUT IF BAAL, THEN FOLLOW HIM. p. 3I, and 49, 

a 2 D I S« 



iv CON^^ENTS. 



DISCOURSE V. 

PSALM CXIX. 9. 

WHEREWITHAL SHALL A YOUNG MAN CLEANSE HIS 
WAY ? EVEN BY RULING HIMSELF AFTER THY 
WORD. p. 67. 

DISCOURSE VL 

ACTS XIV. 8 10; 

AND THERE SAT A CERTAIN MAN AT LYSTRA^ IM- 
POTENT IN HIS FEET) BEING A CRIPPLE FROM HIS 
mother's WOMB, WHO NEVER HAD WALKED. 

\ THE &AME HEARD PAUL SPEAX : WtiO, STEAD'' 
FASTLY BEHOLDING HIM, AND PERCEIVING THAT 
HE HAD FAITH TO BE HEALED, SAID, WITH A 
LOUD VOICE, STAND UPRIGHT ON THY FEET. AND 
HE LEAPED AND WALKED, p. 85. 

DISCOURSE VII. 

EPHESIANS IV. I. 

I THEREFORE, THE PRISONER OfF THE LORD, BE- 
SEECH YOU, TO WALK WORTHY OF THE VOCA- 
TION WHEREWITH YE ARE CALLED, p. ICXJ. 



DI S- 



CONTENTS. 



.DISCOURSE VIIL 

KOMANS III. 28«. 

THEREFOItE, WB CONCLUDE THAT A MAN IS JUS« 
TIFIfeiD BY FAITH, WITHOUT THE DEEDS OF THE 
LAW. 

AND, 

JAMES II. 14. 

YE SEE, THEN, HOW THAT BY WORKS A MAN tS 
JUSTIFIED, AND NOT BY FAITH ONLY, p. laf. 

DISCOURSE IX. 

GAtATIANS v. 6. 

SOSL IN CHRIST JESUS NEITHER CIRCUMCISION 
AVAILETH ANY THING, NOR UNCIRCUMCISION | 
BUT FAITH WftlCH WORKETH BY LOVE. 

AND, 

GALATIANS VI. I5. 

f<>R IN CHRIST JESUS I$EITH£R CIRCUMCISION 
AVAILETtf ANY THING, NOR UNCIRCUMCISION J 
BUT A NEW CREATURE, p. I49. 



a 3 BIS- 



vi CONTENTS. 



DISCOURSES X, AMD XI. 

/ 

2 PETER I. 5. 
WHEREFORE, GIVIKG ALL DILIGENCE, ADD TCf VOVR 

FAITH, VIRTUE, p- 167, and 191, 

DISCOURSES XII, AND xm. 



// JOB XXII, ai. 






ACQUAINT NOW THYSELF WITH HIM, AND BE AT 

PEACE, p. 217, and 233. 

DISCOURSES XIV, XV, and XVI. 

MATTHEW XXII. 4O. 

©N THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS, HANG ALL THE 
LAW AND THE PROPHETS, p. 249, 263, and 279, 

D I S e O U R.S E XVII. 

PHILIPPIANS III. 7, 8. 

BUT WHAT THINGS WEkE GAIN TO ME, THOSE 1 
COUNTED LOSS FOR CHRIST. YEA, *DOUBTLESS, 
AND I COUNT ALL THINGS BUT LOSS, FOR THR 
EXCELLENCY OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST 
JESUS MY LORD. p. 295. 

DIS- 



CONTENTS. vii 



DISCOURSES XVIH, XIX, akd XX. 

PHILIPPIANS in. 8. 
A,NO DO COUNT THEM BUT DUNG, THAT I MAY 

WIN CHRIST, p. 315, 335, and 355. 



CONSIDERATIONS ON PLURALITIES, p. 375. 



ERRATA. 



P. 261, line 4 from bottom, dele *' will." 
383, line II, after « it," add «' is." 
385, line 12, for « of," read ♦< from" each other. 



( ix ) 



R E F A C E. 



4«M|iMi*n^M«MM*i 



The publication of the following Dif^ 
courfes, and of the Confiderations on plura- 
lities, will not be improperly introduced 
by afhort account of the writer of them. 

I am perfuaded, that thofe perfons who 
were wdl acquainted with our author will 
derive no fmall fatisfadlion from contem- 
plating afrefh, the excellencies of a cha- 
ra<aer which they refpefted and admired 
white living, and will honour now dead. 
Among others, who knew him not, there 
are many who will rejoice to be told of fo 
much worth, and that being dead, he fpcak- 
rth to tbetti in the following difcourfes. 

In the courfe of a few months, I loft 

% 

two greatly efteeftied friends. Dr. John Jebb, 
and the fubje<Sk of thefe prefatory pages 3 both 
of them defervedly valifed by thofe who 
knew them: and, from a concurrence of 

very 
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very different circumftances, it has been my 
lot to be the editor of the writings of both. 
I wis engaged in preparing for the prefs 
the works of Dr. Jebb, when the event 
took place, which deprived me of my wor* 
thy relation : and I {hould with great re- 
lu(9:ance proceed to difcharge my engage- 
ment to him, by the publication of the 
prefent volume, without accompanying it 
with a fimilar proof of affeftion and re- 
gard. 

Mr. Difney, the author of the following 
Difcourfes, was the only furviving child of 
the reverend Samuel Difney of Wakefield, * 

and 

* The reverend Samuel Difney (father of our au- 
thor) was the fourth fon of the reverend John Difney, vi- 
car of St, Mary's, Nottingham, and Mary daughter of 
William Woolhoufe, M.D. of North-Muflcham, in the 
county of Nottingham, and, in fine, foleheir of her brother. 
He was born at Lincoln, June 9, 1705, and educated at 
Brigg in Lincolnfhire, under the reverend Thomas Water** 
worth, mafter of the fchool there, and a gentleman of 
diftinguiflied learning. Afterwards, he was admitted of 
Corpus Chrifti college in Cambridge, under the tuition of 
the reverend Samuel Kerrich, and took the degree of B. A, 
1727, and was ordaioe^deacon at Peterbon)ugh, Septem^.^ 

ber 
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and of Margery, youngeft daughter of Fran- 
cis Prodlcr of Thorpe in the county of 

York, 



ber 22> X728, by Dr. White Kennet, thcnbifhop of that 
diocefe. 

■ 

July 5, 1729, he was unanimoufly prc-elcaed fellow of 
Corpus Chrifti college, in the place of the reverend Ed- 
mund Caftle, public orator of the univerfity, who had ac- 
cepted of a living in the dio<;efe of Ely, given to him by 
Dr. Green, then j)ifliop of Ely. Which fellowlhip, be- 
coming vacant November 15, he was on December 4, 
perfonally admitted by Dr; Mawfon, mailer of the college. 

December 22, the fame year ( 1 729) Mr. Difney was or- 
dained prieft, at Buckden, by Dr. Richard Reynolds, bifhop 
of Lincoln, upon the title of his fellowihip, when he re-' 
turned to Nottingham to affift his father, then in a very 
declining ftate of health, and who died February 3, 1729-30. 

In 1 731, he proceeded M.A. — And on January 21, 
J731-2, after a competition with the reverend Lewis Fcn- 
tofi, was- clefted, by the company of Mercers in Lon- 
dpn, to the lady Campden's ledtureihip at Wakefield in 
Yorkfhire. 

He married in September 1732, Margery, youngpft 
daughter of Francis ProSer of Thorpe, near Wakefield 
£fq. by whom he had four children ; three of them died in 
their infancy ; Samuel, his fecond fon, only furviving him. 
He died at Wakefield, July 22, 1741, and, according to 
his own defire, with the defign of remoViijg a common prc- 
judice, was buried in the north tide of the church-yard 

there. 
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York, efq. He was born at Wakefield, Ja- 
nuary 5th 1737-8; but his father dying be- 
. fore he was three years old, the diredlion of 
his early education devolved on his mother. 
To her great attention and ferious piety, he 
owed the improvement of his own religious 
difpofitions, which were afliduoufly nurtured 
and cultivated by her maternal care : alfo to 
her prudent management he owed the fecurity 
and improvement of his patrimony. In a 
private paper, of recent date, he obferves, 
with regard to his mother, that ** he could 
not but mention her great kindnefs in fend- 
ing him early to fchool ; her abftaining from 
a fecond marriage, to which fhe was fo well 
entitled, from an early widowhood; hef 
llrid oeconomy in the management of his 

fortune, 

there. Over his grave was creeled a tomb with the fol- 
lowing infcription. 

" Here lies the body of the truly pious and worthy, the 
reverend Samuel Difney, who departed this life;, (in hopes 
of a blefled refurreftion through the merits of Chrift,) the 
22nd day of July A. D. 1741. univerfally and defervedly 
lamented. Wh^t he was, the laft day will fliew, whea 
every private virtue, will receive a public reward. 

Aged, 36 years. 
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^rtane» and a thoufand other favours and 
compliances which amply deferved this 
grateful recital^ and any return of acknow* 
ledgmcnt he could make." . 

His cls;ffic lejirning he received at the 
grammar fchool of Bradford, in Yorkfhire, 
under the care of the reverend Benjamin But- 
ler, M.A« In teftimony of the general re^ 
gardand efteem in which this gentleman 
was held by Mr. Difney and his contempo- 
rary fcholars, he promoted among a feled 
number of them, fo lately as the year 1780^ 
a fubfcription for a handfome filver cup, 
which was bought and prefented according- 
ly, bearing the following inscription : 

3ENJAMINI BUTLER, A.M. 

APUD BRADfOllDIAM \ 

PLUS QUINQUAGINTA ANNOS LUDIMAGISTRO 

HOC POCULUM 
ALUMNI SUr DICANT VOLENTES. * 

From 



* The oup weighed upwards of ji2 oz. and coft 
5S'« 3S» J<1« The fubfcribers were Dr. Wijliam Richard- 
fen i William Rookes, efq. Mr. Edmund Lodge -, Rev. 

John 
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From the fchool of Bradford, Mr^ Dif* 
ney was removed to Clare-hall, Cambridge, 
where he was admitted, July 5, 1755, ^^der 
the care of the reverend John Courtail, 
M.A. tutor of the college. Being difqua- 
lified by the ftatutes of that fbciety from 
fuccecding to a fellowihip, on account of 
the annual value of an eftate in Nottingham- 
shire, 

John Scot; Thomas Arthington, cfq. Rev. Dr. Jofeph 
Milnei*; Henry Wickham, efq; Rev. Henry Elmfall; 
Charles Booth Swain Sharp, efq j Rev. Samuel Difiiey ; 
William Serjeantfon, cfq 5 Rev. Sandford Hardcaftle j Mr. 
Smithfon; Captain More; Mr. Richard Green; Mr* 
Eamonfbn ; Mr. Barlow ; Walter Spencer Stanhope, 
cfq ; and Richard Henry Beaumont, efq. 

As a farther proof of Mr Difney's regard for his worthy 
and venerable fchodmafter, he left him a legacy of fifty 
pounds, and, in a paper explanatory of his bequefts, he 
writes, " If Mr. Butler furvives me, I defire his acceptance 
of fifty pounds, as a grateful, though inconfiderable, ac- 
knowledgement of the many favours I received under his 
care and tuition. I have long, indeed, had my eye upon his 
worth, expeding to have feen it rewarded with fome ho- 
nourable and lucrative employment in the church; but, at 
one time, his fervices to the public were unhappily too great 
for him to be moved from his prefent laborious fituation ; 
and now, his age will be pleaded againft him. To the eter- 
nal difgrace of fuch felf-interefted politics, this able ai:d 
ingenious man hath never enjoyed, either ifrom his Ichool, 
or his ledurefliip, one hundred pounds a year.'* 
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/hire, which he inherited from his father^ 
he proceeded in civil law, taking the de- 

« 

gree of bachelor in that faculty, July 7th, 
i76i. 

He entered into holy orders on the 6th 
of September the fame year, being ordained 
deacon at Chefler, by Dr. Edmund Keene, 
bi(hop of that diocefe, and was appointed 
to the curacy of Ripley In Yorkfliirc, by 
the late Dr. Samuel Kirfhaw, then reflor of 
that parifti. On the 12th of September, 
1762, he was ordained prieft at Brodfwortb, 
by Dr. Robert Drummond, archbilhop of 
York. Mr.. Difnev continued to refide at 
Ripley, until his removal to the chapelry or 
perpetual curacy of Hedingley, in the pa- 
rifli of Leeds, vacant by the death of the 
reverend John Moore, to which he was 
nominated by Dr. Kirfhaw, patron thereof, 
in right of his vicarage of Leeds, and was 
Hcenfed thereto by the archbilhop, on Dec, 
12, 1764. . After which time he refided at 
Wheatwood-hall, which is fitiiated in the 
chapelry. 

On the ift of Auguft, 1767, he married 
Ann, eldeft daughter of the rev. Dr. Chrif- 
topher Wilfon, then refidentiary of St, 

Paul's, 
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Paul's, and fince biftiop of Briftol, by Ann, 
youngeft daughter of Dr. Edmund Gibfon, 
late bilhop of London* Upon occafipn o£ 
his marriage, he took a houfe in Leed^, as 
there was none to be hired withia tHe pecu- 
liar diftrid: of his chapelry, and conti/iucd 
to live there about a ye^r and a half. 

At the inftance of Dr. Wilfon,. his ffLr 
ther- in-law, and upon his refignation, Mr* 
Difney was collated, Nov. 8, 1768, by Dr. 
Terrick, biflhop of London, to the vicarage 
of Halftead in Effex. To which pl^cc he 
removed in the month of May following, 
and refided there till his death. 

Early in the fpring of the year 1779, Mr. 
Difney was offered a valuable redtory m 
Effex, contiguous to Halftead, and legally 
tenable with it. This offer, which he fays 
*' was made with fo much kindnefs, prcffeA 
upon him with fqch earneftaefs, and fup- 
ported by all the authority of fome digni- 
fied and very learned perfons," he finally re?- 
fufed to accept. 

He had, on a former occafion, declined 9t 
prefentation to a fecond benefice^ bv-t, in 
deference to the refpedable chara^o'^ whp. 
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at this time, were pleafed to intercft them- 
felvcs in fo friendly and flattering a manner, 
in the removal of his fcruples, he commit- 
ted his thoughts to paper, that he might, 
as he obferved, ** at leaft plead his own 
apology, if not juftify himfelf to others, for 
a conduct which vifibly arofe not from any 
interefted views, and which he lioped was 
equally remote from per verfencfs,and proceed- 
ed not from an afFedted Angularity of opinion." 
Thefe reafons were confined to his own 
ftudy, arid committed to the perufal of none, 
but very particular friends during his life- 
time ; they are, however, fubjoined to the 
foUowing Difcourfes under the title of 
** Confiderations on Pluralities,'' agreeably 
to his own requeft. 

The fentiments contained in thefe ^^ Con- 
fiderations," are no lefs the author's own, 
than the manner in which the argument is 
conduced. At leaft, I am juftified in add- 
ing, that he never read any book upon the 
queftion, unlefs *^ the Paftoral Care," of the 
excellent biftiop Burnet, may be reckoned 
of that number; nor even fo much as en- 
tered into an argument with any perfon up- 
on the fubjeft. This is mentioned, upon 

b the 
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the beft authority^ only to fhew^ that his 
repeated refufal of any additional pre- 
ferment^ with the cure of fouls, was in- 
tirely the refult of bis own unprejudifed 
ftate of mind» and flowed folely from what 
he thought due to the people, of whom he 
had taken the overfight, and infeparable 
from the charadter of a faithful paflor.^ 

On the appointment of Dr. Wilfon to 
the iee of Briftolt in June 1783, his lord- 
fhip nominated him one of his chaplains. 

Mr. Difney fuflSered a fevere afHidlion in 
the death of his amiable and beloved wife, 
who died at Kenfington, May 8th, 1785, 
of a confumption, in the fortieth year of her 
age ; and was buried on the 1 4th of the fame 
month, in the vault gf her grandfather, bi-r 

ihop 

* If the reader Should wifli to inquire iflirther into the 
fubjed: of pluralities, he may promiie himfelf much fatisfacu 
tion in the peruial of a book v^iich was publifhed in 1743, 
entitled, " Pluralities indefenfiblc. A trcatife humbly of- 
fered to the confideration of the parliament of Great Bri- 
tain. By a Prefbyter of the church of England." This 
wozik was generally afcribed to Dr. R. Newton> princi« 
cipal of Hartford college, Qxfgrd* 
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fliop Gibfon, at Fulhato in Middlefe*. 
Her difordcr fhewcd no dangerous tendency, 
till the preceding autumn ; but, from that 
time it rapidly increafed and defeated the 
power of medicine. The afFedtions of her 
huft>and fuftalned a very feycre fliock in her 
death ; and the irreparable blow which that 
event gave to every focial enjoyment, greatly 
affedted his health. 

He vifited Bath in the following fpring, 
and had not returned home many weeks, 
before he was feized with a fever, which, 
after about ten days, becoming putrid, 
proved fatal. He died on the loth day of 
July, 1786, at his vicarage -houfc at Hal- 
ftead, in the forty-ninth year of his age, 
and was buried on the 23d of the fame 
month, in the chancel of his pariih-church. 
A plane flone, bearing the initial letters 
of his name, is placed ovc;r his grave ; and 
a monument> of white marble, has very 
lately been erefted to his memory, with 
the infcriptipn preferved at the clofe of thefe 
pages. 

Mr. Difney had preached in his own pa- 
rilh-church on the 25th of June preceding 

' b 2 his 
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« 

his death, and delivered that difcourfc which 
is placed, the eighteenth, in this volume.* 
He had propofed to fet out on a journey 
into Yorkfhire on the very day on- which 
he died. 

The charader of this excellent man will 
improve upon examination ; and,^ what is 
the teft of true worth, an increafed acquaint- 
ance with the moft private adtions of his 
life, which gives us the moft accurate 
knowledge of the human heart, will greatly 
advance that charader in our eftimatian, to 
which, at a greater diftance, we only afcribe 
general refpeft. Neither my near rclation- 
fhip to him, nor my friendfhip for him 
while living, nor his particular remembrance 
of me in the laft aft of his life, fhould in- 
duce any fufpicion of unjuft partiality : for, 
I am not only expofed to contradiftion, 
while I am writing to the world ; but am 
hot confcious of the leaft inclination to de- 
viate from truth. To offer the incenfe of 
flattery, is to infult friendfliip, to leflen true 
defert, and to degrade the human intelleft : 

it 

* Sec p. 3^5* 
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it argues a want of principle in the of- 
ferer, and prefuppofes the want of underftand- 
ing in thofe to whom it is addreiTed. But, 
independent of thefe obfervations, there is, 
in the prefent cafe, no temptation to hazard 
the ufe of fuch a wretched expedient. The 
occafion Kloes not require it, and the ordi- 
nary motives to it do not fubfift. Paft fa- 
vours are become irrevocable by death ; 
and by death future ones are impoffiblc. la 
a facrifice after fun-fet, I have only to mo- 
derate the effufions of a grateful heart. 

It may 'generally, and no lefs juftly, be 
obferved, that Mr. Difney had a good tafte 
for literature. He was particularly fond of 
the belles lettres, and was not wholly re- 
gardlefs of the mufes. *But his attention to 

b 3 thefe 

* The following fpecimen of his talent for poetry, though 
never adopted at any of the theatres, is feledted, as being 
replete with fentiments worthy of a chriftian, and a friend 
of human kind. 

Epilogue to the Padlock. 

M u N G o fpeaks. 

« Tank you, my Maffas ! have you laugh your fill"— 
Then let me fpeak, nor take that freedom ill. 
E'en from my tongue fome heartfelt truths may fall, 
And outrag'd nature claims the care of all. 

My 
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fhefe ftudies and exercifcs, were the amufe- 
mcnt of vacant hours ; for he gave into 
them only becaufc he found his health 

unequal 

My tale, in any place, Mrould ibrce » tear. 
But calls for ftronger, deeper feelings here. 
For whilft I tread the free-born Britifli land ; 
Whilft now before me crouded Britons ftand ; 
Vain, vain that glorious privilege to me, 
I am a flave, where all things elfe are free. 

Yet was I born, as you are, <io man'^ flave. 
An heir to all that liberal nature gave ; 
IJ^y thoughts can reafon, and my limbs can move,. 
The fame as yours j like yours, my heart can love : 
Alike my body food and fleep fuftains ; 
Alike bur wants, our pieafures, and our pains. 
Oine fun rolls o*er us, common fl^es furround ; 
One globe fupport? us, and one grave muft bounds 

Why then am I, devoid of all to, live. 
That manly comforts to a man can give ? 
To live untaught religion's foothing balm. 
Or life's cKo<ce arts ; to live, unknown the caln^ 
Of foft; domeftic e^; thofe fweets of life, 
The duteous oiFspring, and th' obedient wife< 
To live, to property and rights unknown ; 
Not e'en the common benefits my own. 
No arm to guard me from oppreffion's rod | 
My will fubfervient to a tyrant's nod. 
No gentle hand, when life is in decay. 
To footh my pain, and charm my csures away ^ 

But 
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unequal to feverer applications, but never 
fufFered them to obtrude on the more im- 
portant duties of life. In every thing he 
did, he adled as much under the influence 
of religion, and as being in the continual 
prefcnce of God, as any man I ever knew. 
Piety was the leading feature in his charac- 
ter ; and his defire to promote it in others, 
the firft objedl of his mind and thoughts. 

b 4 The 

But, helpleft, left to quit the horrid ftage; 
HarrafsM in youth, and defblate in age. 

But I was born in Afrlc's tawny ftrand. 
And you in fair Britannia's fuirer knd. 
Comes freedom then from colour ? Blufli with (hame, 
And let flrong nature's crimfon mark your blame, 
I fpeak to Britons-^Britons, then, behold 
A man by Britons fnar'd, and feiz'd, and fold. 
And yet no Si'itiflt ftatute damns the deed, 
Nor do the more than^ murderous villains bleed, 

O Tons of freedom ! equalife your laws i 
Be all confiftent— plead the negro's caufe j 
That atl the nations in your code may fee, 
The BritiA negvo, like the Briton, free. 
But, fhouM he fuppltcate your laws in vain, 
To break for ever this dtfgraceful chain ; 
At leaft, let gentle ufage fo abate 
The galFing terrors of this paiSng ftate. 
That he may fhare the great creator's focial plan ; 
For though no Britain,— Mungo is a man ! 
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The indifferent morals of the age in which 
we live, afforded matter of mofl ferious con- 
cern to him ; and the amendment of them 
ifi every perfon, the wealthieft, and the poor- 
efl, with whom he had any intercourfe, oc- 
cupied his chief attention. All his under- 
takings had this end in view. His chari- 
ties, which were very confiderable, were 
ever direded, and made fubferyient to the en- 
couragement of virtue, as well as to the feed- 
ing the hungry and clothing the naked. His 
indefatigable pains in promoting a better re- 
gulation, and reducing the number of the 
public ale-houfes in his parifti, were intend- 
ed to give fecurity to virtue and fober in- 
duftry, by diminifhing thefe nurfcries of vice 
and idlenefs, and confequently bringing them 
more eafily under the obfervation and cor- 
reftion of thofe, to whom the law has in- 
trufled their fuperintendence. In this work, 
tho' oppofed, and fometimes defeated by cer- 
tain magiflrates, whofe condudl, in this re- 
fped, reflecfled no honour upon their charac- 
ter, he was greatly ufeful : but it was prin- 
cipally on account of this oppofition, and to 
avoid the vexation incidental thereto, that. 
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though his name was inroUed in the fame 
commiffion of the peace, he forcbore for- 
mally to qualify himfelf to adl under it. 

Mr. Difney was a benefador to his vica- 
rage, not merely by his refidence and keep- 
ing his parfonage in that exad order and 
neatnefs which were obvious to the eye 
of the moft inattentive vifitor ; but 
by his liberal repairs and improvements, 
to the amount of upwards of 700I. without 
availing himfelf of the advantage which 
the wifdom of the legiflature had pro- 
vided. It was his defire riot only to en- 
joy, but to leave behind him, an habitation 
that (hould invite his fucceflbr to regular 
refidence, by fufficient and ample accommo- 
dations. 

Concerning Mr. Difney's compofitionsfor 
the pulpit, the Difcourfes now publiflied, 
will preclude any account by the editor. In 
the delivery of them, his voice was low and 
weak, but he was, at all times, fo much in 
earned, when he officiated in the church, that 
he occupied the whole attention of his con- 
gregation. The feleftion of fuch of them as 
fompofe the prefent volume, has been made 

in 
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ia compliance with his ownrequefi, about a 
mar before his deadly and in difchargeofmy 
promife, in cafe I furvived him. And, as he 
had chiefly in view the benefit of his parifhio- 
ners^ it is intended fo far to enter into the 
ipirit, as well as letter of his requeft, as to 
diftribnte fevcral copies among fuch of them, 
as may be prefumed moil: likely to make a 
good ufe of them. 

The natural temper of our author, was 
warm> but he kept it, by continual watch^ 
fulnefei' in fubjedion to the di^tes of 
reafoB, and the demands of religion. 
Above every mean action in himfelf, he re- 
probated every thing like one in others. 

In the great political queftions, refpcSing 
ceconomy in the expenditure of the pubtic 
money, equalizing the reprefentation of the 
people, and (hortening the duration of par- 
liaments,which have of late years excited the 
attention of all parties in this kingdom, Mr. 
Difney was uniformly, in all of them, . 
on the fide of the petitioners, and entered 
adively into the neceflary means of for- 
warding their fuccefs. 

In his religious opinions relpeding the 

dodlrines 
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dodrines of the trinity and atonement, Mr. 

* 

Difncy was in very general agreement with 
the eftabliftied articles of the church of 
England ; but along with thefejfentiments, 
he had not the confined and partial ideas 
which are frequently conneded with them. 
His catholic fpirit indeed foared above the 
cftabliflied ordinances of human fyftemst 
and was congenial with that gofpel from 
which it fprang, and with the liberal minds 
of thofe, who, regardlefs of human ordi- 
nances, look with love upon all, who, 
with integrity and finglenefs of heart, main- 
tain a confcience void of offence to God and 
Tnan. 

After this ftatement of the fad, in refpcdl 
to his notions concerning particular doc- 
trines, it is needlefs to obferve to thofe, to 
whom we were both known, that his opini- 
ons and my own on thefe fubjeds, were at an 
irreconcilable diftance from each other. It 
is, however, greatly to his honour, that he 
was more grieved, (as I afterwards learn- 
ed,) by my continuance in the church of 
England, than by my entertaining opinions 
contrary to thofe held forth in her liturgy 

and 
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and articles. When I had come to arefolu- 
tion to refign my preferment, and acquaint- 
ed hrm with my purpofe, by letter, I was fo 
far from e^^peding that he would concede 
to my intention, that I did him the injuftice 
to think that I hazarded his future friend- 
fhip and favour. But his chriftian fpirit 
was not fervily . attached to particular 
dodtrines, or confined to a zeal for their 
fuccefs. H© cordially approved my refolu- 
tion, as being confiftent with the obliga- 
tions of truth and integrity ; — or, as he ex- 
preffes himfelf in a paper, which, though 
written four years before my refignationof my 
preferment, in 1782, came not to my know- 
ledge till after his deceafein 1786; "If, 
^fter all, fays he, my dear Qoufin, (fpeak- 
ing then of myfelf,) finds himfelf oblig- 
ed, by the regard which he owes to what 
he thinks the truth, to perfift in his 
firft opinions, then I earneftly wiih that he 
would give up the office of a paftor in the 
church of England, and not hold his livings 
\yy a fubfcription which he abhors, nor read 
^ liturgy to one page of which he cannot 
affent. Tq hold a benefice by a falfe de- 
claration. 



PREFACE. xxut 

* 

claration, is certainly a daily repetition of it ; 
and to repeat officially what one does not 
believe, is a moft grofs prevarication, un- 
w^orthy of a minifter of the new Teftament, 
a chriflian, a gentleman, a man." 

This. extract refle<9:s fomuch honour on my 
excellent friend, and is fuch an unequivocal 
teftimony of the liberality of his mind, 
that I could not omit it in juftice to his 
memory : at the fame time I have forborne 
to lengthen it, only becaiife of expreffions of 
perfonal affedion for myfelf, which it would 
not become me to repeat. 
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SAMUEL D I S N E r^ LL.B. 

VICAR OF THIS PARISH, 

UPWARDS OF SEVENTEEN YEARS^ 

DIED JULY X, MDCCLXXXVI, 

AGED XLVIII YEARS* 

HE MARRIED (AUGUST I, MDCCLXVIl) ANN, ELDEST 
DAUGHTER OF THE REV. CHRISTOPHER WILSON, D,D« 
FORMERLY ALSO VICAR OF THIS PARISH, NOW LORD 
BISHOP OF BRISTOL, SHE DIED MAY VIII,MDCCLXXXV, 
AGED XXXIX YEARS, AND WAS BURIED AT FULHAM 
IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. 



A FAITHFUL PASTOR ; 

A'N EXEMPLARY CHRISTIAN; 

A BENEVOLENT AND UPRIGHT MAN. 

HAPPY IN THE CHOICE OF HIS WIFE, 

HE DEEPLY MOURNED HER LOSS, 

AND DID NOT LONG SURVIVE HER. 

HE LIVED RESPECTED AND BELOVED; 

AND DIED LAMENTED; 

LOOKING FOR THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST, 

; 
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GALATIANS VI. .9.. 

I 

LtT US NOT BE WEARY IN WELL-DOING ! FORj 
IN DUE SEASON^ W£ SHALL REAP^ IF WX 
FAINT NOT. 

It hath been objedted by the enemies 
of our religion, that the rewards iind 
punifliments of the gofpel arc beneath the 
liberal nature of the human mind; and that 
it propofeth nothing for the encouragement 
of a chriflian, but what at the fame tirad 
depreffeth the dignity of a man. I would 
not, upoji this occafion, fpend much of our 
time in controverly, yet cannot help flop« 
ping to obferve, that the apoftle in ouf 
text underftood nature, as well as chrifti-^ 
anity, much better than any of thefc philo# 

A fophers# 

♦ Preached at the old-church in Leeds, Jan; 4, 1767, 
at a coUedtiOn for the blue^coat charity-fchool4 
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fophers. For no law can fubfift without 
a fandtion ; and^ iince hope and fear are two 
of the ftrongeft motives to adion, that a- 
lone will juftify him in ftriving to work 
upon thofe motives, which were moft likely 
to control us to the obedience of the will 
of God. 

But, be this as it may, the precept of 
St» Paul to his converts, the' Galatians, 
is extremely clear to us chriftians ; who are 
more concerned to know the meaning of 
his text, than the propriety and juftnefs of 
his application. For, in the fixth verfe of 
this chapter we may read, " let him that 
is taught in the word, communicate to 
him that teaclieth in all good things :" and 
in the tenth, ** as we have therefore op- 
portunity, let us do good unto all men, 
efpecially unto them that are of the houfe- 
hold of faith." The words of my text, 
therefore, being intermediate, and conned:- 
ing thefe two paffages together, it is evi- 
dent that the expreffion V well-doing" here 
ufed, muft fignify the fame as *^ to com- 
" miinicate in good things," or ** to do 
" good." Lftt us not be weary then, fays 

the 
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theapoftle, in relieving, by feafonable.fup* 
plies, the wants and diftrefles of our bre- 
thren; for God, who is our common father, 
will cheerfully repay what we (hall thus 
charitably expend ; and, in due time, will 
give us our reward, if we perfevere in our 
duty to the end. 

Such, therefore, being the motives to 
chriilian beneficence, and fuch the bafis 
upon which it is founded ; we will now 
proceed to confider further the nature of 
it in general, and then turn a(ide to that 
particular branch of it, which we are here 

aiTembled to promote. 

And here, I do declare that I am chiefly 
diftrafted with the variety of matter that 
prefents itfelf to my imagination, and the 
method in which I fliould arrange it for 
your ufe. I might afcend to the origin of 
property, and ihew, that God, being the pri- 
mary lord, and every proprietor only a re- 
ceiver from him, it could only be meant to 
be given to any poflfeflbr, in truft that he 
fhould apply it to the benefit of his bre- 
thren in afflidion, when his own necefllties 
were provided for and fupplied. I might 

A 2 argue 
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Argue alfo from the feelings of nature, and 
that tender fympathy which is excited by 
diftrefs, that it was the defign of our bene- 
ficent author to provide, in the ftrongeft 
manner, for its relief, by communicating 
the uneafinefs of poverty to thofe in hap- 
pier circumftances, and making it the in-? 
tereft of their own fenfibility to remove it. 
I might produce alfo fome prudential mo-^ 
tives for the exercife of this virtue, as that 
it is the fure road to popularity and eftecm, 
and that it is fecuring an harbour for our- 
felves againft the winds and ftorms of adver- 
fity. But to you, my brethren, I truft that 
I can advance founder arguments than 
thefe. A chriftian is not to be amufed 
with reafons and probabilities, but acquaint- 
ed plainly with the precepts, and ex- 
amples, of the written word of God. In 
thefe, he cannot be deceived; lince what 
we find commanded or forbidden there, 
muft be performed or omitted on peril of 
falvation. Hear then the law by which 
we muft be judged. " Blefled is he that 
eonfidereth the needy: the Lord fhall 

deliver 
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deliver him in the day of trouble,"* 
^^ He that giveth to the poor lendeth to 
the Lord ; and look what he layeth out, 
it fliall be paid, him again. "-f- '* Whofo- 
ever fiull give to drink unto one of theie 
little ones a cup of cold water only in the 
name of a difciple; verily, I fay unto you, he 
fhall ia no wife lofe his reward/'J '* He 
that fowcth fparingly, (hall reap fparingly ^ 
and he that foweth plentifully, (hall reap 
plentifully : let every man give as he is dif- 
pofed in his heart, not grudgingly, or of - 
necc(fity, for God loveth a cheerful 
given "§ " Give and it fhall be given un- 
to you ; good meaf are, pre(red down, and 
(haken together, and running over, (hall 
men give into your bofoms: for with the 

fame meafure that ye mete withall, it (hall 
be mcafured to you again/'|| ^* Charge 
them who are rich in this world that they 
do good, that they be rich in good works ; 
ready to di(tribute, willing to communicate; 

A 3 laying 

* Pfalm xli. I, t Prov. xix. 17. . % Matt x. 

•42, Mark, ix. 41. | 2. Cor, ix. 6. 7. || Luke vi. 38. 
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laying up in ftore for themfelvcs a good 
foundation againft the time to come, that 
they may lay hold on- eternal life."* 

Thefe paflages fet forth to us the fenfe of 
fcripture upon works of charity, and thofe 
fruits which we may expedt to gather from 
them ** if we faint not." I would not be 
underftood here to mean that the exercife 
of charity is of itfelf fufEcient to *' lay 
hold on eternal life," without that faith in 
Chrift, and that univerfal holinefs, which 
is likewife required in fcripture. 

From the precepts^ of the golpel thus 
explained and underftood, we will go on to 
confider the praftice of its author; and 
mark the leading lines of that beneficent 
life and charadter that was facrificed for us, 
*' leaving us an example that we fhould fol- 
low his fteps." The facred text informs us, 
that *^ he went about doing good :" that he 
fpent his whole life in fearch of ignorance 
and difeafe 5 that he might remove the one 
by his wifdom, and expel the other by his 
power. When he faw the hungry multitude 
that followed him for inftrudtion, -we are 
told that ^' he had compaffion on them/' 

and 

^ I Tim, vi, 17—19. 
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and even changed the courfe of nature, and 
wrought a miracle for their relief. When 
the difeafed leper calls himfelf at his feet, 
and cries out in the language of paflion and 
diftrcfs, " if thou wilt, thou canft make 
me clean :" Benevolence itfelf replies, ** I 
will ; be thou clean : and immediately his 
leprofy was cleanfed." When the defpifed 
beggar utters the piercing cry, " thou fon 
of David have mercy on me ;" he gracioufly 
defifts from his prefent purpofe, and, in 
ipight of the remonftrahce of his attendants, 
ilops to reftore his fight. Whilft the poor 
paralytic is helplefs and forlorn^ he hears 
thofe healing words of his phyfician, ** arlfe, 
take up thy bed, and go into thine houfe/' 

A third obfcrvation that I would make 
upon chriftian charity is, that it not only, 
like every other virtue, contributes to our 
eternal happinefs, but the want of it feems 
particularly marked by the apoftle as a note 
of reprobation, and an impaflive gulph that 
feparates between us and our God. '* Whofo 
hath this world's good, faith St. John, and 
feeth his brother have need, and fhutteth up 
his bowels of compaflion from him ; h6w 

A 4 dwellcth 
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dwelleth the love of God in him ?* And 
can we be faved without the love of 
God ? and can the mercies of the benevolent 
Jefus be applied to the wretch, who is fo 
infenfible of his favours as to refufe his relief 
to a diftreffed fdlow-creature ; to one " for 
whom Chrift died" as well as for himfblfj^ 
notwithftanding their prefent difference of 
condition ? No ; the gofpel inference is very 
clear; " if God fo loved us, we muft alio 
love one another." It is impoffible for one 
that hath a deep and ferious fenfe of his own 
loft eftate by fin, and the advantages he hath 
gained by Chrift, not to rejoice in an opportu- 
nity of returning his tribute of thankfulnefs,, 
and relieving his fellow-finner^^ and fellow^ 
fervant in diftrefs. 

Thefe are the motives which I have 
thought proper to make ufe of for the en- 
forcement of chriftian charity j} the cpmmaiids 
of God, and the example of Chrift. They 
are but few, and may therefore be more 
eafily recoUefted, more fairly weighed, and, 
I hope, make the ftronger "impreffion. 
Whether you will apply them to your con-- 

fciences 

♦ I John iii. 17, 
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fcienccs or no, God, the fearcher of hearts, 
only knows. I know only that X have dif- 
charged my duty in telling you of them, 
and that the time will come when you will 
be glad that you had difchargcd your's in per- 
forming them. ^* When the windows begin 
to be darkened, and the filver cord loo&d i* 
when the fymptoms of decay approach, and 
death ftands viiible and near; then wilt thou 
wifli, O miferable man ! that thou hadft bc- 
ftowed thy wealth ** where neither moth 
nor ruft doth corrupt, and where thieves do 
not break through, nor fteal/' In health, 
indeed, and ftrcngth, we are apt to fmite at 
the mention of future calamity ;. or, how- 
ever, to turn afide for relief to thofe various 
iappetites that every where prefs upon, and 
furround us. But the time draws on wheA 
eafe muft give way to pain, and health and 
ftrength to ficknefs and debility; when our 
weeping friends ihall furround our bed, and in 
vain endeavour to charm away by their cares the 
rack of pafling nature. For, " we muft all 
appear, fays the apoftle, before the judg- 
ment feat of Chrift : that every one may re- 
ceive the things done in his body, whether 

they 
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they be good or bad." And when we ftand 
unbodied before the God of purity, with 
nothing but our fins and follies for com- 
panions ; in that hour, when ** the righ- 
teous fcarcely (hall be faved,'* how dreadful 
muft be the ftate of the ungodly and the fin- 
ner ? The fentence of our faviour upon 
the charitable and uncharitable is indeed par- 
ticularly recorded, the procefs of which is 
too long to be related here, but whofe con- 
clufion I defire you will remember, ^* thefe 
ihall go away into everlafting punifliment ; 
but the righteous into life eternal." * 
- I am now, as I propofed, to apply what 
has been i&id, to the occafion of this dif- 
courfe. 

We arc here aflemblcd to promote the 
caufe of religion and virtue, in the mainte- 
nance and education of thefe children. 
And, if charity in general will be fo highly 
rewarded, there is fomething peculiarly ex- 
cellent and defer ving in this branch of it, 
and in the cafe of the objedls before us. 

I would obfcrve, in the firft place, that 
though other charities may be very well cal- 
culated 

* Matt, XXV. 46, 
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culated for the relief of mifery and diftrcfs; 
this alone> claims the ftill more exalted merit 
of adting by way of prevention, and of dc- 
ftroying Imhappinefs in the bud : this gives 
health to the conftitution that prevents 
difeafe, whilft the others are, at befl^ only 
remedies when the infedion has taken place. 
The virtuous education of poor children, 
and the ftoring their minds v^ith principles 
for the proper condudt of their future 
life, prevents that poverty and intempe- 
rance which flow from idlenefs and vice; 
and, thereby, faves thefe our fellow-crea- 
tures, from experiencing their threatened 
wretchedne fs, and the public from feel- 
ing the bad effefts of it. If they, there- 
fore, are to be blefled, who' feed the hungry, 
cloath the naked, and vifit thofe that are fick 
and in prifon ; much more furely thofe are 
entitled to this blefTednefs, who apply their 
preventive prudent afliilance, and fo form 
the tender minds of thefe children of the 
unfortunate, that by the grace of God, and 
their own induftry, they may never know 
the diftrefles of their fathers. 
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In the next place, I would have- it re- 
marked, that the form of whblefome dif- 
cipline to which thefe children arc thus early 
inured^ muft be of great and incxpreffibk 
iervice to them, and coniequently to the 
public^ in the courfe of their future 
life. Brought up in a fatal indulgence; 
and uncontroled by the hand of reftraint, 
every paffion would be fed to its fiiU 
maturity, and exped to enjoy an unrivaled 
fway in the fcenes of future action. And 
what muft be the confequence of unre- 
flrained felf-gratification, but to fee an untu^ 
tored youth break every mound of civil 
duty, and turn out, as might have been 
reafonably expefted, a ftubborn fon, a ful- 
Icn hufband, a carelefs father, and a fedlious 
citizen. But thefe bad effedts are all pre- 
vented by early and prudent difcipline. 
Obedience is the fchool of virtue, and the 
paffion s, in their firft /hoots, are eafily re-? 
duced to culture and civilization. 

But the greateft advantage of this cha-r 
rity is, that it fornis them chriftians, as 
tvell as men. Born under the difad- 

yantages 
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vantages of poverty, and that ignorance 
which is too often connefted with it, they 
would have probably pafled their lives in 
principles and pradtices as low and uncom*- 
fortable as their ftation* But by your muni* 
ficence, generous feilow-chriftians, they are 
raifed to the privileges of " faints ia light ;'* 
they are taught, at leaft, to k^ow the terms 
of the gofpel, and acquainted with " the 
things that belong unto their peace." They 
are now no longer in a ftate of darknefs 
and defpair : the page of fcripture is laid 
before them by their prudent inftrudtor, and 
the principles of it enforced upon them ; the 
words of the book of life ace opened to 
their attention, prefTed upon their memories, 
and explained to their underftandings^ 
What .a grace and privilege is this to us, as^ 
well as to them — to be permitted to contri** 
bute to " fave a foul from death;" to co- 
operate with the faviour.of mankind, and 
promote the work of redenaption. 

I fhall, laftly, obferve to yoii/ in behalf 
of this charity, that you are fure it is applied 
to i-eal, undiffembled, mifery, and for which 

our 
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wealthy promoted the happinefs of his fel-^ 
low-creatures, and the glory of his God ? 
It would ill become us to anticipate the ^ 
fentence of heaven; but the facred pages 
have already acquainted us with its tenor ; 

** Well done, good and faithful fervant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord/' 
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DISCOURSE 11. 



t PETER IV. 18. 

IF THE RIGHTEOUS SCARCELY BE SAVED, WriERE 
SHALL THE UNGODLY, AND THE SINNER, 
APPEAR ? 

There is fomething in the plain and obvi- 
ous fenfe of thcfe words, that I muft confefs I 
could never hear them without being fenfibly 
aiFeftcd by them. I know that the com- 
mentators have generally underftood by the 
deftrucflion from which ** thefe righteous 
were fcarcely to be faved," the overthrow 
of the city of Jerufalem> and the calamity in 
which the chriftian inhabitants, more efpe- 
cially, were likely to be involved, unlefs 
fnatched from it by the immediate intcrpo- 
fition of God: and> I believe^ their judg- 
ment is> in fome meajfure> warranted by the 

B context. 
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context. But this is ftill nothing to the 
difarming of thofe terrors, which this text 
may have fo juftly excited in the breaft of 
every wicked man. For, if amidft the 
common calamity of their falling city, the 
miferable inhabitants found it fo difficult 
to efcape, unlefs by the extraordinary inter- 
pofition of God ; how much more have we 
rcafon to ftand aghaft at our condition, un- 
lefs reconciled through that faviour who is 
to be our judge, when ** the earth itfelf 
Ihall pafs away," and every unjuftified in- 
habitant thereof fhall ht placed in that 
dreadful and intolerable ftate, ** where 
the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched." 

I have chofen, therefore, to difcourfe to 
you upon thefe words, that I may draw 
^ the matter to a point, and bring it home to 
every man's bufinefs and bofom, by (hew- 
ing you the abfolute danger of having for- 
merly negledled them; and the litter im^ 
poflibility of any one wicked chriftian being 
faved, according to the gofpel. 

In order to this, we will, firft, inquire who 
are meant by *^ the righteous ;" fecondly, the 

pro-r 
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propriety of that expfeflion, that they (hall 
even " fcarcely be ' faved ;'* thirdly, the 
character of the ** ungodly and the finner/* 
and the juftice of the apoftle's conclufion 
in affigning them fuch an hopelefs cftatc. 

And every thing I ihall fay to you up-^ 
on this fubjed, I defire you will apply fe- 
verally to yourfelves, in thefe or the like 
expreflions ; as, '* am 1 of the number cjf 
thefe righteous or regenerate perfons ? then 
how much reafon have I to rejoice that I aral 
fo ; and that by God's graccy however un- 
worthy myfelf, I am within a poffibility of 
ialvation ?" Or^ on the other hand, (as I am 
afraid the greater part of you may argue, j 
•^ am I of thefe ungodly and finful men^ 
thus running headlong to perdition ? then ' 
let me determine from this moment to ceafe 
to be fo ; to caft myfelf proftrate before my 
loffended God, and humbly entreat, frorn 
this folemn hour of my repentance, to have 
my name written in the book of life." For 
all the fermons in the world without thefe 
pradlical applications^, are but fo many 
amufements of the paffing hour ; and the 
holy fcriptures themfelves, thofe moft di- 

B 2 vine? 
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vine difcourfes that lead direftly to falra- 
tion, if not heard with a teachable and a 
willing mind, are but like the harp of David 
on the diftempered ear of Saul ; a leflbn, 
however inftruflive, that will not profit *, 
an admonition, however juft, that will not 
avail to our fanftification . 

But to proceed with the propofed explica- 
tion of our text. 

Who then are meant by ^* the righ- 
teous ?" This will be made very> clear by 
confidering the ftrid: and genuine fcnfe 
of the word ; and the manner in which it 
is ufed in parallel places of the fcripture* 
The original word, as it ftands in the greek 
(^d^iKMos) is not always tranflated ** righteous : " 
it is frequently rendered *' juft." (^ In the 
derivative word alfo, (^'^txaiow) where the 
fenfe is to make or account one righteous, 
it is rendered '' juftify," in every part of 
the new Teftament^J Now, ftridly fpeak- 
ing, a righteous man is one who performs 
his whole duty to God to the beft of hii? 
power ; and a juft man is one who fulfils 
only that part of it which relates to inte- 
grity, and honefty in his dealings with his 

neighbour. 
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neighbour. L.But it appears that at the time 
when our verfion of the Bible was made, 
the terms were quite fynonymous, and 
ufed indifferently for the fame thing. Of 
this I fhall produce two inflances ; the one 
in the fixth chapter of the cpiftle to the 
Hebrews, and the tenth verfe, where the 
apoftle tells his converts, that *' God is not 
unrighteous, that is, fo unjuft as to forget 
their works /' and the other in our com- 
mon-prayer book, which was compofed 
about the fame time,* where, in the colledl 
at the end of the litany, we do ^* pray 
againft thofe evils which we have moft 
righteoufly deferved," which, if put into 
modern language, would moft certainly 
be exprefled bjr the words " moft juftly 
have deferved." . Let us now fee how the 
words ** juft" and *^ righteous" are ufed 
in the old and new Teftament, where they 
arc always derived from the fame word, 

B 3 here 

* The firft edition of the common-sprayer, in which 
Ae following paflage is inferted, was publiflied A. D. 1549. 
The bible, firft tranflated into englifh by Tindall, was 
publifhed in 1526, and many times after in that century; 
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liere tranflated " righteous" in our text. 
In the book of Genefis, we read * that 
^* Noah was a Juft man and perfedt," and 
in St. Luke,*!* that *' Simeon was a juft 
man and 'devout ;" and again in the fame 
evangeliftjj that '' Jofeph of Arimathea 
was a good mkn and a juft;" and Pilate, 
declaring that he will have nothing to do 
with the condemnation of our faviour, fays, 
** I am innocent of the blood of this juft 
perfon."§ In all which accounts it is ma- 
nifeftly implied, that they were " juft per- 
sons, " as the word is ufed again in the pa- 
rable of the Ipft fhecp, ** that needed no 
repentance/' AAd thus, when the fame 
original word is tranflated ** righteous," it 
is ufed in the fame fenfe, ** Let me die the 
death of the righteous, and let .my laft 
end be like his."|| ** We have an advo- 
cate with the Father, Jefys Chrift the 
righteous, and he is the propitiation for our 
fins."^ And ** I am not come to call the 
righteous, but finners to repentance/'** I 

pould 

* VI. 9. t "• 25. t xxKi. 50. § Matth. xxvii. 24. 
I Numbers xxiii. 10. fl i John ii. i, 2. ** Matth, ix. 13. 
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could cafily produce many other fcripturcs, 
but thefe I think may be fufficicnt to (hew, 
that "the righteous** in our text, means holy, 
juft, and upright perfons, dedicated to the 
fervice of their God, and proceeding with 
their beft endeavours to the performance of 
every chriftian duty, and the avoiding of 
-every wilful fin, in all fincerity, though 
with much imperfedtion. 

If any of you are defirous of knowing 
whether you may be reckoned of the number 
of '* the righteous," I will give you thofc 
marks that will enable you to diftinguifli 
your condition, and whether you are chrif- 
tians in name and word only, or ** in deed 
and in truth." And, firft, are you baptifed 
into the name and fervice of our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift ? Do you perforn^ what was pro- 
mifed for you at your baptifms, that you 
fhould take upon yourfelves when you came 
to years of difcrction ? Are you conftant 
in coming to his church every Lord's day ? 
diligent in liftening to his holy word, and 
the prayers there provided for you ? con- 
ftant in receiving the Lord's fupper ? fre- 
quent at your private prayers, efpecially 

B 4 every 
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pvciy morning and evening ? pious, and 
humble, and fober, and chafle, and neigh- 
bourly, and kind to all; defirous to im- 
prove, fearful to offend ; and when you have 
done all, do you rely wholly upon the mercy 
of God for the acceptance of thefe imperfed: 
fervices ? If with a hearty good intention 
you have fet yourfelves to the performance 
ofthefe neceflary gofpel-dutips, you are of 
the number qf " the righteous/* 

But flill it is faid, that even *^ thefe 
righteous will fcarcely be faved," This 
feems at firft fight *' a very hard faying"; 
yet it is no more than the uniform declara- 
tion of the fcriptures ; and, therefore, I pro- 
ceed the more readily, as I promifed, to. 
explain it. 

Now it is to be noted, that the word 
^* fcarcely," which makes all the difficulty 
here, does by no means imply any, the 
fmalleil, doubt of any fuch fincere chrif- 
tians being faved, but only the impoffibility 
pf their being placed in a flate of falvation 
py their own righteoufnefs alone. 

Even the very befl man living abounds 
with imperfcdlions, and has reafpn to ap- 
proach 
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proach the throne of infinite juftice in 
no bolder terms than thofe of the humble 
publican, ** Lord ! be merciful to me a 
finner." I believe thofe who live the beft, 
and examine the moft narrowly into their 
own conduct, are the moft fenfible of this 
truth. But there are few of you will con- 
tradift the exprefs words of the fcripture 
and of our liturgy ;J viz, that ^* we are all 
gone out of the way," that ** we have done 
amiifs and dealt wickedly j" both in ** do- 
ing thofe things which we ought not to 
have done," and in ** leaving undone thofe 
things which we ought to have done." 

I might enlarge . upon this fubjed:, but I 
muft proceed to confider the remaining cha- 
raSers in our text of " the ungodly and the 
finner," and to fhew their deplorable and 
hopelefs fituation. 

Nothing is {6 common as to expeft to be 
favcd by a partial compliance with God's laws, 
pr that two or three of the talents paid which 
we owe to his juftice, will excufe us for 
the many thoufands remaining on account. 
For, not to infift at prefent on that funda- 
fncntal article of our falvation, *^ faith in 

Chrift;'^ 
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Chrift ;" nor to mention the fcandalous de- 
fers of all, in the more aftive duties of clirif- 
tianity; fuchas, fupprcffingvicebyourcoun- 
fel and example, promoting every fcheme for 
the advancement of God-'s honour vs^ith as 
much diligence as we ftiould do our private 
intereft or pleafure, endeavouring conftantly' 
to convey inftrudion in our common con- 
verfation, vifiting the fick, comforting the 
afflidted, and following the fteps of, our di- 
vine mafter, " in going about doing good ;'* 
duties which are thought peculiar to the 
clergy, or, however^: above the fphere of 
common chriftians, though no other than 
the undiftinguiftied. precepts of the new 
Teftament to every man, at every feafon- 
able opportunity. When we caft our 
eyes upon our own people in the plaineft 
adts of chriftian morality, we fhall fee 
one who will not come to church, under a 
pretence of faying his prayers at home; 
another who will not relieve the poor, or 
perhaps as he walks home from the public 
worfhip of his God, defames his innocent 
neighbour ; a third, who will indulge him- 
iejf in drunkennefs; a fourth inhisluft^,' 
smother in fwearing frequently in his dif*- 

GOurfe i 



( 27 ) 

courfe; In fhort, there is not one com- 
mandment in the whole decalogue that has 
not been excepted againft by fome chrif- 
tian or other in the general plan of his life, 
who, neverthelefs, very gravely talks of being 
a good man, and doubts not of being faved, 
fome how or other, when he comes to die. 
But, furely, if thefe men be faved, it muft 
be by fome revelation that we are unac- 
quainted with ; and fome other gofpel than 
that we have received by Jefus Chrift, By 
that gofpel we are indeed informed that 
" Jefus Chrift the righteous is a propitia- 
tion for our fins,'* but that can only be for 
thofe fins that we have repented of and for- 
faken : and, moreover, it is recorded, that 
" whoever (wilfully, confiderately, and ha- 
bitually) offends in one point, he is guilty 
of all." 

The next charaScr defcribed in our text is 
^' the finner y' that is, as I conceive, that 
wretched body of men who live in open de- 
fiance of all morality, in a general courfe 
of ^heating, fw^aring, drunkennefs, or luft ; / . 
intending, probably, fometime or other, tp 
repent, and having a confufed notion, in ge- 
ijeral, that God is mercifql, O wretched 

finner ! 
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finner ! God is merciful, but what is that 
to thee? There is a point which mercy 
cannot exceed, for though he is merciful, 
he is alfo juff. Though baptifcd into his 
faith, thou haft never taken the trouble to 
inquire about it; though retained in his 
fervicc, thou haft daily broken his com- 
mandments; though living by his power^ 
ihou haft been unmindful of thy creator ; 
though fupported by his providence, thou 
haft been ungrateful to thy preferver. 
Well, therefore, may we conclude with the 
apoftle in my text, that if " the righteous/* 
thofe who fincerely endeavoured to do the 
whole will of God, " fhould fcarcely be 
faved V or, could with difficulty make 
their fervices acceptable to God, ** where 
ihall the ungodly and the finner appear ?'* 
that is, in how wretched a ftate muft they 
be, who either partially obey his commands, 
or intirely flight his injundtions. But let 
us hear what other fcriptures fay in confor- 
mity to this obfervation : ** Know ye not," 
fays the apoftle to the Corinthians, •* that 
the unrighteous (hall not inherit the king- 
dom of God ? Be not deceived : neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 

nor 
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nor cfFeihinate, nor abufers of themfelv«s 
with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, norrevilers, nor extortioners, flball 
inherit the kingdom of God**" ** Without 
holinefs,'* faith another fcripture, ** no man 
Ihall fee the Lord /' f that is, no man (hall 
be faved through Chrift, without a fincerc 
difpofition to the pradticc of true religion : 
and that this is undcrftood of the whole 
courfe and tenor of his life, is clear from 
the epiftle of St. James before recited, that 
** whoever (wilfully and habitually) (hall 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all/' 

Two important remarks will naturally 
follow this doiSrine ; I will now add thcm^ 
as briefly as I can, by way of conclufion. 

All boafting and confidence in our own 
merits, are hereby totally overthrown. Wd 
are commanded indeed to follow the ex- 
ample of Chrift, and to ** be perfedt as our" 
Father which is in heaven is perfeil ;" but 
yet our powers are fo derived, as well as re- 
ftrained, that we muft be fenfible of our im- 
perfeftioHj both in the meafure and manner 

of 
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of our performance, and therefore we {hoald 
be thankful to come unto God by Chrift* 
** Pride was not made for man :" and the rea-* 
fbning of the apoftle, where he afks *^ who 
made thee to differ from another?'* and *' what 
haft thou which thou didft not receive?" was 
not only applicable to the converts to whom 
he was writing, but to the moft pharifaical 
profeflbrof the law of Mofes, or the moftfelf- 
fufficient philofopher of the Athenian porch c 
But when we confider ourfelves as chrif- 
tians; as trembling tinners before the juft ice 
of God, and *' faved only by the riches of 
his grace/' we muft naturally array our- 
felves in that lowly garb which befits fo 
humble a condition. 

But I (hall obferve to you, in the laft place, 
that though very defedtive in our beft obedi- 
ence, and very unable of ourfelves '* to pleafe 
God," yet ftill we are commanded to do our 
beft, and for thefe beft endeavours we (hall be 
mercifully accepted. No man muft live in 
wilful fin, and he muft ftrive to attain the 
greateft perfedion in holinefs ; and . then 
*' his weaknefs will be perfected in firength," 
his failures pardoned, and his fervices ac-' 
cepted. 

Discourse 
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I KINGS XVIir* 21^ 

Jk.ND ELIJAH CAME UNTp ALL THE PEOPLE, 
AND SAID, HOW LONG HALT YE BETWEEN 
TWO OPINIONS? IF THE LORD BE GOD, FOL- 
LOW HIM 5 BUT IF BAAL, THEN FOLLOW 
HIM, 



The argument here ufed having reference 
to a fa<3:, it will be proper, in the firft place, 
to turn to the circumftances that introduce 
it, and then proceed to the narrative itfelf, 
as it is plainly recited by the hiftorian of this 

chapter. 

The previous circumftances are thefe. 

The kingdom of Ifrael, after its feparatlon 
from that of Judah under Rehoboam, the 
fon of Solomon, from fituation and policy 

becan^ 
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became exceedingly corrupted in religious 
principles, and devoted to the worfhip of 
idols. And this was more particularly their 
cafe under the adminiftratipn of Ahab, who 
having married Jezebel, an idolatrous prin- 
cefs of the Zidonians, added her bigotry to 
his own ', and, as we read, *' fhehad four hun- 
dred prophets of the groves, which did eat at 
her own table," whilft " he reared up an altar 
for Baal in the houfeof Baal, and made agrove, 
and did more to provoke the Lord God of If- 
rael to anger, than all the kings of Ifrael 
that were before him/' This pre-eminence 
in idolatry was the more extraordinary, and 
marks the vehement corruption of his time, 
as his predeceflbrs, for the moft part, appear 
to have been as profligate and idolatrous as 
any princes upon record* 

Poflibly, there may arife a thought in fome 
of my hearers, how it fhould happen, that 
the children of Ifrael and Judah, who had fo 
true an infight into the nature of God and 
religion, from their fcriptures, and had re- 
ceived the Bftoft vifible proteftion from hi§ 
provideiice as a nation, fhould yet be fo apt 

to fall away from their allegiance to him> 

and 
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and corrupt themfelves fo often with idola * 
try; that, as one* hath well obferved from 
their hirtory, " the great commandment 
which the jews particularly received, * the 
Lord thy God is one Lord, and him only 
ihalt thou ferve,' they feemed to haye made 
it their bufinefs continually to tranfgrcfs." 
Their idolatry, however, when they had 
juft come out of Egypt, though fo grofs as 
to give occafxon to the firft commandment, 
is not fo much to be wondered at ; for their 
minds, as well as bodies, were bowed down 
and debafed by their long fojourning in the 
land of flavery and fuperftition : and it is 
univerfilly true, that ftrong impreffions are 
not eafily erafed, and weak minds are ever 
llruck with fcnfible reprefentations. Even 
the idolatry of the heathens, at that timcj^ 
will admit of fome excufe, when it is con- 
fidered, that the firft notions of God were 
worn out and forgotten by the vices of their 
fathers : fo true it is, that every man, feel- 
ing himfelf dependent, naturally looks out 
for fome fupport, be it religious or fupcrfli- 
tious, againft the evils of life and death ; 

infomuch, 
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Baal-peor of the Moabites, and the Venus, 
Priapus, Bacchus and Belloha of the greeks; 
which amounted to an abfolute confecration 
of vice; and, confequently, moft acceptable 
to every fenfual mind, to the luftful, the 
drunken, or the violent Ahab, and his court. 
I pbferved before, ^ where religion ends, 
fuperflition begins/ I would apply this obfer- 
vation to the hiftory of falfe religion, and, 
believe, it will be found invariably juft. Vice 
naturally embodies the mind ; fhrinks back 
from fpirit; and Ir-ys hold on fenfe. A religi- 
ous truft' in fomething is neceflary to keep 
us frora defpair : when vice, therefore, hath 
alienated us from the God of purity, we mufl 
turn to a lefs perfed model ; to any' thing ra- 
ther than nothing ; ajid fay, * thou flialt be 
my God.' /Thus the vicious heathen and cor- 
rupted jew, who could hold no communion 
with the eternal fpirit, fell down before 
the more ufeful parts of nature, or deified 
the pafiions they would indulge : they 
made them iniages which turned to their 
own decay; yea, they oftered their- fons and 
their daughters unto devils.* ' In the fame 
fpirit, the papill: hath followed clofe at 

the 
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the heels of the pagan iTiythoIo^ifl', and in- 
vented or adopted the dodrinc gf reprefent- 
ing images, and mediatorial iaints, rather 
than apply, as dircifted by the Icriptures, 
with humbled hearts and corrected padlons, 
through Jefus Chrift, to God. A fenfual 
mind would rather olTer an hcccatomb than 
reftrain one vice ; would fubmit to any.un- 
commanded duty of fuperflitionj would 

9 t 

** give the fruit of his body for. the fin of 
his foul /' would go twenty pilgrin7ages to 
Mecca, or Jerufalem, rather than be '* holy, 
jull, and good/' Add to this, which is 
an undoubted hiftorical fact, that the cor- 
ruptions of popery and mahometanifm made 
their progrefs and appearance when corrup- 
tion of manners was in the extreme among 
the eaftern and wedern chriilians ; - and I 
believe it will be found a certain trutb, 
that no nation i\\ the world ever did or 
will receive either of thofe fylleins, or any 
other fyfi-cm of corrupt religion, unkfs in 
the lowed ft'ate of s:rorsners and immoralitv. 
This jfketch of idolatry may account for 
the propriety of. God's punilhing it as the 
greateft of crimes, bccaufe it is not a de- 
feat of the underfianding cMily, but of the 
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will : the heart and afFedions are firft 
corrupted, and, then, the underftanding 
contributes its afGftance to fupport the 
falfe fyftem which they have introduced. 
When the heart of Solomon had drawn 
him to idolatry, his wifdom was employ- 
ed, in adjusting their ritual, and building 
their fhrines. Now all true religion is 
given for the purpofc of regulating our 
afiedtions : all falfe religion tends to mif- 
place and diforder them. A bad man, 
whofe pride makes him think nothing fu-*^ 
perior to himfelf, muft naturally chufe a 
deity like himfelf 5 partial, capricious, fen- 
fual, and unjuft. A good man, " out of 
the good treafure of his heart," will form 
his idea of the divine being, patient, pure, 
benevolent and juft; with all thofe proper- 
ties, in the higheft perfeftion, which he Ian- 
guifhes and afpires after himfelf; in fhort, 
like fomething which he feels he is not, but 
deeply wifhes that he was. And this is the 
left of chriftianity which our faviour held 
out to the jews, when they afieded to be 
doubtful of its authority : ^* if any man 
will do his (God's) will, he flxaU know of 

tht 
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the dodkrine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I fpeak of myfelf/* 

But to return to the religious ftate of 
Ifrael, whom we left under Ahab's govern- 
ment, in the darkeft fuperftition, corrup- 
tion, and idolatry. 

. Whilft this prince eftablifticd a pompous 
fcrvice for his falfe gods, we nlay prefume 
fhat he perfeeuted the followers of the 
true God -, for his zeal and impiety would 
naturally difpofe him to intolerance. We 
might be fure, therefore, though the hif- 
torian had taken no notfce of it, that, while 
*' the prophets of the groves were four 
hundred, and the prophets of Baal four 
hundred and fifty men," the prophets of the 
Lord would be reduced in their numbers, 
would be ** deffitute, afflidled, tormented," 
till there were few or none of them left^ 
and no other durft fucceed to their funftion. 
But the complaint of Elijah is both too 
pertinent and pathetic to be omitted : *^ I, 
even I only, am left, and they feek my life 
to take it away." However, it pleafed the 
providence of God, low as his church ap- 
peared at that time in the land of Ifrael, 
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arid unlikely to fliew any fymptom of vigor 
or revival, to give fuch a check to the ido- 
latrous Ahab and his queen, and to throw 
fuch light upon the deluded people, by this 
his only prophet that v^'as left, this fingle fo- 
litary pillar that remained amidft the ruins of 
the houfe of God, as might ftand a monu- 
ment of his glory to* that and fucceeding 
ages. And this is the flory to which the 
reafoning of our text relates, and which I 
promifed to give you in the words of the 
holy fcriptures. 

Elijah having foretold a famine, which 
was now ccme to pafs for the wickednefs . 
pf Ifrael and its king, had doubtlefs given 
great offence to both; as finners rarely con* 
fider, at jfirft, the caufe and end of their fuf- 
ferings, and will quarrel with any thing 
rather than the vices which produced them. 
The prophet, therefore, thought it prudent 
to conceal himfelf, till the word of the 
Lord came unto him faying, ** Go, fhew 
thyfelf to Ahab." Then prudence was at 
an end : '' the word of the Lord,*' which 
was his diredion, would be his fupport. 

'' And 
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" And It came to pafs, when Ahab faw 
Elijah, that Ahab fviid unto him. Art thou 
he that troubleth Ifrael ? and he anfwered, 
I have not troubled Ifrael, but thbu and thy 
father's houfe, in that ye have forfaken the 
commandments of. the Lord, and thou haft 
followed Baalim. Now therefore fend, and 
gather to me all Ifrael unto mount Carmel, 
and the prophets of Baal, and the prophets 
of the groves. So Ahab fent unto all the 
children of Ifrael, and gathered the prophets 
togeth:fr unto mount Carmel. And Eli- 
jah came unto all the people, and faid, How 
long halt ye between two opinions ? if the 
Lord be God, follow hirn ; but if Baal, 
then follow him. And the people an- 
fwcred him not a word. Then faid Elijah • 
unto the people, I, even 1 only, remain a 
prophet of the Lord ; but Baal's prophets 
tire four hundred and fifty men. "Let them, 
therefore, give us two bullocks ; and let 
them chufe one bullock for themfelves, and 
cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and 
put no fire under ; and I will drefs the other 
bullock* and lay it on wood, and put no 
fire under. And call ye on the name of 

your 
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your gods, and I will call on the name of 
the Lord ; and the God that anfwcrcth by 
fire> let him be God. And all the people 
anfwered and faid> It is well fpoken. And 
Elijah faid unto the prophets of Baal, chufe 
you one bullock for yourfelves, and drefs it 
firfl $ and they dreiled it, and called on the 
name of Baal from morning even until 
noon^ faying, O Baal, hear us. But there 
was no voice, nor any that anfwered^ And 
it came to pafs at noon, that Elijah mocked 
them, and faid. Cry aloud, for he is a god ; 
cither be is a talking, or he is purfuing, or 
he is in a journey, or peradvcnture he 
ileepeth and mufl be awakened. And they 
cried aloud, and cut themfclvcs, after their 
manner, with knives and lancets, till the 
blood gu(hed out upon them. And it came 
to pafs, when mid-day was paft, that there 
was neither voice, nor any that regarded. 
And Elijah faid unto all the people. Come 
near unto me. And all the people came 
near unto him; and he repaired the altar 
of the Lord that was broken down ; and he 
made a trench about the altar as great as 
would contain two meafiires of feed. And 

he 
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ht put the wood in order^ and cut the bul- 
lock in pieces^ and laid bim on the wood» 
and faidi Fill four barrels with water^ and 
pour it on the burnt-facrificey and on the 
wood. And he iaid. Do it the fecond time ; 
and th^ did it the fecond time. And he 
faid. Do it the third time ; and they did it 
the third time. And the water ran round 
about the altar^ and he filled the trench alfi> 
with water. And it came to pafs« at the 
time of the evening^facrifke^ that Elijah 
the prophet came near and faid^ ^ Lord 
God of Abraham^ Ifaac, ^nd of Ifrael^ let 
it be known this day that thou art God in 
IfraeU and that I am thy feryant> and that 
I have done all thefc things at thy word. 
Hear me, OvLord^ hear me^ that this people 
may know that thou art the Lord God^ 
{ind that thou haft turned their heart back 
again.' Then the 6re of the Lord felU and 
confumed the burnt- facrifice> and the wood^ 
and the ftones, and the duft^ and licked up 
the water that was in the trench. And all 
the people fell on their faces^ and faid, 
^ The Lord, he is the God : the Lord, he 
is the God." 

Theft 
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Thefe are the words of the facred hifto^ 
rian ; fo beautiful, fo pointed, and fo juft, 
as not to ftand in any need either of my 
comment or my praife. Yet, from the ge- 
neral hiftory of the Hate of Ifrael here laid 
down, fome few obfervations will arife that 

may not be an unufeful conclufion, 

«' 

And, fir ft, we may learn from it the in- 
fluence of a prince towards the forming of 
a national religion. 

In the reign of thofe good kings, Jofiah and 
Hezekiah, purity of worfbip, and its attend- 
ant, fandity of manners, were reft o red to 
Ifrael and to Judah : under Jeroboam, the- 
{on of Nebat, *' who made Ifrael to fin," and 
Ahab, a trait of whofe hiftor}' hath been 
particularly mentioned here, idolatry, vice, 
and profligacy over-ran the deluded people*. 
f Our own country can bear fome teftimony 
j to this truth ; though in a limited gcJvern- 
■ ment the example of the prince is not fodif- 
fufi veas in morearbitrary forms of civil polity ♦• 
The manners of England, however, received 
a remarkable alteration for the worfe by the 
ecceffion and reign of Charles the fecond ; 
which, though the religious hypocrify of a 

former 
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former age might have contributed to cor- 
rupt, (for of all the vile things in this world 
religious hypocrify is the vileft;) yet themoft 
candid hiftorians allow, that the vices of the 
continent, which were then imported, had a 
quick and general influence in this ifland; and 
thefe, undulating from the centre, were fooa 
felt in the extremes, where they ftill maintain, 
the poflefixon they then unfortunately ac- 
quired. From hence then I would infer 
the .propriety of the apoftlc's direction, 
*^ that fupplications and prayers be made 
for kings, and all who are in authority ;" 
and. the wifdom of our cliurch in her d^ily re- 
petitions to the fame efFcft : nor is it lefs the 
duty of every private chriflian, when he ap- 
proaches the throne of grace, to offer up a 
petition for the ruler of his country ; that 
the King of kings v/ouid du'cit every raiove- 
ment of bis heart to the glory of God, and 
the good of the people comnutted to his 
charge. 

In the fecond place, I would obferve, 
though it mu/1 be naich too briefly, (and it 
is a polition v/hich i wilh you would exa- 
mine to tlic br>ttom, and trace through all 

its 
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its €(Kifequeilces) that religion and humaib 
nature are coeval and congenial ; were bom> 
muft live, and end together. Even Jere- 
boom and Ahab, abandoned as they were, 
and inclined to ** make Ifrael to fin," did 
not think of deftroying and annihilating di* 
vine wor(hip, but only of defacing and cor- 
rupting it. They knew that the people of 
Ifrael could not bear to think that they 
were deftitute of an invifible proteftor ; 
therefore, when they deprived them of the 
temple at Jerufalem, they fet up the golden 
calves in Bethel and in Dan. Hence 
I draw the moft conclufive argument 
in favour of the neceffity of religion ; for 
no nation that ever exifted in the world 
could continue without it: if their vices have 
made them to reject true religion, their 
nature has compelled them to embrace a 
falle one ; any rather than none ; to wor- 
ihip a calf at Dan, or a crocodile in 

Egypt. 

And, therefore, in the laft place, from 
this hiftory of the jews, we (hould learn 
" not to be high-minded, but fear/' to fear 
left our profligacy of manner* (hould cor- 
rupt 



( 47 ) 

rupt the purity of our faith> and, make« us 
chufe a lie^'Veycn popery, that horrid <rr' 
difguife of chriftianity, or fomething equally ;' 
foolifh and corrupt^J 

This is doubtlefs thought a very needlefs ^ 
exhortation. We are too enlightened, too 
refilled, too well acquainted with the prin- 
ciples of fcience, to fall into fuch grofs 
corruptions, notwithftanding the grofs de- 
generacy of our manners. On this I (hall 
only obferve, that if one of the priefts of 
Ifrael, amid ft the better day% of Solomon, 
and all the glory of the temple-fervice, had 
warned his people not to worfhip ** the 
gods of the Zidonians>" it would alfo have 
been thought a very needlefs exhortation ; 
the king of Ifrael was too enlightened, the 
national temper was too refined, the law 
was never fo well underftood — when, lo ! 
vice arofe : the wifdom of this enlightened 
prince was darkened ; the fenfuality of the 
people brutalifed and deformed the notions 
of their better days ; and all ran headlong 
to the houfe of Baal, and ** worshipped 
the gods of the Zidonians.'' 

We 
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We are, furely, a moft profligate people: 
-our nobles and our commonalty arc Icanda- 
loufly unprincipled and corrupt^ the Lord's 
day, efpecially in the capital and its neigh- 
bourhood, is diligently and openly pro- 
faned j the laws that fhould guard our 
manners are defied, or defpifed. I do not 
care to finifli the pidiure I have begun — 
Whether our lamentable debauchery will 
end in the fame fottifh folly with that of 
Ifrael, God only knows. It cannot end 
well : it muft end terribly, if not averted 
by repentance. For fome time, the prayers 
of' ** the ten righteous" may preferve the 
devoted city, but vice muft exterminate it 
at the laft ; either by utter extinftion, or 
a judicial blindnefs, equally fatal to our 
happinefs and profperity* 



Discourse 



( 4^ ) 



DISCOURSE IV. 

I KINGS XVIII. 21, 

AND ELIJAH CAME UNTO ALL THE PEOPLE, AND 
SAID, HOW LONG HALT 'yE BETWEEN TWO 
OPINIONS ? IF THE LORD BE GOD, FOLLOW 
IlIM; BUT IF BAAL, THEl^ FOLLbW HIM. 

These words of the prophet were ad^ 
dreffed to his countrymen, the jews, to ihew 
thcni the extreme folly of halting between 
two opinions in religious matters, and mix- 
ing the worflbip of idols with the worfhip 
of God. Religion implies an intire devo-» 
tion of the afFedtions to fome being, whom 
we fiippofc both able and willing to help 
us in our diftrefs. He muft, therefore^ 
be all-powerful^ all-knowing, and all- 
good. If not all-powerful, fome other 
being might prevent his good intentions : 
if not all-knowing, he might overlook or 

D forget 
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forget our wants : and If not all-good, he 
might not be inclined to relieve them, 
Reafon, therefore^ tells us, and tells us in 
language which can neither be overlook- 
ed nor miflaken, that the obje£t of di- 
vine worihip is one, independent, perfedl 
being — ** the only wife and true God." 
But, fo it is, that the cafe bath ever- 
more liappened otherwife with thofe na- 
tions, however knowing In other refpeds, 
who - have received no divine revelation. 
The learned Egyptian, the polite Athe- 
nian, the eloquent Roman, the ingenious 
Chinefe, were equally fubjedt to this afl:o«^ 
niftiing weaknefs with the Wunt unlet- 
tered Theban, and the barbarous inhabi- 
tants of South America and the Cape* But 
what is more extraordinary, the jews them- 
felves,. •* to whom were committed the 
oracles of Gqd" were ftrongly inclined to 
this unreafi)nable worihip. And this marks 
its original : the vices they had in com- 
mon with the gentiles made them forget 
that ** God, who is a fpirit," and run with 
cagernefs tD thofe impure rites with which 
the gentiles celebrated their idolatry. It i&^ 

certaia 
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certain that the people of Ifrael wert fe-> 
markably idolatrous^ when the prophet 
addreflcd them in , the words of the text i 
and furely no words could be better adapted 
to the occafion. 'Tis as if he had faid 
to the aflertibled people j ^* Ye know that 
it is impoffible to follow two contrary 
principles with equal zeal and fincerity; 
to worfhip thefe idols whofe religious 
rites lead direcftly to impurity, and that 
** God| who is a fpirit, and who will be 
worfhippedinfpiritandintruth." ** Chufb 
ye this day, therefore, whom ye will ferve :'* 
* halt no longer between tWo opinions/' I 
aril commiffioned by the eternal God to give 
yoii fuffieient evidence of his power : wor- 
fhip then either " the God of Ifrael/' o^ 
the gods of the nations whom you have 
chofen/' ** For the Lord your God is a 
jealous God :" he will not divide his empire 
with another 2 he will not bear a rival in 
your affeftions : you muft cither be wholly 
his> or forfake all intereft in him/* 
Such was the addrefs of the venerabU 
prophet to his mifguided countrymen. Per* 
mit me to apply it to my own. We are 
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ftot indeed, blcfled be God \ In fuch a la- 
mentable eftate as thefe Ifraelitcs, either a&, 
to ignorance or immorality : but we are cer- 
tainly very bad as to the latter ; and, as to 
matters of opinion, there muft be fome- 
thing very wrong to produce, or even not to 
check fuch a fenfual courfe of life, as the ge- 
nerality of chriftians are engaged in. Yet 
the new Tcftament was, I apprehend, ne- 
ver better underftood, than at this time 
that it is fo very ill praflifed. How, you 
will fay, can this happen ? can a man know 
what is good, and chufe what is ill ? or, at 
leaft, if paffion fhould fometimes over-, 
come his reafon, can he perfift in a courfe 
of wrong action for any confiderable time, 
perhaps to the end of his life ? The truth 
of the matter feems to be this ; though, by 
the difFufion of learning, and the extinftion 
of vulgar fuperftitions, the human mind is 
relieved from the burthens under which it 
formerly ftaggered, and is even ftrengthened, 
fb as to know and underftand the terms upon 
which it fhall be accepted,. yet, we are not 
fincere and unmixed in our chriftian pro- 
feliion ; we *< halt between two opinioas." 

The 
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The education and manners of the world 
are now fo exceedingly corrupt, and we are 
fo early imprefled with the importance of 
pleafure, (for that is the name given to a 
certain round of diffipation,) and the necef- 
fity of gain to fupport thofe pleafures, that 
the minds of our young people are either 
intirely engaged with one of thefe things, 
or regularly divided between them. Hence 
it muft happen, that the affedlions are pre- 
judiced at a very early age, and being 
ftrengthened by habit, out reafon is intoxi- 
cated ; and often awakens not from its deli-, 
rium, till it is roufcd by fomc fevere afflic- 
tion, or alarming ficknefs. For, barely 
to acknowledge a truth, has little or no 
cfFedt upon our conduct, unlefs we feel 
that we are interefted in it ; then our af- 
fedlibns tak^ the matter in hand, and will 
not let us alone till they have made 
us aft according to that convidlion. If I 
was informed, though upon the bed au- 
thority, that the king had made a con- 
fiderable grant to a man I never heard of 
Jsefqre, I (hould have no other ideas about 
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the matter^ than that the one had a right to 
make the grants and the pther to receive it : 
my afFeftions would b^ intirely unmoved. 
If I heard that the fame grant was made to 
9L good man whom I had never f^en^ I (hould 
rejoice in proportion as my affeftions were 
attached to goodpefs : if to a good man and 
a neighbour, I flipuld rejoice more, as my 
fifFedipn; had Wronger hold to wp^k upon : 
if tq 4 particular friend and relation, my joy 
would rife ftiU higher, as I felt myfelf ftill 
nearer concerned ^ I (hould inquire jnore 
particularly concerning it : if tq myfelf, my 
jpy would then be perfeft in its kind ; it 
would engage not only my thoughts, hut my 
pareatidattentipn. 

Now, this is juft the cafe in religion^ 
When a di^P^ted man of the world reads 
in the new Teftament, that ^* Jefus Chrift 
died for all men, for that ajl are finners ;" 
♦^ in whom we have redemption by faith in 
his blood '/' (the noblpft grapt that was ever 
made to mortal man !) ^hefe fentences make 
little or no impreffion upon hini> though 
perhaps he dpes npt doubt their authority ; 
but his affedions are engaged with worldly 
pbjedtsjf neither his hopes nor fears arc 

alarmed ; 
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alarmed ; and, by a power we have of cjc- 
eluding at pleafure all ideas that depend up-- 
on reafoning, he rocoUedts not his particu- 
lar vices j he puts away from him all 
thoughts of the day of judgment ; he does 
not feel his own unworthincfs, or th^ 
ncceflity of a redeemer. Nay, we will 
even fuppofe that this fame poor crea- 
ture, intoxicated with the love of the 
world and himfelf, (hall hear the plaineft 
denunciation of fcripture againft his vices, 
and yet be never the better for it ; becauiis 
his aflfedions are untouched, or fo gently 
bruQied by it, as not to feel any particular 
uneafincfs. This could not happen to any 
man whofc reafon was unclouded by his 
paffions $ but thus, fome little excufe, or 
fome latitude of interpretation, fuggeftcd by 
vice, (hall ferve to invalidate the plain- 
ed declaration of the word of God. That 
there are fuch declarations, no one, I fup- 
pole, will doubt : that they have been of- 
ten heard by chriftian profeiTors is as 
certain; and, it is as certain, that they 
have continued in the vices they heard thus 
plainly condemned, ** Be not deceived, 

D 4 fays 



( 56 ) . 

fays the apoftlc; neither fornicators, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abufers of 
thcmfelves with mankind, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revijers, nor 
extortioners, fhall inherit the kingdom of 
God." /^May we fuppofe now, that any 
one who hears me, lives in the free induK 
gence of luft, or drunkennefs, or fraud, or 
covetoufnefs, or extortion, or evil-fpeaking, 
but why do I confine myfelf to thefe ?J Is 
not every wilful finner folemnly declared 
by our ffiviour and his apoftlcs to be in- 
capable of inheriting the kingdom of 
Chrift and of Qod ? Every page of the 
new Teftament confirms this leading truth; 
that *^ the wrath of God is revealed fron^ 
heaven againft all unrighteoufnefs of man i'* 
that no habitual pradlifer of one vice, or 2, 
defpifer of one virtue, can poffibly be in-i 
eluded within the promifes of the gofpel. 

I am now come to a point, upon which I 
greatly defire tq engage your earneft atten- 
tion. *' Elijah faid unto the people, when 
they halted between two opinions, if the 
J^prd be God, follow him; but if Baal, 




( 57 ) • 

follow him.** I alfo, a minifter of Jefus 
Chrift, though not ** in the pov>'er of Eli-* 
jah," yet in the fame fpirit of earneftnefs 
and fincerity, do folemnly adjure you, by all 
your hopes of heaven, to make the fame 
trial of your religious opinions.. 

There are^ two notions which divide the 
world. The firft and moft common is, * that 
there is no abfolute neceflity of pradifing 
all the precepts of the new Teftament, efpe- 
cially in their full extent; that fome al- 
lowances are to be made for the times; 
that if we are but decent in our behaviour, 
not fcandaloufly immoral or profane, there 
is no occafion to go to the extremity of 
virtue, and aflert the laws of God with 
fuch unfocial warmth, as to endanger our 
advancement or Gonne<Sions with the world, 
and to be called precife and fooliflb, and ill- 
natured, by the greater part of our neigh-» 
hours: in (hort, that feveral virtues will 
fxcufe or atone for the occafional intermif- 
fion of others, or even the indulgence of 
foirifc vices.' 

The fccond opinion of religion is, * that 
yfp a(5l and live under the conft.:nt eye 

of 
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of God: that we are not at liberty to 
quit his laws at one time^ and to abide by 
them at another, but muft uniformly en- 
deavour to do what he requires : that we 
arc his, body and foul, " bought with a 
price/' obliged to labour in his fervice, and 
promote his glory by every means in our 
power, whether fuitable to our worldly in- 
terefts and connections or not ; that, with 
the converted apoftle, we muft fay, **Lordl 
what wouldft thpu have me to do ?" 

Thefe are, as I faid, the two opinions 
that divide the world : an outward profef- 
fion, refting in a carelefs, cold, ununiform 
praftice ; and a warm vigorous fenfe of the 
Jove of God, intertwifted with the affediions, 
and evermore at wqrk to promote his glory, 
in a pure and holy converfation, both in 
others and ourfelves , Under which of tbcfe 
will you be ranked ? " Chufe ye this day 
whom ye will ferve :" ** hajt no longer be- 
tween two opinions/* It is the higheft folly 
to ftand between both ^ tq be neither a fin- 
cere follower of Jefus Chrift, nor a fbllcfwer 
pf the cuftoms of the world ; for by this 
pie?.ns you gain the advantages of neither. 

The 
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The man of the world indulges his paffions, 
freely and without conftraint ; only taking 
care to keep within the laws of his country, 
and fo much reputation as is ufefu} to hi$ 
?Ufairs, In this, he is in the right, accord- 
ing to his own principles : his expedlation^ 
?ire only from the world ; it is fit, there* 
fore, that he fliould make the bed of it. 

The fervant of Chrift, at the very en-? 
trance into his religion, promifcd to ** fight 
againft the world, the flefli, and the devil ;'* 
fuid to promote God's glory, and the good 
pf his fellow-creatures, not only by fome, 
but by all the means in his power; in 
ihort, to be wholly the property of Jefu» 
phriftandof God. 

Which, pow, of thefe two charadlers 
will you aflTume ? If you are a man of 
the world, ypu have the advantages which 
^he world promifes, though it does not 
always pay them : if ypu are a chriftian, 
you give up feme feeming advantages for 
the fake of thofe invifible but ineftima- 
ble treafures, the prefent and future fa- 
vour of God, through Jefus Chrift: our 
Lord. But, there is no mixing thefe cha- 
ra(5lers : tl^fcre is no ** halting between thefe 
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two opinions." It is abfurd to think of it; 
and a trifling unftcady conduft is ridiculous 
in any important bufincfs, and Icaft of all 
tolerable in religion. 

I may, perhaps, make this clearer to 
you by a familiar inftance. f Some of you 
keep fervants^ Suppofe your fervant {hould 
refufe many of your orders, becaufe they 
were not agreeable to his own inclina- 
tions, or thofc of his fellow- fervants ; 
and at fome parts of the day was ready 
to ferve you, and at others determined 
to plcafc himfclf. Or, fuppofe he fhould 
do what h? called his proper bufinefs, 
but negledl your general intereft; or fee 
you injured ' or difhonoured frequently, 
without being any ways grieved at it, or 
ciideavouring to prevent or redrefs it ; would 
fuch a conduct oblige, or ^ven incline you 
to ** reward hjm, a? a good and faithful 
fervant?" 

Nay, further, let us only fuppofc that 
your fervant refufed one command, which 
he plainly knew you had given, and perfift 
jp fuch rcfufah or neglcftypur intereft grofs-^ 
ly in any one particular ; how, let me a^k* 
would you confider hirn? I believe you 

would 
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would both vindicate your authority, and 
cxpcft an univerfal fidelity : and no one 
would wonder if you (bould. And are not 
we, by our very profeffion, fervants of Jefus 
Chrift ; bound, not only to obey his com-' 
mands as far as cuftom or conimon morals 
go, but even to promote his glory, with 
every member of our body and every faculty 
of our foul, to the end of our lives. What 
then fhall we fay to thofe flothful and un- 
profitable fervants, who have only fo much 
of religion as to condemn themfelves ; a 
mere profeffional outfide : who are decent, 
perhaps moral, for the moft part, in their 
conduft, but from fome other principle than 
devotion ; who love not goodnefs and good, 
men, and who will not ftir a ftep out of the 
common road to promote them 5 who. coolly 
anfwer, *' it is not their bulinefs, and that 
they fhall make themfelves enemies by 
fuch conduft/* 

May Almighty God be mciciful unto 
them! but our fears for them may well ex* 
ceed our hopes. The prophet David faith of 
God and his perfeflions, *' like as the hart 
defireth the water- brooks, fo longeth my foul 

after 
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after thee, O God;" and of the blefTed iri^ 
fluences of divine worlhip, " Oh ! how 
amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of* 
hofts ! my foul hath a defire and longing 16 
enter into the courts of the Lord ; yea, my 
heart and my flefh rejoice in the living 
God.'* And our faviour, fays, *' if ye love 
me, keep my commandments ;" that is, yd 
will {et your minds upon keeping them with-^ 
out any referve; yewill heartily and uniformly 
endeavour it ; ye will go out of the way to pro- 
mote them ; ye will ftrive againft every con-^ 
trary emotion ; ye will lament deeply when 
ye fail, and, praying for *' that grace which 
is fufEcient for you," will watch more care-^ 
fully for the time to come. 

Perfedtion, indeed, is not in man ; and, 
therefore, is not required by a merciful Godi 
But thus much is required of every chriftian, 
firft, that he indulge no habits of fin ; that is» 
neither habitually praftifing what he knows 
to be wrong, nor habitually omitting what he 
knows to be right : and, fecondly, that he 
confiders every thing to be his duty which 
the providence of God puts in his way to 
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do, by which he may, in any wife, promote 
his gloryi or the good of his fellow-crea- 
tures, though it is not the immediate bufi- 
nefs of his calling, or even if it be fomewhat 
contrary to his interefts. Lefs than a fin- 
cere endeavour after duty, comes not up 
to the point of being a confiftent chriftian 
and ^' a friend of God;" and, therefore, 
cannot ** inherit the promifes." 

And, now, let us apply thefe obfervations 
to ourfelyes, and to our prefent fpiritual 
condition. 

I fear, that the greater part of you, have 
fome unfubdued diforderly afFeftion, which 
you prefer before the law of the eternal God. 
But I will not accufe you ; afk yourfelves, 
therefore, thefe plain queftions. *• Am I a 
confiftent chriftian ? do I perform with my 
beft endeavours what I know God expedlfr 
from me? do I read the fcriptures withi 
thankfulnefs ; or, if I cannot read, do I take 
all proper opportunities of hearing thenoi 
read ? do I •* keep the Lord's day holy ;" 
that is, devote it intirely to my own in* 
ftru&ion, and the fervice of God ? do I 
liinder no one elfe from *^ keepiiig the Lord's 

day 
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^4y holy/* tradefmen, fervants, artd tif* 
like, by my vifiting, travelling, dreffing; or 
doing thofe things whichi with fome little 
contrivance, might as wcllbc done at ano- 
ther time ? Do I often pray by myfelf ? do 
I pray alfo with my family nidrning and 
evening, and inftrudt my fervants and chil- 
dren to the beft of my ability, and reftrain 
them as much as poffible from vice ? Am I 
temperate, and gentle, and courteous, and 
juft : tender of the good name of my neigh* 
hours ; with charity, ** thinking no evil ;" 
and inclined rather to ftifle than to fpread 
an ill report, when I hear it in con- 
verfation ? Am I charitable to their bo- 
dily wants alfo, relieving them to the 
bell of my power; and not laying ujp 
for the fuperfluities of my own family, but 
trufting them fomewhat to the providence 
of God ? Do I forgive, as I would be for- 
given ? Am I truly zealous for God's glory ? 
can I bear to hear an oath, or profane ex- 
preflion, or any thing that derogates from 
the honour of God, without feeling it as 
deeply as if my own honour, or that of my 
beft friend was wounded? Do I lovegoo4- 
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tefs, and good men j rejoice when they are 
advanced, and lend an helping hand towards 
their fuccefs ; and difcouragcahd reprefs vice, 
by private reproof ? To thefe, many others 
might be added. All I fhall obferve upon them 
is, that fuch inquiries will certainly infornfx 
you, whether you are chriftians, fuch as thfc 
new Teftament direds, and our faviour re- 
quires, or fuch as the world calls its ** good 
fort of men;*' fit, indeed, for its places, 
profits and preferments, but very unfit for 
the kingdom of God, 

To conclude 5 let now the beft of us 
confider '* in how many things we of- 
fend all,** and mourn deeply for our 
faults ; but let the worfer fort tremble in- 
deed. How many Lord's days have they 
profaned ; how many facraments have they 
defpifed ; how many oaths and curfes have 
they fworn; how many flanders have they 
repeated ; how many proud thoughts have 
they entertained ; how many ways, in fhort, 
have they obftrufted the glory of God, and 
the good of their own fouls ? 

Neverthelefs, if we will proflrate ourfel ves 
at the throneof grace j humbleourhcarts,and 
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amend our lives ; there is yet mercy for the 
wicked^ througb Jefus Chrift our Lord. 
Let this be '* our confolation^ and our 
hope:" and let us inflantly lay hold of it» 
\9hile ** our day of grace" )afts, and before 
** the night comcth, when no man can 
work*" 
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DISCOURSE V. 



PSAZ,M CXIX. 9. 

I 

WHEREWITHAL SHALL A YOUNG MAN GLBANSB 
HIS WAY ? EVEN BY RULING HIMSELF AFTER 
THY WORD. 

The book of Pfalms, from whence this 
precept is taken, is a collediion of devo- 
tional and religious truths, which havealways 
been held in the higheft eftimation both 19. 
the jewifh and chriftian church. And this 
maxim from them, which I have read to 
you, I think peculiarly worthy of your 
ftriSefl: examination and concern. How, 
%s the wife king, fhall a young unexpe^ 
ricnced man condud himfelf, amxdft the 
▼arious paths of life that are before him, 
fo as to meet the feweft dangers and difficul- 
ties here, and enfure to himfelf the greateft 

E ^j happinefs 
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Iiappinefs hereafter ? And this queftlon fic? 
immediately decides, by faying, that if the 
yotrng man will but obferve the plain track 
tvhichis chalked outfor himin the fcriptures > 
believing what is there revealed^ and doing 
what is there required, he cannot mifs of 
happinefs hereafter, and has every proba- 
bility of enjoying it here. This, I think, 
is the fenfe of the text. 

My prefent purpofe, therefore, is to il- 
luftrate, and apply it. 

It may be, fome ingenous youth who has 
his path of life to chufe, one of thofe few 
*^ who are yet unfpotted with the world/' 
i^ ctfm6 to the houfe of God for inftruftion. 
And, it may be, that the further confidera- 
tion of this difcourfe, in the many vifible 
advantages attending a chriftian courfe of 
life, fhall move him to embrace the gof- 
pel in all its purity, and to devote himfelf 
from this hour to the pradice of thofe 
duties that will enfure to him the favour. 
of God* Soon, perhaps, the evil cuftoms 
of the world would have entangled him ; 
Satan would have tempted, fenfe would 

have 
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Irave allured, till he had fallen under fuch 
repeated . attacks ; or, however, been fo 
fettered, as to have made the greater part 
of his life ufelefs, if not hurtful to himfelf 
and the v^orld; and^ though not finally 
overwhelnied him, yet laid in ample mate- 
rials for a long and painful repentance. To 
have fixed him in fome gainful and ho- 
nourable profeflion of the world, to have 
catched and faved him when his foot was 
flipping upon the edge of a precipice, would 
yield the trueft pleafure to any one, who was 
endued only with the feelings of a. man ; 
how much greater then the fatisfadlion, to 
be inftrumental in fnatching him from the 
greateft mifery, and pointing out to him 
the greafteft happinefs, that tongue can 
Utter, pv that heart can conceive ? 

** Wherewithal (hall a young man ckanfe 
his way? Ev6n by ruling himfelf after thy 
word." 

In dijfcpurfing upon this text, the only 
propofition I ftiall defire to be taken for 
granted is, that the holy fcriptures are the 
word of God, and that every adlibn of our 
livejs arie to be judged by them at the laft 
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day. And, then, I will confidcr the phrafe 
of ** ruling ourfclves after the word of God 5 '' 
and fliew you, that whoever does fo in its 
jufl: extent and acceptation, muft needs have 
many peculiar advantages, from the nature 
of things, in every profeflion and occupa- 
tion in life. 

It may feem a little extraordinary, that 
I (hould think myfelf obliged to fct out, 
with laying down to you what it is^ to com- 
ply with the direftion of our text, namely, 
** to rule ourfelves by the word of God,'' 
One would think that nothing could be 
plainer to any man who reads the new Tefta- 
ment, than this fimplc and confiftent idea 
of it ; that we are intirely deVoted to the 
fervice of Chrift, who hath " bought us 
with a price" and ** reconcilfed us to God 
by the offering of himfelf ;" but at the 
fame time, that he will only ** purify unto 
himfelf a peculiar people zealous of good 
works ;" that he will fave us from our fins, 
when we abhor them, but not in our fins, 
while we enjoy them^ and that, therefore, 
no man who indulges one fin, that is, ha- 
bitually 
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l>itually commits it^ and does not faithfully 
/Irive againft it, or defpifes one precept, or 
t^ixt virtue, can claim any benefit from the 
promifes of the gofpeh And, yet, I am 
afraid that we can count but &W who 
live according to this idea* The world 
are all for compounding this matter, 
feeing of that mangled, .motley, incon- 
fiftent charafter, viz. half-chriftians, and 
half-indulgers * of fome luft which chrif- 
tianity condemns. I fpeak not of profefTed 
profligates /who never come to church at all, ] 
l3ut of thofe who think themfelves gooci 
chriftian«, and fome of whom are thought 
ib by their neighbours. Nor do I fpeak 
here of thofe weak, well-intentioned men, 
who, propofing an intire obedience, fail 
for a time "through the deceiJdfiilnefs of 
iin," and the difficulty of conquering their 
paffions; but of thofe .chriftians, who^ 
ilrange to tell I xegularly and habitually 
omit certain duties, or commit certain 
<:rim£s, though plainly commanded or for- 
bidden by our favlour and his apoftles* 

I will give you fome inftances of this* 
One rnan^ will not relieve th^ poor, ac* 
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cording to his ability ; that is, he is of £o 
worldly a fpirit, that he thinks of nothing 
but applying the overplus of his ex* 
pcnfes to the making of a family, as it is 
called, and raifing his children, or relations, 
to an unneceffary pitch of greatnefs i whilfl: 
twenty excellent fchemes for promoting 
God's glory ftand ftill, for want of his ajT-^ 
fiilance, and hundreds of his brother- chrif- 
• tians, whom he might ealily relieve, want 
the comforts, perhaps the neceffaries of life. 
Another, who, by his very profcffion, is 
engaged ** to fight againft the world, 
and the flefh," regularly indulges himfelf 
in a fenfual courfe of life^ in gluttony^ 
drunkennefs, or luft. Other chriftians, 
are daily afperfing the good name of 
their neighbour, and are the very re- 
verfe of that exceflent and eflential quality 
which " thinketh no evil/' Others, again, 
defpifing the rule of the apoftle, that '* our 
fpeech fhould minifter grace to the hearers," 
will lie, or fwear, or ufe very unfcriptural 
liberties in converfatipn : and many make 
it a rule to forgive no injury, in compliance 
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laft IS remarkably the cafe of one profeffioa 
amongft us, and, in general, of the higher 
ranks of mankind, who would rather be rec- 
koned, though improperly, menof fpirit, than 
followers of the humble forgiving Jefus. 

In (hort, there is not one rule in the whole 
newTeftament that is not regularly difpenfed 
v^ith, by one or other of us, in the general 
plan of our lives ; at the fame time we 
call ourfelves chriftians, and expeft to be 
fav^d by our baptifmal covenant when we 
come to die, But, is this to ** rule our- 
felves, as David's young man was diredcd 
to do, by the word of God;" or not rather 
by our avarice, our fenfuality, our uncha- 
-ritablcnefs ; or, in (hort, our any one fa- 
vourite vice that conftitution, habit, or fa- 
/hion recommends ? Surely, this is trifling in 
no fmall degree with the eternal God. If 
fuch exceptions are admitted, every man will 
make fome, and chriftian morals will be at 
an end ; and the *^ terrors of the Lord," fo 
folemnly denounced in the new Teftament, 
Wiil be regarded as nothing, 

I know the ufual plea that is made for thefe 
liberties, viz. that the frailty of human nature 

will 
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will not admit of perfcdion : but this, though 
true in itfelfy is £o obvioufly mifapplied in 
the prefent cafe, that it is moft contemptibly 
falfe. For human frailty, though it docs 
not admit of perfection in the performance 
of our duty, yet furely admits of perfcdion 
in the plan 3 it admits of a defire and iincerc 
endeavour to perform the will of God ; Co 
that we {hould indulge no habit of doing 
otherwise, but propose to ourfelves, at 
leaft, an univerfal obedience to the laws 
of our heavenly Father, Lefs than this, 
is not confiftent either with fincerity or 
common fenie; Frailty is that weakneis 
in our nature which yields to the fudden* 
nefs of a temptation or allurement, be« 
fore we have had time to mufter up our 
ftrcngth, and fortify ourfelves againft it. 
It is abfurd, therefore, to talk of frailty, in 
what we daily perfifl in and repeat, and 
fliall, perhaps, continue to repeat to the 
end of our lives. No habitual robber 
pleads frailty when he is taken in the fad, 
becaufe he knows very well that he has ^•«- 
Jiberatcly preferred that method of life to 
boneft labour, in hopes, either of not being 

taken. 



( u ) 

taken, or of evading the evidence, or of pro- 
curing a reprieve. 

The w^orld, you fee, will allow of no 
fach plea in its laws ; ftill lefs will it 
allow it in its manners. If a man is daily 
qnarrelfome, and pafTionate, and proud, and 
infolent, he may probably call this difpo* 
fition his frailty; but every other perfon 
will queflionlefs call it his vice, and pu- 
nifh him for it with contempt and aver- 
fion. No wonder then that the word of 
God expeds as much deference from its vo- 
taries, as the laws and manners of men^ 
Hear it, and obferve, ** whofoever (hall keep 
the whole law, and yet offend* in one point, 
{that is, wilfully, .deliberately, and in the 
plan of his life,) he is guilty of all :" he 
defpifes and affronts the authority of God, 
which is the very charader of guilt. 

I have thus infifled upon the moft ob- 
vious of ail truths, viz. the intire obe- 
dience of a chriflian to the fcriptures in 
endeavour and intention 5 becaufe the prac* 
tice of moft people runs fb ftrangely con- 
trary, that one would be apt to think that 
they had fome other revelation whereby to 
guide themfelves, and by which they are to be 
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judged hereafter, than that which was gi- 
ven them by Jcfus Chrift. As the example 
of the many muft have a powerful influ- 
ence upon our young man, I could not but 
give him this caution how he muft undcr- 
ftand the precepts of the new Teftament : 
I will now proceed to what he will fur- 
ther find there. 

Nothing can be more clear than the mo- 
ral part of our religion, as it is delivered in 
the word of God : it directs each of its fol- 
lowers into all the duties of an holy and 
virtuous life, in every poffible relation in 
which he may ftand to God, his creator, 
and to man, his fellow- creature : he is a. 
dutiful fan, an affectionate brother, a tender 
hufband, a provident father, a kind neigh- 
bour, 'and a faithful friend: he is a con- 
ftand attendant upon the houfe of God ; fre- 
quent at his private prayers, and reading 
the fcriptures ; thinking often how he can 
beft glorify " his father who is in hea- 
ven," and more fearful of offending him by 
fin, than of any evil in the world : he has 
that humble, meek, and docile temper, fo 
peculiar to the genius of our religion, which, 
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v/hile it is going on ** from flrerigth tor 
ftrength/* is ever lamenting its own weak- 
ncfs, and will eagerly apply every opportu- 
nity of promoting God's glory, and the 
good of his fellow- creatures, with all the 
carneft fincerity of love. ** Love, indeed, 
is the fulfilling of the law." 

Here, therefore, we will reft upon thefe 
two pillars, love to God, and love to man* 
Whoever has really thefe foundations, with 
the new Teftament in his hand, and an ho- 
neft fincere heart to follow its dircdions as 
he wojuld thofe of any other book, it will 
be aflilredly his guide to happinefs and glory. 

It is alfo fufficiently obvious, that reli- 
gious principles muft naturally operate in 
this manner. _ - 

-AH vice is felfiihnefs, or confifts of felf- 
gratification at the expenfe of another ; all 
virtue is felf- denial, at the expenfe of our- 
felves, .and for the benefit of another. Fur- 
ther, virtue balances the judgment, cools 
the pafHons, reftifies and refines the mind : 
Whereas, vice, ever-guided by fancy and 
caprice, lofes its natural tafte for good, re- 
laxes its powers, and brings on a trifling, 
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unftcady, diffipatcd ftate of mind. There in 
moreover a reditude in virtue, that, like a 
ftrcight path, alvi^ays conduifts a man to its 
proper end, without either circumfpeftion or 
penetration of his own; whereas vice has fo 
many turns and obliquities, fo many arti- 
fices and fhifts neceflary to palliate and dif* 
guife, that the greateft natural fagacity, 
ftretched, to its utmoft diligence, is hardly 
fufficient to keep clear of the dangers that 
prefs upon it. 

The moft remarkable temptation in the 
life of Jofeph, and, in his circumftances, 
the moft flattering to enjoy, and the moft 
difficult to relift, was the folicitation of 
his miftrefs. Here were th^ two ftrongeft 
baits of the world ; apparent intereft and plea- 
fure. Too many chriftians, in his fituation, 
would have rejoiced in fuch an opportunity 
of fccuring a permanent intereft, as they 
would have thought it, in Potiphar's houfc, 
by engaging the afFedions of his wife ; of at 
leaft, betwren hope of enjoying her favour, 
and fear of provoking her refentment, would 
not have failed to have fallen into the fnarc. 
But Jofeph 's path of conduft was ftreigbt 
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and plain ; he would turn neither to the 
right hand nor to the left : he hoped no- 
thing good from vice ; he feared nothing 
bad from virtue ; his guide was the law of 
his God. The confequence of his beha- 
viour you well know : though puniftied for 
the prcfent by a falfe accufation, his inno- 
cence was ftiortly cleared, and he rofe after- 
wards to the greateft honours of an extenfive 
and oppulent kingdom. 

I would only, therefore, fuggeft to you 
what might have been the confeqiiences 
if he had complied with the temptation ^ 
and how truly wife he was, even in a po- 
litical light, to decline it. Such dangerous 
fecfets are rarely kept. Some prying fer- 
vant of the houfe, whom his former care 
had reproved or reftrained, would probably 
have rejoiced in an opportunity of dif- 
clofing it to his mafler, and thus mortify- 
ing and degrading the favourite, and, conie- 
quently, the envied hebrew. Potiphar himfelf 
might have felt the alienated affedions of his 
wife, or if he had been a man of jealoufy or fa- 
gacity, muft have feen through the aiFeftcd, 
bccaufe too largely proportioned, endear- 
ments 
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inents which were ufed to hide it. Many 
other circumftances, unforefeen and un- 
thought of, would probably have brought on 
the difcovery : he would have peri died in 
the dungeon where he was bound ; forgot- 
ten by the world, and unfupported by the 
Almighty. 

As this vice of fenfuality is of all others 
moft feducing to youth, and moft likely to 
begin its corruption at an early period^ I 
have feleded this inflance from the hiftory 
of this good man, in order to fliew the 
wifdom of periifting iii innocence, even in 
the moft flattering and natural of vices. 

It were eafy, by this pleafing method 
of example, to fhew you the good con- 
fequences of every other virtue, and the 
bad ones of every other vice, even in 
this world ; but you have your Bibles in your 
hands ; and in the hiftories of Abraham, 
and Ifaac, and Jacob, and David, and Saul, 
and Solomon, and Ahab, and ManaiTes, 
you have a cloud of witnefles to this truth,, 
viz, that the plain path of virtue has been 
walked with the greateft fuccefs, even againff 
human views and probabilities 5 whilft the 
obliquities of vice have always conduced 
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her votaries, in the end, to fhame and vexa- 
tion. 

But it will be moft fuitable to my pre- 
fent purpofc to point out to our young man, 
the world as it now is. It is indeed a 
wicked world ; yet what father does not wifli 
his child, what hufband does not wifli his 
wife, what mafter does not wifh his fervant 
to be virtuous ? And we not only fiod our 
fatisfadtion and comfort in being conneded 
with virtuous people in our own families, 
but in every trade, or profeflion, or ftation of 
life, with which we may have any inter- 

courfe. 

If our true chriftian is fo poor as to labour 

for his daily bread, he is alfo honeft, in- 
duftrious, temperate, punctual and oblig- 
ing. Will not every body employ this 
man ; and will not thofe who do employ 
him, find their account in it ? Will not 
his Jnduftry fecure his own family from 
want; and will not his pious inftrudions 
make them dutiful to himfelf ? Will not his 
declining years, and his fick bed, by thefe 
m^ans, be attended with many comforts, 

F and 



( »2 ) 

and helps^ and friends, which no profligate: 
man in his ftation could expedl ? If he is a 
mechanic,, and fells the produce of his labour 
tn' a ftiop^ will not his townfmen flock to» 
it in the fame proportion as they defire to be 
fairly deal* with, and not to be impofed 
upon ? If he is a trader of higher rank^ 
and exports merchandife out of the king- 
dom ; will noft his punctuality and veracity 
gain him many correfpon dents and commif-^ 
fions, and the integrity of his dealings ad- 
vance his credit? If he is a country gentleman 
of fortune ; it is^ aftoniihing to think what 
an influence he will acquire in his village and 
neighbourhood, by a plan of pjrudent bene- 
volence, and application of his chriftian 
principles, which no other method, though 
fopported by the greateft abilities^ could 
procure. By his domeftic order and deco- 
rum, his unaffedted piety and obliging de- 
portment, his encouragement of induftry 
and humble virtue, his tendernefe to the 
lick and diftrefled, his making up their 
quarrels, and preventing fuits, his advices^ 
his admonitions, and hi& putting the laws 
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In execution againft immorality, vagrancy 
and vice, he would change the very face of 
the country j every one would look up to him 
as their comnion ordercr and protedor. And 
his natural influence would be fo ftrength- 
cned by the reverence that is due to well- 
-^direded wealth and authority, that every 
neighbour would be a friend, and every 
friend would do their utmoftfor his fervice, 
his honour, and his happinefs. If our chrif- 
tian is a reprefentative of his country, or 
a peer^ he muft have a weight in the coun- 
cils of the ftate, fuited to his fteady and un- 
corrupt demeanor ; which will quickly cir- 
culate beyond the fenate^ and refledl the 
higheft honour on his charafter. If he 
holds or diredtfe the reins of empire^ he will 
be like Jofeph upon his elevation^ and Solo- 
mon in his better days. True religion, ia 
fevery condition, muft produce the trueft 
wifdom ; and wifdom, like Solomon's vi- 
lion, " riches and honour." 

This is treating very briefly a fubjedt 
Upon which I could willingly expatiate; 
but the time reminds me that I muft quit 
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it, rather than proceed. May we ponder it 
ilill further in our hearts f and I am fure 
that we fhall find this maxim to be the laft 
point in wifdom : 

** Fear God, and keep his command- 
ments, for this is the whole duty of man.**^ 
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DISCOURSE VI. 



ACTS XiV. 8, 9, 10. 

AND THERE SAT A CERTAIN MAN AT LYSTRA, 
IMPOTENT IN HIS FEET, BEING A CRIPPLE 
PROM HIS mother's WOMBj WHO NEVER HAD 
WALKED. THE .SAME HEARD PAUL SPEAK: 
WHO STEADFASTLY BEHOLDING HIM, AND PER- 
CEIVING THAT HE HAD FAITH TO BE HEALED, 
SAIEf, WITH A LOUD VOICE, STAND UPRIGHT 
ON THY FEET. AND HE LEAPED, AND WALKED-. 

These words are a plain narativc of a 
miraculous exertion of the apoftle's in favour 
of an impotent man. Yet, like every other 
part of fcripture, they are beautiful and 
expreffive. The impofTibility of his cure 
by natural means is firft mentioned ; being 
aJamenefs con traded in the womb: he h 
next defcribed as an earneft hearer of the 
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apoftle's dodrinc : his inclinations got the 
better of his infirmity. The reft of the ftory 
is heft exprefled in the concife elegance of 
the original — *' Paul perceiving that he had 
faith to be healed, faid, with a loud voice, 
fland upright on thy ffet. And he leaped 
and walked.'* 

I might here enlarge, with much advan- 
tage from defcription, upon the tranfports of 
this happy man, who, from being a burthen 
to himfelf and others, now firft felt the 
power of felf-motipn, a.nd vigor and adi- 
vity in his limbs 5 but I have not chofen 
this fubjedl for the fake of fliewing my own 
eloquence, hut of rectifying fome religious 
notions in your hearts. 

The age of miracles islong fince paft ; and> 
as none pf us can be in the condition of this 
impotent man, it would be ufelefs to defcribe 
it. The lame, the blind, and the deaf, if in- 
curable by natural means, muft nowb^ar their 
refpedive infirmities with humility and pa- 
tience, till they are rpleafed from them by 
death. But, there is one part of the text, 
which perhaps you have taken no notice 
of, and which is exprefled in thefe few un- 

ornamented 



( 87 ) 

4bfnamcnted words, " Paul perceived that 
he had faith to be healed :" thefe words will 
afford us meditations, which will be appli- 
cable to curie] ves. It is, indeed, the leaft 
iplendid part of the pidure which is bef6rc 
us, but it is by far the moft ufefuland iiiftruc- 
tive. This will naturally engage us in an in- 
quiry, '* whai was this faith to be healed ;" 
this preparednefs of the heart, which this 
impotent man manifefted to the apoflle, and 
which made him think him a proper obje<S 
for the exercife of his extraordinary powers. 
For, whatever it was that qualified him to 
receive a cure from his hands, will qualify 
us alfo to receive the beft part of the mi- 
racle, — falvation through Jefus Chrift. 

It does not appear that the man in qucftion 
was a jew, but rather the contrary; therefore 
the faith here rewarded, could not be the 
faith of the old Teftament. prophecies, or 
types of the mefliah in the mofaic ccremo- 
nial, which he perceived now by the apof- 
tle's preaching to be accomplifhed in Jefus. 
Befides, the apoftles always fuited their 
difcourfes to their hearers ; and the inhabi- 
tants of Lyftra, of which number he muft 
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have teen, were heathens and idolaters^ as 
appears from the verfes following my text. 
Yet even fome of thefe, (though the gene- 
rality of them were immerfed in fpiritual 
blindnefs and fenfuality) received with frank- 
nefs the witnefs which God then afforded 
them, " in that he did good, and gave them 
rain from heaven, and fruitful feafons ; fill- 
ing their hearts with food and gladnefs." 
And though they could not diilinguifh all 
the attributes of the deity, by what is called 
natural religion, yet his goodnefs was too 
great to be overlooked, as well as their own 
breaches of the divine and focial law, by 
the ferious and thoughtful perfons among 
them. They felt, therefore, the defers of 
the eftabliOied theology, and languiflied for 
divine inftruftion and fupport. Of this, So- 
crates was a remarkable inflance : but he 
was a philofopher. And might not this 
poor impotent man be a philofopher alf ; 
a philofopher, in the truefl fenfe, though 
not in the commonly received eflimation ? 
Might he not have difcovered the vanity 
of this world, and fet his heart upon the 
enjoyment of a better? The fituation in 

which 
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which we find him, giveaus room at leaft to 
fuppofe it: for, being " a cripple from 
his mother's womb," he was cut off from 
many of the vices of an adlive life, and the 
powers of his mind might expand them- 
fclves by ufe and exercife, in proportion 
•as thofe of his body were emaciated for 
want of them. The theology of thofe times, 
though mod abfurd in many refpefts, would 
generally inform him, that piety to the 
gods, and kindnefs to men, could not lo/e 
their reward ; but would give him future 

■ 

hopes, . and immortality in their elyiium, 
when this troublefome world was at an end. 
On this fubje^ he probably meditated much, 
and adled fuitably ; was patient, benevolent 
and thankful. The apoftles come to Lyftra, 
his native town, preaching Jefus Chrift. 
He is a willing hearer of the truths they 
taught, and now finds all his defeds fup- 
plied, and his doubts cleared : he ex- 
changes an Irnmoral Jupiter, and a wifdom 
<* refiding in temples made with hands,'* 
for **• the immortal, invifible, and only 
true God, and him whom he had fent :" 
he parts with a trivial wreath in his once 

hoped- 
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hoped-for clyfium, for ^* a crown incorrup- 
tible and undeiiled, that fadeth not away, 
referved in heaven for him :" he feels not 
the cenfures of his friends, nor the feoffs 
of his enemies : he is " crucified in his af- 
feftions and lufts," and defires to " be made 
perfeft through fufferings/' But, while thefe- 
gracious thoughts are dawning in his heart ; 
whilft he is thus devoting himfelf to his 
new-found faviour, and his God, ^* Paul, 
carneftly beholding him, and perceiving that 
he had faith to be healed, faid, with a loud 
voice. Stand upright on thy feet. And he 
leaped and walked." 

You muft by this time, I think, almoft 
underftand what our text means, by " faith 
to be healed /' which was, in few words, a 
docility of mind, ready to hear, and willing 
to believe upon reafonable evidence ; and to 
perform, with fincerity and punctuality, fuch 
pioral duties a$ refulted from that belief, 
And this is juft the difpofition of mind with 
which the apqftle Paul himfelf, thq worker 
pf this miracle, received the revelation of 
his divine mafter. *' Lord! what wouldft 
thou have pie to do ?" Here I am thy de- 
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voted fervant, prepared and refolved for tha 
remainder of my life, to believe in thee, 
to love thee, and to follow thee. And 
this is indeed the faith of holy fcripturc, 
which is neceflary to the falvation of every 
chriftian. It is a ** faith working by love," 
beginning with the convidion of the head, 
^ fpreading itfelf through the afFedions of the 
heart, and finally pofTelUng the whole man. 
A fpeculative belief in divine truths, Satan 
}s as much ppffefTedof, according to the tef- 
timony of St, James, as Enoch, Abraham 
pr David, It is not, therefore, the bare a<3: 
of the mind, in giving aflent to the truth 
of any propofition, that can poffibly be that 
faith of the new Teflament, which is fo 
much commended and required; for we 
pannot help believing truth, when it is clearly 
propofed to us : but it is beftowing that will- 
ing application and attention of mind, and 
that abhorrence of fenfual lu"fts, which, 
feeling its own nothingnefs and unworthi- 
nefs before God, eagerly clofes with his 
own terms of falvation, as foon as they are 
pffcred to us. Without this candid, gra- 
cious 
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cious difpofition, the man of Lyftramufthavc 
remained as impotent as the apoftle found 
him ; for he could not, with propriety, fcarce- 
ly perhaps with poffibility, have beftowed 
upon him any gi^ce, either of body or mind. 

Indeed the miracles of our blefTed fa- 
viour give an additional flrength to this ar- 
gument, and illuftrate our expofition of 
the text : for, if you will examine, you 
will find that he always required a fuitable 
difpofition of heart in thofe whom he reliev- 
ed, before he complied with their requefts. 

When he obliged the centurion with heal- 
ing his fervant, his faith was the condition 
of his cure : he faid unto him, " Go thy 
way ; and, as thou haft believed, fo be it 
done unto thee/* When the father of one 
who was deaf and dumb brought his fon to 
be healed, " Jefus faid unto him, if thou 
canft believe, all things are pdflible to him 
that believeth. And ftraightway the father 
of the child cried out, and faid, with tears. 
Lord ! I believe; help thou mine unbelief/* 
After this confeflion of his truft and refigna- 
tion, he took and healed him of his infir- 
mity. *• When the ten lepers met him, 
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and cried ; Jefus, mafter,^ have mercy on 
US;" his anfwer was, *' Go, fhew your- 
felves to the priefts ;*' intimating that they 
(hould receive their cure as they went thi- 
ther : they trufted in his word, and were 
healed. When the woman of Canaan ap- 
plied in behalf of her daughter, he put her 
dependence upon him to a feverer trial, be- 
fore he complied with her importunity. But 
when he found it pure, he difmiffed her 
with thefe alluring words j '* O woman f 
great is thy faith : be it unto thee even as 
thou wilt/' 

I might mention, as very appofite on 
this occafion, the cure of the paralytic that 
was let down through the roof, *' when 
they could not get to Jefus for the prefs :*' 
the cafe of the woman whofe *' ifliie of 
blood ftaunched/' by privately touching 
the hem of his garment : the circum- 
ftances at the houfe, and tomb, previous to 
the raifing of Jairus's daughter, and Lazarus 
from the dead : and, indeed, many others to 
fupport this general truth, viz. that our Lord, 
in all his miraculous cures, accepted an 
humble truft and refignation of themfelves to 

God, 
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God, before he interpofed in their tehaift< 
I will here add one particular related by 
the evangelift, which will determine this 
queftion at once ; which is, that ** he evert 
could not do any mighty work among his 
countrymen, the Nazarenes, becaufe of their 
unbelief/* 

Again ; when the terms of chriftianity arc 
propofed in the new Teftament, it is gene- 
rally in thefe words of Paul and Silas to the 
gaoler, *' believe on the Lord^Jefus Chrift^ 
and thou (halt be faved;'* that is, commit 
thyfelf intirely to him, and thou (halt par- 
take of his falvation* And further, when 
the terms are accepted, it is exprefled in thei 
fame manner; Crifpus, the ** chief ruler of* 
the fynagogue, believed with his whold 
houfe; and many of the Corinthians,' heaf- 
ing, believed, and were baptized ;" that is^ 
dedicating themfelves to God, through Jefus 
Chrift, they were initiated into his religion. 

I will now add only one hiftorical anecdote 
more, and that becaufe it is exprefled with re- 
markable precifion. When Philip preached 
the gofpel to the eunuch with fuch fuccefe 
that he defired to be baptifed, Philip's only 
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anfwer was, " if thou believeft with all 
thy heart, thou mayeft be baptifed/* , Now 
the heart is the feat of the affeftions, not of 
the underftanding. If a fimple acquiefccncc 
had been all that was neceflary, it had been 
enough to have required him to declare his 
belief with his tongue, and not *' withallhis 
heart." But the evangelift required his new 
convert not only, in fo many words, to ac- 
knov^ledge Jefus to be the meffiah, but to 
acknowledge him with every afFedion ; to 
dedicate every paflion to God i to love 
him, to truft in him, and to fear him ; to 
be devoted to his fervice for ever. And^ 
indeed, if no fach preparation hid been re- 
quired in holy fcripturc, it mud have been 
fuppofed from the nature of things. There 
muft be a fitnefs to accomplifh the end, be- 
fore the means are applied, either in divine 
or human affairs, when under the direc- 
tion of any reafonable agent. There muft 
be a proper recipient both in nature and 
grace. The beft feed (as we read in the pa- 
rable) would not grow *' by the way-fide/' 
** in the ftony ground,*' or *• among the 
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tJiorns ;*' that is, m improper fituationg^ 
where it could not expand and develope its 
conftituent parts. And the allufion is moft 
ftriking,. and juft. The hufbandman never 
lows before he has prepared the foil : it is 
broken with the plow, cleared from the 
weeds, mellowed with the froft, and moift- 
ened with the rain, before he commits -to it 
his hopes* And will the great father of fpi- 
rits be lefs provident than the meaneft cul- 
tivator of a field ? Are the graces of the 

holy fpirit of lefs importance than a few 
grains of wheat, that they (hould be fcat- 
tered on every abandoned mind, and \vith 
the moft undiftinguifhing profufion ? And 
piuft noTt the heart, in order to make it 
a recipient for the divine favour, fincerely 
and earneftly ftruggle againft . fenfuality, 
and be defirous of further communion with 
God ? Afluredly, it will be the fame in grace 
as in nature. Our minds muft be broken of 
their natural ftubbornnefs, and cleared from 
the weeds and entanglements of vice, and 
foftened by deep confideration and attention, 
before we can expedt any extraordinary favour: 
leaft of all, the graces of the holy fpirit, 

and 
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and the favbur of being accepted throUgli 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

Thus you fee that a certain difpofition 
of mind, called faith, was ncceffary to the- 
Working of a mirade in healing of a 
man's body, forgiving his fins, or receiv- 
ing him within the chriftian pale ; or^ in 
ihort, previous to the conferring any grace df 
God. What this faith is, you have now heard r 
the idea is uniform and clear, confident with 
the tenor of fcripture, and the moft exaft rea* 
fon; and it may be calledfidelity, attachment^ 
devotion, or by any other name, provided 
you do not miftake the thing. Divines, in- 
deed> in their writings on this fubje<5t, tell 
us of the feveral kinds of faith *, and divide 
it into hiftorical faith, temporary faiths 
and the faith of miracles; it is fubdivided 
again into active and paffive, and jufti- 
fying or faving faith : whereas they might 
as wifely have told us of fo many differ- 
ent kinds of obedience. There are indeed^ 
a hundred different degrees of it, accordr. 
ing to the different degrees of fincerity with 
which it is received : but it is all the fame 
fimple virtue differently modified ; and nei- 
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ther Inoce nor lefs than a docility of h^art 
applying itfelf to the occafiont and ready to 
receive and execute the commands of God. 
This was the faith of Abraham, and the wor- 
thies in the eleventh chapter to the Hebrews: 
and our blefied faviour exprefied it thus in his 

own praiftice, •* not my will, but thine be 
done;" and again, for our daily ufe, *^ thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven/' 
But, to preclude all obje<9:ion, let us look 
a little further into fcripture, and endeavour 
to obtain the moft exadt idea of this necef- 
fary qualification. It is there defined, and 
it muft be exaftly defined, '* the fubftance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not fcen j" that is, it is fo flrong a depen- 
dence upon the divine veracity, that the 
mind refts upon it as a fubfbince, and a£ts 
upon it, as it would from an objedt of fenfe, 
of which it had clear evidence. Now the 
objedts of faith to the firft chrif):ians were 
the miracles and difcourfes of our Lord, and, 
afterwards, the operations of the holy fpirit; 
whereas to us the written word of God is the 
objedt of our hith. Here we are aflured> that 
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Jefus Chrift died for finncrs, and for us alfd, 
if we repent of our fins^and turn again to God 
through him. And this leading truth is 
firfl conveyed to us by natural means^ and 
often before we either underftand or apply 
it : for inftance, it makes a part of our ear- 
lieftinftruitions. Without fome inftruifti- 
on, however, we could never have it, and even 
the further graces of the holy fpirit are ne- 
ceffary to make it effedual : for thus the 
apoftle argues, *' how can they believe on 
him of whom they have not heard j and, 
how fhall they hear without a preacher ?*' 

We fee, therefore, how it is acquired j and 
fome degree of faith is neceflary to every 
degree of religion : for " he that cpmetb 
to God, mufl: believe that he Is, and that 
he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
feek him/' So far was neceflary both to the 
jewifh, and even to the heathen religions : 
without this, a man mufl be an athiefl:. 
But the difciple of Chrifl: only, through the 
afliftance of the holy fpirit, receiving the 
gofpel as an eternal truth, and propofing 
it as the guide of his life, ^* is always 
confident 5 knowing, that, whilft we are at 

G z hornet 



( ioo ) 

home in the body, we are abfenf froin 
the Lord ; for we walk by faith, not by 
fight." So faid St, Paul, and fo faith 
every real chriftian. His belief is always 
uppermtoft: he believes the promifes of 
God, and therefore regards not the al- 
lurements of the world; he believes the 
threaten! ngs of God, and therefore regards 
not the terrors of the world : it operates as 
a conftant principle of adion : it is ever- 
more prefent to his affedions : it is the 
fpring that regulates his paffions : he can- 
not but fear, and love, and truft in, and 
obey, his friend, his father, and his God. 
I would not take up more of your time 
than is neceflary ^ and I think, that when 
you have read a part of the tenth, and the 
whole of the eleventh chapter to the He- 
brews, and the other parts of the new Tefta- 
ment refpefting this fubjedt, you will clearly 
fee that the faith required in the fcriptures, 
^nd neceflary for every one of you before 
you are in a ftate of falvation, is an annihi- 
lation of our will in that of God, and an 
abfplute dedication of the whole man to 
him i a belief in his word ; a conftant ufe, 

and 
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^d reverence of his ordinances ; a truft in 
his providence, and conformity to his will, 
** in an honeftand good heart," exerted in 
an uniform fimplicity of condudl. 

It may now be aiked *^ when the fon 
of man cometh, fhall he find faith on the 
earth?'' God only knoweth what he will find; 
but this I know, that the faith which he ex- 
perts to find is not poflible to be produced by 
any immoral man. We cannot ferve two maf- 
ters either with fidelity or exgftnefs, and 
an half-fervice will not fuffice : if we break 
the law of God uniformly in any one in- 
ftance, we are no difciples of Jefus Chrift : 
we have neither faith, nor hope, in him. 
Let the drunkard, the common fwearer, the 
unchafte, the proud and cenforious obferver^ 
the profaner of the Lord's day ; or, in fhort, 
the formal and carelefs chriftian, hear thefe 
words, and tremble. Religion is, no flight, 
or indifferent matter : to comply with it wc 
muft be ferious and attentive : we muft of- 
ten go contrary to oi^r wprldly interefts ; 
oftener ftill to our worldly pleafures : we 
muft endeavour after one fingle line of con- 
du(5i, and turn neither to the right hand nor 
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the left : " if any man draw back, faith 
God, my foul hath no pleafure in him ;'* 
and ** whofoever keepeth the whole law, 
and yet offendeth in one point ;" that is, 
intentionally, wilfully and habitually, " he 
is guilty of all." 

■Thus much may ferve upon this very 
important fubjedl; a fubjed, which of 
late years hath exercifed many tongues ; and 
yet, if it had been more thought of and Icfs 
talked about, it would not have been the 
worfe either for the peace or morals of the 
chriftian world* A devout reading of the 
new Teft^^ment, before we begin our contro- 
verfies, would end many of them at once, 
and make us conduft all of theni with more 
temper and difcretion. Let us remember, 
then, that the faith of the new Teftament 
requires the moft complete dedication of 
ourfelves to God ; it is the feed or bud, 
in which every other virtue is bound up, 
in order to be developed as time gnd op- 
portunity fliall call it forth. 

From thefc obfervatiqns two inferences 
naturally follow. 

Firft; It will appear an additional mark of 
the divinity of our feligion, that fo uncpm- 
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mon a ftrefs was laid upon faith by our divine 
founder^ contrary to the example of every 
other religion, whether inftituted by falfe- 
hood or truth. A degree of faith, indeed, 
is effential to every religion, (and herein 
perhaps confifted the excellence of the reli- 
gions of antiquity, corrupt as the objefts of 
them were,) but it never made fo large a 
part of the ritual before, as it doth in diat 
of the new Teilament. And a moment's 
confideration will now make appear, that 
the more refined and fpiritual any religious 
inilitution is, the more ftfongly divine faith 
will be inculcated, as the trued, firmeft, and 
moft compulfive . fpring in every movement 
of morality upon the human mind. Let 
the fcorner then no longer tell us of the ab* 
furdtty of our religion, in attaching the 
highed: rewards to an operation of the mind 
which can neither be quickened nor re- 
tarded by the will, and can only be in- 
fluenced by its proper fenfe of things. It 
iiow appears that our minute philofbpher 
either did not underftand human nature, or 
the book which he fo rafhly took upon him 
to find fault with. Por though fimple be<- 
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lief is entitled to no reward, yet the putting 
our minds into a proper frame for the re- 
ception of divine truth ; admitting it fairly 
and candidly although againft our intercfts 
andpleafures; and trufting in God's goodnefs 
under the fevereft trials, and devoting ourfelves 
intirely to his vv^ord and his will, conftitute 
the firft and nobleft of all virtues ; the natu« 
ral and neccflary parent of the reft. 

And, in the laft place, a proper confidera- 
tion of this dodlrine will cut up by the 
roots that ft range notion, which hath 
puzzled fo many well-meaning chriftians, 
of being faved by faith, to the exclufion of 
good works. But as we have already feeix 
that faith itfelf is the firft of good works, 
it is, therefore, an abfurdity in terms ; and, 
ftriftly fpeaking, we are faved by the me- 
rits, neither of faith, nor of works, but 
through the abundant goodnefs of God. 
The only queftion, therefore, in this cafe is, 
upon what terms God will accept any man 
as his fervant, and receive him finally to 

bimfelf. 

Some qualifications, or preparation of 
the heart, I prefume, are required;- and I 

will 
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will leave it with you to determine, whether 
it muft not be by complying with the or- 
dinances of. our religion; hoping in God, 
fearing him, loving him, and obeying him, 
in the moft humble, attentive, unrcferved, 
and confcientious manner. And this you 
may call either faith or works, provided you 
do but lead your lives according to it ; for, 
if our blefled faviour himfclf condefcended 
to bear with the weaknefs of his difciples, it 
does not become his minifters to aft other- 
wife with them. 
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This, therefore, is the central point, the 
great axis upon which the weight of this af- 
fectionate epiftle turns, *' I therefore," fays 
he to hisEphefians; that is,agreeably to what 
went before, fincc God hath gracioqfly de- 
clared by the gofpel of his fon, that he will 
accept you again to his favour, if you de- 
vote yourfelvcs to his fervice and his will ; 
•* I therefore" fays he, " who am the pri- 
foner of the lord," and as fuch entitled int)re 
efpecially to be attended to by ygii, for 
whofe fake I endure thefe bonds and afH^c- 
tions, ** do befeech you," do not only wi£h 
and defire, but intreat and beg, as if I were 
afking the greateft favour for myfelf, that 
** ye will walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called;" that as ye have 
taken upon you the profeffion of Chrift, 
ye will a(S conformable thereto ; and prefer 
the honour and commands of your matter, 
to any of the vocations, the honours, or 
the pleafures of the world • 

Surely, every man's feelings muft bear 
teftimony to the beauty of this addrefs ; (o 
graceful in the manner in which it is ex- 
prelTed ; (o forcible in the matter which it con- 
tains. But, if fo fearching and ftimulating a 
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form was thought neceflary by our apcftlc iii 
his epiftle to hisEphefian converts, who, not- 
withftanding their remains of pagan manners, 
muft at leaft have the warmth of a new- 
adopted faith, and that attention and eager- 
nefs which always follow late conviction ; 
what words can be foundoutby anuninfpired 
preacher to a languid aflembly of hereditary 
profeffors, of the chriftian faith, fufficiently 
piercing to awaken their confciences, and 
warn them from trifling with eternity. For 
our chriftianity is of a diiferent fource 
and conftitution from that which was 
embraced by the converts from idolatry 
of the mofaic law. Theirs, being taken 
Up againft every view of intereft orplea- 
fure, unpopular and unendowed, mufl: 
neceflarily be fincere, really believed, and, 
allowing for feme , prejudices, faithfully 
pratftifed. But ours, on the contrary, hav- 
ing been, for the moft part, no aft of our 
Own, but rather received by us along with 
the other cuftoms of our country, and de- 
rived to us from our forefathers with their 
honours and eftates, we have been equally 
contented with the formal poffefTidn of theni 
both, and no more inclined to look into the 
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titles of one than of the other. Indeed^ it 
is lamentable to con(ider» that our chriftt- 
anity feems rather a national diftindion^ 
than any particular and appropriate charac- 
ter ; nay^ rather a negative than a pofitive 
one ; and does not^ for the mod part^ de- 
clare more of any man^ than that he does 
not go to a mofque^ or a iynagogue, to wor^ 
fhip God, But as for any ftipulated engagc- 
ment^ any contrad: between him and his 
God, wherein his honour and honefty are en- 
gaged that certain duties (hall be performed 
on his part, or wherein his whole life indeed 
is aftually promifed to be devoted primarfly 
to the fervice of God and his brethren ; upon 
which account, and on which only, he will 
be accepted to future favour ; he has no more 
notion or conception about the matter than 
of the religions of China or Japan. 

That this is no exaggerd account, 
be pleafed to caft your eyes for one moment 
upon the ftate of your town, or village, or 
neighbourhood where you live. Seled now 
the beft reputed charaders of your circle^ 
you may mark perhaps the accomplifhed no- 
bleman, the hofpitabie and friendly gentle- 
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man^ the fair and civil tradefman^ the dili- 
gent and expert mechanic^ the induftrious 
farmer^ and the honcft labourer ; but how 
rarely can you fuperadd to any of thcfe, the 
forgotten charadier of a chriftian. Where 
U that deep inward piety, and that true love 
of foulst which ftiudders at the very ap- 
proach to vice, either in others or ourfelves j 
which walks only in the path of the word of 
God ? The truth is, a fpirit of worldly po* 
licy oc pleafure, hath made fuch enormous 
ftrides over the proftrate virtue of this na- 
tion, that even the well-difpofed are kept 
under through fear of Angularity; and the 
higheft charadler that is commonly afpired 
after, is to be accounted what is called ** a 
good fort of man ;" that is, a man fair in 
his dealings, complying in his manners, 
courteous, hofpitable and generous, and of 
fuch like popular and felf-rewarding virtues- 
But to live under the conftant eye of God, 
to love him, fo as to facrifice our deareft in- 
terefts and our nearefl paflions to his will ; 
to mortify our ambition, our luft, and our 
revenge ^ to love our neighbour truly as our- 
felves i that is, to promote their fpiritual 
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and temporal welfare, at the expenfe of du? 
time, or our money, or at the hazard of 
our reputation ; and to be diligent and caget 
in feeking out opportunities in pradifing 
thefe things ; is a character fb extremely 
rare, as hardly, indeed, to afford us patterns 
for imitation ; and yet this is only to be a 
chriftian. 

How near then will the gtofs body 
of the people come to chriftianity, if 
the fairer charafters are thus deficient ? And 
this alfo, like every other matter of fad, 
lies open to common obfervation* If you 
meet a mixed company upon any public oc- 
cafion, more efpecially at an evening-enter* 
tainment, would you j udge them to be difci- 
ples of the humble and mortified Jefus, 
and by a folemn ad: engaged to fight under 
his banner, againfl the world, the flefh and 
the devil ? If you caft your eyes upon the 
flreet of any town in this kingdom, how 
many houfes do you difcover publicly open 
for intemperance? If you walk through them 
during any time of greater refort, what 
oaths and curfes, what lewd and licentious 
expreffions do you hear ? I (hall not , men^ 
tipn our places of public or private enter- 
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tairiment, foriie of them licenfced by laWi 
and all of them connived at. But I fhall 
draw the veil no further from thefe general 
enormities : they are moft of them jfufBci- 
ently known, and fome of them not fo fit 
to be expofed. All that I would infer from 
hence is, that we are moft unholy follow-^ 
ers of the holy Jefus, and the great reafon I 
have to urge the very words of our apoftle^ 
" I, therefore, befeech you, to walk wor- 
thy of the vocation wherewith ye are called/' 
But it may be, that if we feldom or never 
read the fcriptures, and only judge of chrif- 
ti^ity from its butward figure in the worlds 
that we may be really ignorant of *' the 
vocation wherewith we are called," and it is 
an inconteftible truth, that if any man is 
ignorant of the principles of his calling, he is 
not likely to come up to the pradice of it. 
Let lis, therefore, with the deepeft humility^ 
and the moft afFedlionate thankfulnefs, take 
the new Teftament into our hands, and 
examine it as we would any record or writ- 
ing upon which our greateft intereft de- 
pended. Let us examine what thofe works 
are that are reqyired of us in the chriftian. 

H vocation. 
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vocation. For let public manners be what 
they will, chriftianity is the fame to-day 
that it was in the days of the appftles : the 
fame terms are propofed, the fame pradticq 
is expedted. The very heart is required to be 
dedicated to its maker. *' Set your afFcdlions, 
fays the apoftle, on things above, and not on 
things on the earth ; as obedient children^ 
not fafhioning yourfelves according to the 
former lufts, in your ignorance ^ but, as he 
who hath called you is. holy, fo be ye holy 
in all manner of converfation." And how 
univerfally this is to take place is fufficiently 
intimated in thefe words : *' that wrhether 
we eat or drink, or whatfoever we da, we 
fhould do all to the glory of God." In 
Ihort, our faviour hath told us the fum of 
t)ur religion in thefe few words ; ** thou 
flialt love the lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy foul, and with all 
thy ftrength. This is the firft, and great 
commandment, and the fecond is like unto 
it : thou flialt love thy neighbour as thyfelf. 
On thefe two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets." And the apoftle 
John hath left us an admirable comment 

upon 
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upon thcfe words of his mafter, when .h/ft 
tells us, ^' by this we know that we love 
the children of God, when we keep his 
commandments : for this is the love of 
God, that we keep his commandments; 
and his commandments are not grievous/* 

I will only add one. obfervation more, be- 
caufe of its peculiar folemnity ; and, be- 
caufe it points out to us in the cleareft man- 
ner, that no habitual wilful finner can be 
accepted by God, even for the fake of Jefus 
Chrift our lord. " Know ye not, faith the 
apoftle Paul, that the unrighteous (hall not 
inherit the kingdom of God ? Be not de- 
ceived : neither fornicators, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor abufers of themfelves 
with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous^ 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners^ 
(hall inherit the kingdom of God/' 

I (hall here clofe my extradls from th^ 
fcripturcs ; which I think the wifeft of you 
cannojt evade, and the meanefl of you can- 
not miftake, I muft therefore defire you 
to apply them. You can eafilytell, whether 
you confider yourfclves as the fervants of 
Jefus Chrift ^ and whether you obey from 
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the heart the precepts of his gofpel, or the 
maxims of the world. Our aftions muft 
be reducible to one or other of thefe princi- 
ples, and perhaps the reflexion how you 
fpent yefterday may folve the inquiry. 
For in every profeffion there are certain cri- 
terions which diftinguifh them, and by 
which thofe of their votaries, who are de- 
firous of excelling, or even attentive to what 
they are about, invariably diredl their courfe. 
The firft ftep towards any man's becoming 
a chriftian is to confider himfelf as devoted to 
God, alive to the interefts of his foul, and dead 
to thofe of this wicked world ; and fo much 
is his heart fet upon thefe great objefts, that 
he is cold even to the follies of the world, 
as well as dead to its vices : he flirinks from 
them with difguft, and turns his eye for re^ 
lief to lefs trifling, lefs tumultuous amufe*- 
ments. Is this the courfe you follow ? do 
you frequently confider how you may beft 
advance the glory of God, and the good of 
your own foul ? would you be willing, and 
even defirous, to fink in your fortunes in the 
world, provided you was certain by it to 
promote religion, and further the defigns of 
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God ?, do you pray often to this efFe6t;\ and 
with the ferioufnefs and integrity of one who 
means his prayers fhould be heard ? You will 
obferve, that I do not a(k you whether you 
comply with chriftianity, fo far only as it is 
engrafted into the manners and cuftoms of your 
neighbourhood, but whetheryou comply with 
it asitisexprefled in the terms of thenewTef- 
tament ; whether you embrace it for its own 
fake, as *' the pearl of great price," your 
richeft treafure and your deareft delight ; and 
would perfift in doing fo, though every man, 
with whom you are acquainted, were of a 
contrary opinion : for there is a formal kind 
of chriftianity, very common in thefe days, 
which is worn juft as far as it is the fafhion, 
and varied like any other fafhion, and as eafily 
laid afide, when it is found convenient fo to 
do. This, which is only the phantom of re- 
ligion, is fo far worfe than none, as it makes 
people fancy themfelves chriftians when they 
have no title tp that character ; and thenfatis- 
fy, and, as it were, benumb, their confciences 
by a fantaftic compliance with the gofpel, 
which would otherwife hardly let them be 
?afy under ap abfolute rejedion of it. Such 
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people go to church, one part of the Lord's 
day, if neither bufincfs nor pleafure inter- 
vene ; but you may eafily fee, by their for- 
mality and inattention, or unfeafonable good 
breeding, that devotion of the heart is the 
leaft part of their bufincfs there. 

Again ; fome will bring their children to 
be baptized, not becaufe they ferioufly mean 
to devote them to God, and afterwards bring 
them up '* in the fear and nurture of the Lord/' 
(for their fubfequent condu<ft flxews that they 
do not,) but becaufe they look upon it as a 
ceremony that can do them no hurt ; and it 
has been fo long the fafliion to comply 
with this ordinance, that it would excite the 
wonder of their relations and acquaintance 
if they did not acquiefce in the cuftom. The 
fame perfons, in fhprt, comply with every ce- 
remony of the new Teftament^ only taking 
care to let you f^tp, that it has nothing to do 
with their hearts : they even pra<3:ife fo much 
of its morality as is fuited to their inclinations, 
. and does not mortify them too much in the eyes 
of the world : they will be kind to their rela- 
tions, obliging to their acquaintance, generous 
to the poor 3 though all thefe with a certain 
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degree of caprice and inequality : they will 
alfo be temperate and orderly in their gene- 
ral condud. And fo amiable are thefe qua- 
lities^ even moderately praftifed, that be- 
fides deceiving themfelves, they very fre- 
quently deceive others ; and, after allowance 
made for human infirmities, are thought, 
what I am very forry they fhould be thought, 
proper examples, and competent chriftians. 
For I would have you to obferve, that a 
decent exterior and the fecial qualities, by 
no means conftitute of themfelves the cha- 
racter of a chriftlan, though they are always 
included in it\ Natural religion, the polifh- 
ed manners of thefe times, and common fenfe, 
will make up fuch a prudent pliant member 
of fociety, as we have defcribed, without de- 
riving one conftituent part of the chriftian 
charadter from the new Teftament. 

But the chriftian principle is of ano- 
ther ftock, and of much more extenfive 
influence. The fervant of the Lord Jefus 
is intirely devoted, as you might obferve 
from the fcriptures I have read to you, to 
his creator. He uniformly endeavours to 
comply with his will : he exerts his utmoft 
prudence and abilities to that effedl : every 
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thought, and word, and adion, and afFec« 
tion, is devoted to his father, and his God. 
With the morning-light he proftrates him- 
felf before him: every day affords hiqi 
many opportunities of doing good, mortify- 
ing his own evil paffions, and promoting 
the honour of his mafter : and when he 
refts himfelf upon his bed, he refts under the 
care of the Almighty ; contented to fleep, 
or to die. In Abort, he fears pothing but 
God 3 he defires nothing, but God : his 
heart is abforbed in the glorious privileges 
of his chriftian profeffion, which gives a co- 
lour to every adtion of his life. Hence, the 
moft unpopular and felf-denying duties are as 
much a part of his rule, when propriety requires 
them, as the moft gracious and eafy : he will 
exhort and rebuke, he will deny and with- 
ftand,- he will even punifh and correct, for 
the glory of God, and the good of his 
fellow- creatures, though it be mucli againft 
the modefty of his own inclinations. In- 
deed, in all his moral duties he waits not 
for the literal commandment : love and 
gratitude are furer guides than the letter of 
^he law. And if ^^ his affe<aions are thusi 
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fet upon things above," he cannot but be 

moderate in things below ; in the pleafurcs, 

the riches, and the honours of the world. 

Scnfe, indeed, muft weaken, as faith grows 

flrong : felf is nothing when the Almighty 

.is before him: *' the' holy fpirit is fhed 

; abroad in his heart:" he prays, he mourns, 

:,he ftrives, he watches : habit ftrengthens 

what principle began : ** he will fight the 

good fight of faith, and there is laid up for 

him a crown of glory/' 

Were the world actuated by fuch maxims 
as thefe, inftead of the contemptible ones 
which are now very improperly ftiled its po- 
litics, what a happy world would it be ? 
How many vain- glorious and oppreffive 
fchemes would vanifti ; how many heart- 
burnings would die ? " Nation would no 
longer rife againft nation, neither would 
there be war any more." Love, like a ftu- 
pendous chain hanging down from heaven, 
would bind the heart of every created being 
to its center by a link, and draw them all 
clofe to God and to one another. There 
would be no more any diftind^ion of colour, 
or of country : the eaft and the weft, the 
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tawny favage African and the poliihed Eu- 
ropean, would only vie with each other in 
mutual affedion : though they now forget 
that they are men, they would then re- 
member that they are brethren ; •' (heep of 
the fame fold;" partners of the fame hope. 
But, alas ! far, far diftant are thefe glorious 
prof pefts ; yet, the time will , come, the 
eye of faith can fee it, when ** the king- 
doms of the world fliall be the kingdoms 
of the Lord, and of his Chrift /' and " the 
knowledge of the Lord fliall cover the earth, 
as the waters cover the fea." Let us reduce 
the wifli, then, to a fmaller, and more prac- 
ticable compafs. Were there but one king- 
dom, one province, one city, village, or 
family only in the world, aduated uniformly 
by thefe maxims, how happy would that 
fociety be ? Love would there cement every 
heart; there could not be a difcordaht inte- 
refl:: whilft, without any other evil than 
thofe of nature, hope would brighten every 
profped: : there would be nothing to fear ; 
every thing to expcd, and to enjoy. Yet 
even this is fo difficult to be met with in 
the prefent world, as to be rather hoped for, 

than 
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than fpeedily expedted. I will bring it, 
therefore, within the conipafs of every one 
that hears me. Were there but one man 
lincerely devoted to the gofpel of Jefus 
Chrift ; faithfully doing the will of God, and 
humbly fubmitting to his providence j lov- 
ing God for his own fake, and every other 
man becaufe he is the creature of God; 
his woujd be " the peace that paffeth all 
underftanding 5 which the world cannot 
give, and which the world cannot take 
^way/' 

Now this is in the power of every one 
among you : therefore, when you return to 
your hpnjes, be chriftians and be happy. 
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DISCOURSE viir 



ROMANS III. 28. 



THEREFORE, WE CONCLUDE THAT A MAN IS 

f 
JUSTIFIED BY FAITH, WITHOUT THE DEEDS 

OF THE LAW. 



JAMES !!• 24. 

YE SEE, THEN, HOW THAT BY WORKS A MAN 
IS JUSTIFIED, AND NOT BY FAITH ONLY^ 

It ismy prefent purpofe to difcourfe to you 
upon juftification, as we find it in thegofpel of 
Jefus Chrift. Now, juftification is the ftn- 
tenceof our acquittal from guilt, arifingfrom 
the performance of certain conditions, what- 
ever thofe afe, on account of which we fhall 
be accepted as being righteous before God. 
We are certainly obliged by him to fome- 
thing, and are therefore accountable to him 
for fbmething; and it is as certain, that if 

we 
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we are ignorant of what God expedls from 
us as our duty, we muft, in the fame degree, 
be defedlive in our performance of that duty. 
The inquiry, then, muft have been of im- 
portance at all times, but at no time more 
particularly fo than the prefent, when the 
generality of chriftians feem to have imper- 
feft, and many of them to have falfe notions 
about it, 

I fhall endeavour to handle this fubjcft, 
where the prejudices of fo many fellow- 
chriftians are concerned, in the faireft and 
moft difpaffionate manner ; being well per- 
fuaded, that an humble and a charitable 
mind is more pleafing to God, as well as 
profitable tp man, than the moft deep re- 
fearches, the moft extenfive views, and the 
moft enlarged underftanding. I have cho- 
fen, therefore, to place before you in one 
view, by way of text, the conclufions of the 
apoftles, Paul and James, upon the fub- 
je<ft. They appear contrary to, but will be 
found to be in perfedl agreement with each 
other. It would be fufficient proof of this 
to obferve, that they are both found in 
the word of the living God, which ** is 
the fame yefterday, to day, and for ever/' 

However, 
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However, to point out the occafion of each,- 
and to difcufs the meaning of thefe paflages, 
will throw light upon our fubjed:, and, 
therefore, falls within the immediate defign, 
of my prefent difcourfe. 

The apoftle Paul was, in this epiftlc, writ- 
ing to the Romans, then newly converted to 
the chriftian faith. Many of them being jews, 
could not conceive that the ordinances of 
Mofes, confefledly of divine appointment in 
their original, (hould intirely be done away by 
the miffion of Jefus Chrift ; and more efpe- 
cially as, to their apprehenfions, fume pro- 
phecies, reprefcnting the future glorious 
Hate of their nation, were as yet unfulfilled :. 
and even our bleffed faviour himfelf, " that 
prophet whom they fhould hear," had coun- 
tenanced the notion by his own example, in 
complying pundually with all the ordi- 
nances of Mofes. They contended, there-* 
fore, that thefe fhould be obferved, both 
by the gentiles and themfelves, together 
with the peculiar inftitutions of chriftianity, 
and be equally binding upon the confcience^ 
It i^ obferved alfo, by learned writers, that 
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the jews had fome very lingular notidhs 
about juftificat ion, materially conncdled with 
this queftion, and which are refuted in this 
epiftle. Firft, they thought that the merits 
of their anceftors were fo very great, and 
particularly, that the painful circumcifion of 
Abraham, in his advanced age, was fo merito- 
rious a work, without any obligation to it from 
the law of nature, that God could not hate 
the children of fuch pious parents. And, be- 
fides, God having made a covenant with Abra- 
ham, Ifaac, and Jacob, to blefs their pofte* 
rity, it was thought that this covenant obliged 
him to forgive their fins. Their next claim 
of juftification was from the knowledge and 
ftudy of the law of Mofes. And the third 
exemption they pleaded was frorp the per- 
formance of the works of. the levitical 
law, which were to expiate fin, efpecially 
circumcifion, and the facrifices to which 
God had promifed remifion of fins.* / 

All thefe pleas are feverally confidered in 
the body of this epiftle, fometimes in a more 
dire'dt, fometimes in a more oblique man- 
ner i 

♦ See Michaelis's Introdudlory lefturcs to the neW 
Teftament. Se£tion 129. 
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ner ; and the great conclufion is, that not- 
tvith /landing all their privil^es, they muft 
ftill be reputed finners before God ; in that 
they had broken both the moral and the 
ceremomal law wherein they boafted ; and 
that it was impoffrble for thena to be jufti- 
fied by a law which they had tranfgrefled* 
He then fhews them, with regard to the 
peculiar faQ<9^ity and eleSion of their na- 
tion, that Abraham^ . their progenitor, 
from whom they claimed, was originally 
an idolater, and lived before the very 
exiftence of the law ; which could not 
therefore operate towards his juftification : 
uay, that he was faid in their own fcripture 
to be |uilified by faith, or humble truft and 
acq^uiefcence m the divine will, eilrcuaiK:ifioft 
being only added as a **"foail of the ri^teouf^ 
nefs of the faith, which be had yet beiiig un^ 
circumcifed :*' and that fo f^tr Was the jev^ 
from being peculiarly eledted by the miercy, 
and all others condemned by the Juft judg- 
ment of God^ as they were very apt tcy 
fancy, that God had re&rved this matter 
peculiarly in his own hands^ '' that be hath 
mercy oa whom he will have mercy, evert 
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on us whom he hath called ; not of the 
jews only, but alfo of the gentiles :" and 
that this was fearching too nearly into the 
hidden myfteries of God, and deciding very 
raflily, as well as uncharitably, upon what 
was contrary to their own hiftory of his 
dealings with their nation ; he having in 
temporal matters, for reafons known to 
himfelf, preferred Jacob to Efau from the 
womb, which was varying the courfe of the 
Abrahamic blefling; and the Iflimaelites 
and Edomites having no (hare in the pro- 
mifed land, though defcended from the fame 
facred original as themfelves, 

Thefe are his principal arguments to the 
jews, whofe prejudices were all along at- 
tended to by the apoftle, and muft be car- 
~ ried alfo in mind by his chriftian reader, or 
he will mifapprehend his meaning. But 
fome of thefe new-converted Romans, lob- 
ferved, were gentiles; and thefe fuppofed, 
that to abferve the rules of philofophy or 
felf-goVernment, according to the dogmas 
of fome of the feverer fedls, particularly 
the ftoies, would lift them into an equa- 
lity with the fons of God, and make 

them 






them acceptable to the father of our Lord Je-^ 
fas Chrift. But here again the apoftle holds 
out to their view the fame tremendous truths 
*' that they are fmners-.' Guilt, therefore, 
cannot be juftified, where innocence only 
can efcape. When the law of righteoufnefs 
is tranfgrefled by finful man ; he can make 
atonement only by repentance. But who 
fhall be his example and propitiation ? Of this, 
the jews might have informed thofc gentiles 
by the mouth of their infpired prophet ; 
** Behold my fervant, whom I uphold ; mine 
eledl in whom my foul delighteth! I have pu^^ 
my fpirit upon him : he fhall bring forth 
judgment to the gentiles.* He is defpifed, 
and rejeded of men ; a man of forrows, and 
acquainted with grief. But he was wounded 
for our tranfgreffions ; he was bruifed for 
our iniquities ; the chaftifemciit of ouf 
peace was upon him, and with his ftripes 
we are healed. All we, like fhcep, have 
gone aftray ; and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.^-f' " Therefore, by 
the deeds of the law," adds our apoftle, 
be it moral or ceremonial, ^* there fhall no 
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flefli be Juftifiod in his fight : for by the law i* 
the knowledge of fin . But now the ri^ tcouf- 
nefs of God without the law is manifeiled, be« 
ing witncfled by the law and the prophets; 
cventhe righteoufnefs of God which is by faith 
of Jefus Chrift unto all, and upon all them 
that believe; for there is no difference : for aU 
have finned, and come fliort of the glory of 
God; being juftified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Jefiis 
Chrift : whom God hath fct forth to be a 
propitiation, through faith in hie bloody to 
declare his righteoufnefs for the remiffion of 
fins that are pail, throtugh the ii;:>rbearance 
of God ; to declare, I fay, at this time his 
righteoufnefs ; that he nii^t be juft,. s^nd 
the juftifier of him that bclicvcth in Jcfu^* 
Therefore, wc conclude that a man is jufti^^ 
fied by faith, without the deeds of the kw. •'* 
You have now, Ihope,aclear, them^ghihort; 
view of fhe apoftle Paul's dodtrinc upon this 
great point. He concJudes alt under fi&» 
that God may be all in all ; that we may 
caft ourfeltes as condemned criminals before 
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the divini prfefence $ and accept of bis par« 
don« updn the terms, and in the fornix upoa 
which he is pleafbd to offer it ; that is^ up- 
oa the principle of our obedience^ not the 
merit o£ our performance : taking Chrift for 
our mzttct, and determining to ferve him, 
though imperfedly, yet is well as wc cnn, 

Faithy ftrij£kly fpeaking) is no more than 
belief: that is^ indeed^ the true idea of it : 
but^ in a ]oo(br and more extended &xkfe, 
it is truft, devotion, attachment, or fidelity 
to that being, in whom we ate fald to be- 
lieve : fo that We not only believe in him 
barely, as a cold uncoftcerning truth, likd 
the mathematician in a theorem which he 
hath demonllrated, and never thought of 
applying ; but we rejoice in, and apply that 
belief as the great and fuperior movement 
in our minds, which rejeds and coun«- 
teradte every principle unfriendly to it> and 
which regulates, in /hort, and impels our 
afFedlions and our will. 

This is, in truth, the fenfe of the ancient 
jewifli church of divine faith; as appears 
from the books of Philo> and others, ftill Ex- 
tant; and, therefore, muft have been the 
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interrrctation of it, in the fchool of Ga- 
mallei^ where our apoftle imbibed his no* 
tions. As this is the moft material point 
in this whole controverfy, I muft pro- 
duce the fentimcnts of this learned jew, 
who flouriftied about thirty years before St. 
Paul wrote this epiftle, as drawn from his 
comment upon thefe words of his own fcrip- 
ture; " Abraham believed in God, and he 
counted it to him for righteoufnefs," ** Some 
one, wri tes he, may perhaps fay ; do you j udge 
this worthy of praife ? what man is there fo 
bad, who would not give attention to God, 
when he fpeaks, or promifes any thing ? To 
fuch an one we anfwer; beware, fir, that you 
do not raflily refufe this wife man the praife 
due to him, nor afcribe to unworthy perfons 
faith, which is the moft perfedl of the virtues, 
nor cenfure our dodrine upon this fubjeft* 
For, if you will confider this matter not fu- 
perficially, but fe?irch it to the bottom, you 
fhall plainly fee, that, it is no eafy thing to have, 
faith in God only, without any other pledge: 
this, I fay, is no ?afy thing, by reafon of 
the clofe relation we bear to what is mor- 
pX, with which w? are yofeedi ?tid which 
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forcibly pcrfuades us to have faith in riches, 
glory, power, friends, health and ftrength 
of body, with many other things • Now, 
to efface each of thefe, and put no faith in 
the creature, which is never to be trufted in; 
and to have faith in God alone, who alone 
can be fecurely relied on ; to do this, I fay, 
is the adt of a great and heavenly mind, a 
mind that can no more be enfnared by the 
things. of this world.'* Thefe are the very 
words of Philo,* and I might proceed to 
make further ex tradls, for there is more to the 
fame effed, and quote other writers of the 
feme nation, -f but that which I have read to 
you from fo refpedable a contemporary au- 
thor, fufficiently demon ftrates what I afferted 
of the fenfe of the jewidi church upon this 
term; and Ihews that thofe with whom our 
apoftle converfed, as well as thofe to whom he 
wrote, underilood by faith, not bare belief, 

I 4 but 

* Vol. I. p. 485. 

t A large collection of quotations to the fame purpofe 
from other jewifli writers maybe found in Chriftiani Schoett- 
genii Horae Hebraicae et Talmudicae. Tom. 2. edit. Dref- 
dae 1742, from p. 682, top. 687. See alfo Dr. John 
JHeyUn's Effay on Faith. — vol. i. of his Theological Lec- 
tures, p. 1 39, from whence this note, and the verfion of 
Philo are taken^ 
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but trufti dependence^ refignation, and de^ 
Yotednefs to the object of their belief, 
Thus the dutiful child be^eves in his ve- 
nerable parent; rejoices in his fmile ; bends 
before his frown ; adopts his manners, fen- 
timents and views; and regulates every im-f 
portant adlion on the ible idea of its being 
pleafing or difpleafing to hinpi. 

This is the fenfe alfo in which our favioijf 
ufes the word, the very firft time we meet with 
it in the new Teftament, whpn he ftiles hifi 
difciples, " O ye of little faith j" th^ is, 
of an inattentive ^nd unfiUal temper, of lit-* 
tie truft and depen^ajace upon him. In- 
deed, the whole leleyenth chapter to the He- 
brews, and many other fcriptures which I 
cannot now ftay to write, are ample comr 
ments on our iaviour s expr^ffion. So that, 
I thin^, it is paft a doubt, if we argue from 
the notions of the age and country conne<3:ed 
with this epiftle, that when we believe in 
Chrift, in the apoftle Paul's fenfe of thofe 
words, and which he makes the fole condition 
of our juftification> we not only acknowledge, 
in words, Jefus to be " the meffiah of God," 
but we accept hina from the heart, as our 

king 
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I 

% 

Jcing to rule over us, and devote ourfelvep 
to observe his laws with the moil ardent and 
unre^rved ohedieace.* 

« 

L^fs than this^ indeed^ could not be 
fi^eant in the nature of things, whatever 
terms were expreffed, confidering the per- 
fe^ftion of God's nature, the defcdlivenefs 
(^ oi^r own, and the relation in which 
we (land towards him. Words are defec- 
tive in their nature, and change their 
meaning by time ; but the nature of things 
is immortal. Words, in the firft place, can- 
not always include every thing with pro- 
priety ; fomething muft be left to be undcr- 
ftoodii When a ftate publiflies a declaration 
that it will receive again its rebellious fub- 
je£ls who are defirous of returning to their 
^allegiance, it does not ftipulate, in the aA 

'X>f grace, that if ever they break out into 
if^y^llion afre(h, they fhall be punifliedas 

traitors: 

* That is, taking a ^ faith working by love," for our 
principle, we go on cafily and naturally to the efFetSs of 
belief, when it has laid hold on the aflTcdlions, which are 
a i^erful obedience to, and acquiefcence in the will pf the 
))elov^d object ; and more, efpecially, when our reafon con- 
firms tlje choice of our affedUons, for then the will has nor 
(hing to diftra6l it, 
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traitors : the mention of it were unconcili- 
ating, ungrateful, and even unneceffary: 
for pardon for paft offences cannot but fup- 
pofe and include in it future fidelity. Words, 
again, have various fenfes ; and, fenfes in 
fome combinations intirely remote from their 
original meaning. Thus, the word, ** li-^ 
bcrty," is applied by all political writers to 
certain forms of government, and particularly 
our own, though, ftri6llyfpeaking,;liberty and 
government arc terms of oppofition ; are in- 
compatible with and deftrudive of each other. 
Words, again, change their meaning by time: 
thus *' tyrant," once only fignified governor, 
and ''knave", exprefled no more than fervant. 
But the nature of things is immortal • Im*- 
pcrfeftion muft be governed by perfeflion : 
where there is government there muft be 
law, and where there is law there muft be 
obedience ; be it in earth or heaven ; with 
archangel, angel, or man. I may, there- 
fore, hazard the expreflion, that God could 
not pardon upon other terms than a con- 
ditional and provifionary obedience. God 
is virtue : he cannot, like an earthly prince, 
difpenfe with his juft and equal laws out of 

indulgence 
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indulgence to particular perfons : there arc 
no favourites in the divine OEConomy ; ** the 
face of the Lord is fet againfl them that do 
evil;" and *^ in every nation, he that fear- 
cth God, and worketh righteoufnefs, is ac- 
cepted with him." 

Befides, virtue is progreflSve, as well as 
pcrfedive of our nature : it is conquered, 
as w^ell as receded from, by degrees. The 
reward, therefore, muft agree with the 
fervice : the man of yefterday muft not 
be levelled with an apoftle, nor the mar- 
tyr's crown be beftowed on him who hath- 
only juft rifen from the font. Moreover, 
the difcipline of the chriftian religion was 
intended to fit us for heaven, as well as to 
bring us there. Acourfe of feveral vices, even 
the pradtice of one vice, perfifted in for a long 
time, fo alienates the mind from God, and 
unfits it for the company of heaven,* that 
all the moft gracious defignations of the gof- 
pel could not avail for its acceptance with 
the God of purity, unlefs he was plcafed to 
create "it afrefti ; to new-mold its habits, 
and its powers, its aiFedlions and its will. 

Only, 

s 

• See this very happily illuftratcd in the firft part of Dr^ 
Scott's booki enljtle4 « Tlj? Chriftian Lif?,". 
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Only, let us obferve one diilinSion, his 
pardon of the guilty man upon embra- 
cing of chriftianity, as to what is paft, has 
HO condition at aU ; it is clogged mth 
BO provifion, '* believe only in the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, and thou fhalt be faved/' " To- 
day, (halt thou be with me in paradife :" 
the pardon is, here alfo, freely dlfpenied te a 
fecmingly unworthy objcd: ^ but it is to 
one, who is become fenfible of his owa un- 
worthincfs, and defirous to accept of the for- 
givcnefs offered through Jefus Chrift, But 
this is nothing to the cafe of one, who hsMth 
profefled chriftianity all his life, and hath 
long lived under the influences of the holy 
fpirit. His j uftification, or final acc6pta&£e, 
muft depend upon his obedience; upon 
certain conditions of conduft, expreffcd in 
the new Teftament j without the ob£srvanc6 
of which, all his pleas of faith will no more 
avail him, than it would a wretch, who 
was proved guilty of high-treafon, that he 
had formally acknowledged the title of the 
fovereign, and even aflifted in the ceremony 
of proclaiming his king. It is in viin^ 
fhat he depends wholly upon Jefus Chrift, 
who hath lived in open contradiction to his 

will i 
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will J *^ for v^ithout holiiiefs, ixo man fhall 
iec the Lord." May the fokmn words be in- 
fcribed on the heurt of every one who hears 
tnc ! for it is by a courfe of fincere and uni- 
form, though imperfedt, obedience only, 
that we can be juftified by faith in, or ac- 
knowledgment of, our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
Thefe truths are fo very plain, and might 
be illuftrated by fo many inftances in com* 
mon Ufe, that one would almoft wonder 
how they could poffibly have been miftaken. 
Yet it appears, both from this epiftle of the 
apoftle James, and alfo from ecctefiaftical hif- 
ftory, that they were miftaken very early in the 
church. Bad minds are willing to lay hold 
of any thing that will adminifter the leaft 
confblation to their wretched (late; and 
weak ones are always willing to puzzle 
others and themfelves. The writings of 
our apoftle were no fooner publifhed, than 
they were mifunderflood and perverted by 
thefe two defer iptions of men. There 
were a fet of chriflians, called Antino- 
mians^ who prefently maintained from 
this conclufion of St. Paul in my text, and 
feme othei; detached exprefHonsor miftaken 

jccafonings* 
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reaibnings in this and his other epiftki,* 
that Chrift having fulfilled the moral lavir 
for us, and his righteoufnefs being applied to 
us, our juftification was complete by our 
believing in him ; and therefore th?it it was 

fuperfluous^ 

♦ One of which is this, ^* by grace are ye faved, 
through faith; it is the gift of God." (Eph. ii, 8.) Here 
the apoftle endeavours to beat down the foolifh notion of 
pofitive merit, which the jews perpetually cherifhed. 
" Ye arc faved," fays he, " not by the merits of your 
anceftors, though fome of them were very great; nor by 
the merits of your facrifices, which, though once appointed 
by God as an atonement, are now fuperfeded by him ; 
nor, leaft of all, by the merits of yourfelves ; but intirely 
through the knowledge of the gofpel of Jefus Chrift* 
But this does not fuppofe that we are to do nothing of our^ 
felves to obtain the divine favour; though nothing that 
we could do would be able of itfelf to procure it. Salva- 
tion and ac<^eptance are indeed ultimately, as Well as prima- 
rily, God's M^ork, but yet man is immediately employed in it* 
It is the fame in nature as in grace : God only gives man 
power to walk ; but he muft ufe his own legs, or the motion 
of the body would never be effecied. God only gives ftian 
food to eat : but his own forefight and labour, and care, in 
many various ways, muft bring it to that perfeSion which 
is neceflary to fit it for his ufe. So far is God from 
putting the bread into our mouths, which is called the ftaff 
of life, that man muft plow, and fow, and grind, and knead, 
and bake, before he has one morfel of bread to eat ; that is, 
he muft exercife thofe various powers, the capacity of which 
^e only wife God hath beftowed upon him for this end. 
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fuperfluous, if not impious, to fuppofe that 
God would not fave without any conditions ; ' 
or that the obfervance of the law of righ- 
teoufnefs fliould be neceflary to complete the 
juftification of thofe, who were already juf- 
tiiicd and accepted through the faith of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 

Thefe opinions were held by many : the 
peculiar prejudices of the jews, before- 
mentioned ', the ambiguity of the term 

" faith," among the gentiles ; the difficulty 
of ranging their ideas on fo new a fubjeft, 
and a fecret bias, I fear, to follow the 
corruption and pride of human nature 

in thus claiming probation to be at an end ; 
probably contributed not a little to their 
Ipread and fupport. The other apoftles, 
therefore, found it neceflary to interpofe, in 
order to cure fo dangerous and funda- 
mental an error in that gofpel which they 
were commiflioncd to explain. St. Peter, 
one of the chiefeft of them, is fuppofed to 
have written his epiftle two years after this 
of St. Paul to the Romans;* and it is the 

opinion 

« The epiftle to the Romans, and moft of St. Paul's 
Other epiftles, were writtten about the year of Chrift, 57* 
See Pearfon and Whitby. 

St. James 
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epinion of bifbop Bull, one of the moil lesuii-- 
ed m^n in ecclefiaftical antiquity, and by far 
the bcft writer on this fubjeft, that he par- 
ticularly refers to the mifapplication of thdia 
doiftrines of predcftination, and elctftion, 
and of being juftified by faith only, with- 
out the deeds of the law, when he fays in 
it '' that there are fome things in St. Paul's 
epiftles hard to be underftood, which un- 
teachable and unilable men wreft, as they 
do alfb the other fcriptures, to their owft 
deftrudtion.** For what one doftrine, in all 
St, PauFs epiftles, was fo likely *' to be 
wrefted to their own deftrudtion," as %lm 
niifinterpretation ** of unteacbable and un- 
flable men,'' that the obfervance of the 
moral law was not a neceiTary conditifon of 
falvation to thofe who were accepted kx Je- 
fus Chrift. 

However, it is certain that St, Jamea 
In his general epiftle, which was written 
about five or fix years after this of St. 

Paul 

St>. James's and St. Feter's'cpiftles-, a litde before the year 

Other commentators have other hypothefes ; but none 
fnake St. Paul's epiftle to the Romans, lefs than two yeaJr» 
prior to the epiftles^ of Peter and James* 
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Paul to the Romans^ hath not' reftraincd 
himfelf to alluiions or oblique ilridfcut^a j 
bat hath entored into a courie of very ex« 
adl reafoning- on the- fubje<a, and dfe^ually 
prevented any miftakes for the future, among 
thofe who are willing to give him a ferious 
and implrtiftl pe«ifaL He begins this part 
of his epiftle, by Aewing the unprofitable- 
nefs of words without eorrefpondcnt aiftions^ 
in common life, as well as in the aflfair of 
our final juftification. * Will the beft cho- 
fen word«/ fays he, • cover a naked bro- 
ther, or the moft kind and eharkable expreA 
Sons fill his hungry belly : will barely fay- 
ing to him, depart ijn peace, be ye warm-^ 
ed, and filled ; contribute to hia comfort 
and refre(hment, if ye give hjm none of thofi; 
things which ye t^k off <^ Evenfo faith, 
if it hath not works, is dead being alone*" 
This is no lefs elegant, than ftri(SUy ji^-. 

He then goes on to prove^ the abfurdity 
of thofe who m^Atain «hat they have faitk 
in Chrift, without aehriftian life. ' A good 
life,' feys he, ' ie vifibb ta»U, but profcf- 
fion, depending intirely upon the fincerity 

with which it is made, cannot be proved but 

K, by 
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by its efFeda, which are an holy and a chri A 
tian converfation/ Then he Ihews further, 
that the faith of pf ofeffion only, is the faith 
of the condemned fpirits ; *' the devils alfo 
believe and tremble." And as St. Paul had 
inftanced our father Abraham who \Vas juf- 
tified by faith, which had probably been 
groflly mifunderftood, he fliews in what 
fenfe that expreffion is to be taken, and that 
it included the mofl humble and obedient 
mind, agreeably to our faviour's ufe of it, 
and the fenfe of the ancient jewifli church. 
** Was not Abraham, our father, juftified 
by works, when he had offered Ifaac his 
fon upon the altar ? Seeft thou how faith 
wrought with his works, and by works was 
his faith made perfect ? Ye fee then how 
thit by works a man is juftified, and not by 
faith only ? 

I hope, little need now be added to fend 
you hence with a true and fcripture idea 
of juftification.. Whether you call it faith 
with St/ Paul, or works with St. James, it 
is certain that you cannot be faved at the laft 
day, without regulated afFeftions, and an uni- 
formly holy and humble life. Our works, 

indeed 
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indeed, are deftitute of merit, but the new 
Teftament declares that they are neceflary ; 
^' that without holinefs no man (hall fee the 
Lord :" and, therefore, defective as they are, 
we muft labour at their improvement, and 
ofier them up to God with the deepeft hu- 
mility. 
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GiVLA/riAl^S V. 6. 

iFjpIl ,IN CHRIST JE^US NEI.THEK .-Cf^lC.UJMlCISIO^ 
AVAILETH AN,y THINf>, NOR .UNCIRCUMCl- 
SIpN; BUT RAITH Wi^ICH WORKETH^BY LOV^. 

QALATIANS VI. 15. 

FOR IN CH;RrIST 'J^SVS ^NEITHER ^CIRGUMCISIQI) 
^V^IMXH AKY iTKWO, ,NQR .yN^IRCJJK<3l- 
iSIQ^j jBVT .A *N£W <iK^^X^f^• 

)T«is ivhplc ejpiftle .tp :tfec^Qj»l*tiftns.;wfs 

^itatcd kn thechui-ch, viz. l^ow^u fdit}^'-' 
.tianswci^e. obliged, (o the obferya^i^^e Qfji^e 
mofaic law : and the plain |fepjfe . (ff i f Ixf fc 
ntwo very T^m^rMW^ aod.Mjftri^Kjliye.paffagcs 
which 4 l^ve r^ajd, (a.yQu |ro^ it, ,aAd. wbi<^ 
,<50jnt«ln jiivi^^d tl^e d^feripjna^ipn ^of ,th® 
.^tppftje jy)9A tJje^^ij^ftiop, .wnpwijfs |;p this. : 

K 3 "In 
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'* In the religion of Jefus Chrift, into 
which you are baptized, neither will the 
obiervance of the mofaic ordinances make 
you acceptable through Chrift, nor the ncg- 
ledt of them make you criminal In his 
fight : the only rite now impofed is the 
converfion of the heart to God ; and the 
only condition he requires is a fincere, how- 
ever imperfedt, obfervance of his moral 
laws ; a faith or belief in him which pro- 
duceth love both to God and the brethren, 
and muft therefore neceflarily conform it- 
felf to his will; which vifibly beneficial 
cfFefts will now be accepted by him, ia- 
ilead of burdenfome ceremonies, which have 
anfwered the end of their inflitution, and 
arc therefore of no longer ufe." And the 
fame truth, detached from the contfoverfy 
which is here intermingled with it, is ex- 
preflfcd, therefore, in more general terms in 
thefe words : " without holinefs no man 
fliall fee the Lord." 

From thefe, and indeed from every other 
text in the new Teftament, it appears, 
that the end of our Lord's miflion was to 
4eftroy fin, and every inefficacious andfuper- 

ftitious 
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ftitious ad of religion ; and " to purify unto 
himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works." In his own defcription of the 
day of judgment, where its proceedings are 
very accurately noticed, he fhews, in the 
moft exprefs words, that the aftions of a 
good life are the only evidences that will be 
accepted, to acquit or to condemn us at 
the bar of his tribunal. " I was hungry, 
and ye gave me meat ; thirfly, and ye gave 
me drink ; I was a ftranger, and ye took me 
in ; naked, and ye clothed me; fick, and in 
prifon, and ye vifited me/' The faith of 
thefe good men,- who were thus employed, 
is never fo much as mentioned ; and the 
reafon is plain enough : it cannot but be 
taken for granted. They were his profcfled 
fcrvants,; and every good man has faith 
according to the meafure of evidence. 

A good man, of every age, is one de- 
voted to God : and fuch an one can::ot 
but accept of, and rejoicfe in, the revela- 
tion of that being to whofe honour and 
interefts he is devoted. Of courfe, there- 
fore, they were faithful believers in his 
name, who were faithful workers of his 

K 4 will. 
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fvitt. But it is very rcmAvkkhlt, that '^ the 
irorkers of iniquity/' a6 th^ are -ez^ttfsly 
ftiled^ fhottld pleftd their faith as a rtiakibn 
why they fhould be accepted ; though ^t 
holy and the humble imitators of Jefus ne-» 
ver once thought of its merit. '* Lord !" 
fay thefe piiftaken men, " have we not 
preached in thy name, and in tl^ name 
done many wonderful works ?" His an* 
fwer islikewife'r^K)rd6d-to the^r condem* 
nation, ^^ Depart from me> all ye work* 
crs of iniquity/* 

Thus you fee our Lord's own deter* 
mination of this controverted cafe : -a 
.good life is made the teft of faith or ,pro* 
feflion^ and the indifpenfable oondition of 
our being juflified or accepted throi^h 
him. After thi^ plain fadii^ it may well 
be admired that fo many preachers of 
the .gofpcl, in this enlightened country, 
fhould affirm, that holinefs is no CQnditioQ 
of falvation ; and that any reader of the new 
Teftament fhould be found to believe them. 
I would only a(k them this plain queftion ; 
can any bad liver be faved through Jefus 
Chrift ? I believe they would hardly be bold 

enough 
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fnotightt) maintain ikls lafl 'fuppoi^tion. I^ 
then, a bad liver cannot ibe^iaved by bis i^ith, 
a ^man mufl:4>e a ]good liver to ^be fav^ed» or 
juftlfied, by the ;&i.th of ^our Lord Jefuis 
Cbrift ; vthat is^ he ^muftrf^ithfully :pe]rfoFQi 
every part x:)f his ^uty, -and iincecely avoid 
every rhabit of vice, 'or olfe he cannot .be 

Accepted. 

•^But we will view the fubjeft in fome other 

lights. Man is a creature^ unable of him- 
felf to help himfelf, or even to will that 
which is ;good, much lefs to. do it. Goil 
in his own time, fends .his fon into the 
woFld, to free him from the bondage of fin 
and iatan, to dired and Arengthen the poweis 
of his confcience by the affiftancc'ofvhis 
•holy Q)irit, and the aflurance of immortality. 

But obedience tothefmoraflaw was riot caa- 
•celled by -the^ofpel. " There is no con- 
demnation, indeed, to thofe in Chrift Jefus, 
who walk not after the flefh, hut after the 
ipirit J but to thofe that are contentious, 
and^do not obey the .truth, but obey unrigh- 
teoufnefs ; tribulation and aoguifli, indigna- 
tion and wrath, upon every foul of man that 
doth evil ; on the jew firft, and alfo on the 
gentile." Obedience, therefere, to holinefs, 

is 



( 154 ) 

is as much binding as before Jefus Chrift 
preached his gofpcl ; for it has now fome 
additional fandlions. The more, fublime 
the revelation of the gofpel, the more pure 
its dodlrines, and the more clear its fanftions* 
the more muft general virtue, which is no- 
thing but- the will of God in the perfe<ftion 
of our natures, be eflential to its nature and 
its frame. ** The times of ignorance God 
winked at ; but we muft now give all dili- 
gence, and add to our faith virtue, and to 
-our virtue knowledge, and to knowledge 
temperance, and to temperance patience, 
and to patience godlinefs, and to godlinefs 
brotherly-kindncfs, and to brotherlyrkind- 
nefs charity ; for if thefe things, fays the 
apoftle, be in you and abound, they fliall 
make you that ye (hall neither be bairen nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. But he that lacketh thefe 
things is blind, and cannot fee afar off, and 
hath forgotten that he was purged from his 
old fins."* Thefe laft words of St. Peter 
are very remarkable, and intirely coincide 

with 

*a Pcti. 5—7. 
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with what I take to be the fcripture- notion of 
juftification ; namely, that it is a full pardon 
granted by God to finful man, both of na- 
tural and acquired depravities, on his em- 
bracing the profeflion of chriftianity, pro- 
vided that he conforms him felf to a filial 
obedience for the time to come, and *' adds 
to his faith, virtue." 

But I am afhamed to argue any longer 
upon this head with men pretending ei- 
ther to chriftianity or commop fenfe. Were 
I to plead from fcripture, I could pro- 
duce as many pafTages to confirm my 
dodtrine as there are moral fentences in 
it : and, were I to plead from reafon ; from 
the nature of God, the nature of man, and 
the nature of government and fubordination ; 
I muft produce as many arguments for con- 
ditional obedience as there are connate ideas 
.on thofe fubjedts. in the world. I will refer 
you, therefore, to your own undcrftandings. 

But, though I have done with argument in 
fo plain a cafe, it will be worth our while 
to confider the grounds of the error in ge- 
neral ; from what fource it fprung, and by 
what fleps alfo it hath ariien to its prefent 
height and eminence in this nation ; which 

may 
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^ofe it, than by pointing againft it all -tfie 
moft formidable artillery of .fccipturc janjl 
common fcnfe. To many, an oblique view 
is preferable to a diredt one : it is cc;rtaia 
-there is a fallacy in .this cafe, and if .we iCft» 
detedt it by an hiftorical detail, it will hp 
more acceptable, and coniequently ixno^ 
ufeful, than by formally .combatiijg the 
principle. Hidory hath everr been accQuntefl 
•^the ^handmaid of ttruthj wd ,th»re :is this 
^peculiarly favourable circumikm^ein eccle- 
iiaftical hiflory, arifing firomrthe impontanoe 
iof the fubjcdt, that the birth. of cveiyicrror 
being marked, from tbetfirft preaching jif 
the gofpel, gives an accuracy and >pi!eci- 
. iion to fuch ^ inquiries, not to be expected in 
-any other hiftoiy . pf opinions. 

it is allowed by dll, that the(e opinions 
-took their rife from St. 'Paul's -epiilles. . 
Now, it is to be ebferved, that the apoftle 
was writing controverfy in 'thofc epiiUes ^ 
that is, in his main defign, expcfing errors, 
not explaining truths. 'Arid it is w^ll known 
to ' learned men, that, in all ^ fuch cafes, ^very 
propofition, though feemingly *tbe;mdft de- 

^tacfeed 



tichecf, refer* to the leading purpoife of the 
i^^holc ; takes a tinge frdm the general co- 
Ibur, amf mutfi be fcen, to be feen clearly, iit 
the famii point of view, and through the 
comiiiott m^ediu nr. How unfit, then , are the 
matty to jurcJgc of this intricate queftion, 
ipfrfiich is eilvelopeif both in dark and diftant 
^tiqttity, antS die prejudices of a particular 
j^eopfe ; art<t how ftrangely did they miflakc 
iht fenfe of the apoftle, who contended from 
Acfef cpiiftles, that he who is juftified by 
IsUthy is alreiady certain of future happinefs, 
Withdut being bound to work his further 
ftogtef^ in it, by the obfervancc of the mo- 
f!al kw. 

Indeed, the pofition was too abfurd at 
any rimt to ftand by itfelf 5 and, therefore, 
fome collateral affifhnce was looked for 
to cover and fapport it. And this waa 
found in the additional dodtrine of perfeve-^ 
ranee, which thefe interpreters grafted upon 
their firft refinement of being faved by faith 
or reliance on Jefus Chrift 'alone. For, 
knowing that moral qualities were neceflary 
to fit us for heaven under every difpenfa- 
tiort} and having already determined that 
tfaofe who were juflified by faith, or belief, 

did 
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did not need holinefs to juftify them fur- 
ther ; they added, that God .would prevent 
thole by his grace from falling finally into 
evil courfes whom he had fo juftified and 
predeftinated to eternal falvation through 
Chrift. This dod:rine of perfeverance, 
however, though very neceffary to complete 
their fyftem, was, in the firft place, direftly 
contrary to St. Paul's own fuppofitionj 
** for I keep under my body, fays he, and 
bring it into fubjedion." And why did he 
do all this ? why, to the utter confufion of 
thefe men of perfeverance, he adds^ ** left 
when I have preached to others, I myfclf 
ihould be a caftaway/* And no\<r, I leave 
it to their choice to determine, whether St. 
Paul was a juftified perfon or not; or whe- 
ther, if juftified, ftill his own fuppofition 
does not plainly allow- that he might have 
been a caftaway. 

Moredver, the making fome men perfe- 
vere in holinefs by extraordinary infufions 
of grace, which they never defired, nor 
troubled their heads about, whilft it is de- 
nied to others, is dire<ftly contrary to the na-r 
tural notions men entertain of the equal love 
of God to his creatures, as well as. to the other 

portraits 



( 159 ) 

portraits of it in fcriptur^. It is adopting a 
fyftcni of favouritifm, too horrid to be even 

thought of in the fupreme being ; and, with 

regard to the party himfelf, deftroys the notion 
of free-will, which is the baiis of all the di- 
vine CBConomy j his laws, his promifes, and 
his . threatenings to mankind. But I am 
running unawares into argument, when I 
propofed to confine myfelf to matters of 
fad. To keep, then, more clofely to the 
point; thefe errors, with all their confe- 
quences, did not grow up at once. It is 
probable, from ecclcfiaftical hiftory, that the 
firft Antinomians were a fet of profligate 
men, who only mifunderftood our apoftle to 
gratify their mifordered lives : for none of 
the fathers, for the firft four centuries, 
touch upon the point, or mention it ei- 
ther as a found or heretical dodlrine ; all 
along fuppofing free-will. 

I think I have not gone too far in making 
this aflfertion; for out of two hundred and two 
ecclefiaftical writers, prior to St. Auguftin, 
^ whofe names and books, with an analyfis of 
their opinions are digefted by Dupin, only 
two are found, and thofe verging towards the 

end 
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en^ot die fourth ceiitary, who at alt gkncv 
at the do&Tioes we are combating^: and of 
thefe, Mark, the hermit, whoie wcH-ks zre 
loft, but abridged by Photius, is ooljp feict 
'^ to attribute much to the grace and faith 
of Jefus Chrift, and very littk to the good 
works and free anions of men; differing 
therein from moft of the afiatical writers.*' 
Macarius, the other, who lived earlier in 
that century, wrote very judicioufly upon 
the point, thus reconciling the doArines of 
grace and free-will ; *' that we ought always 
fo to labour, as if the whole depended upon 
our own endeavours, and yet to acknow- 
ledge that we can do nothing without God.*^ 
This is with me a moft convinc- 
ing argument of the little foundation it 
Kas in fcripture; for, if unconditional fal- 
vation and irrefiftible grace had been the 
doftrines of the fcripture, they muft have 
been fuadamental doArines, and thefe pri- 
mitive fathers could not have been igno- 
rant of their truth ; but in the writings 
of the firft four centuries, wc in vain 
look for any trace of them. In the be-* 
ginning of the fifth century, indeed, a fed 
of heretics arofe in the church, called Pela- 
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ghtis, irom their leader, PelagiUs. TJiw 
man and his adherents afferted, ** that there 
was no original fin : that a man might ac- 
compliQi all the commands of God by the 
mere power of nature ; and that the gifts 
of grace were only neceffary to enable him 
to aft more eafily and more perfeftly/^ 
This opinion, ftriking at the root of chrif- 
tianity, St* Auguftin, a venerable charader> 
but of too lively an imagination for a ftrift 
difputant, unluckily exerted himfelf to con- 
fute thefe heretics ; and, that he might do it 
the more efFedlually, he ventured to aflert^ 
under the fhelter of fome literal expreffions 
in the controverfial epiftles of St- Paul, not 
only that the grace of God was neceffary to 
man's falvation, which thefe Pelagians had 
denied, but "that God beftowed or with-held 
that grace according to his mere pleafure ; 
that fome were fore-ordained to eternal life, 
and fome left to eternal mifery : that thefe 
fore-ordained or predeftinated perfons could 
not alter or avert the eternal decree by their 
moral condudt/* And this lyflem he 
adopted in its full extent, made it ther 
ground- work of all his arguments, and, in 
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the courfe of a very voluminous controveriyi 
refined, enlarged upon, and completed it; 

Such was the firft rife' of thefe opinions 
in the church four hundred years after the 
gofpel was preached. And the authority 
of this really ingenious father was fo great, 
and his interpretation was fo well fuited to 
the metaphyfical genius of the fchoolmen 
in the middle ages, when juft reafon- 
ing and learning were fucceeded by far- 
fetched and fubtile inquiries, that it conti- 
nued, intricate and abfurd as it was, the 
prevailing and undifturbed doftrine of the 
weftetn church for fix hundred years. 

But, in the beginning of the eleventh cen- 
tury, a confiderable agitation in our wefteril 
world began to effefl another change of prin- 
ciple in this point. The crufades, or expedi- 
tions into the eaft, for the recovery of the holy 
land, were then firft propofed ; and fo vio- 
lently promoted in Europe by Peter the 
hermit, and pope Urban the fecond, that 
they thought no ftrains of eloquence too 
great if they would but eflfed: this defirable 
purpofe ; and, accordingly, thofe zealous ec- 
clefiaftics fo magnified the merit of theft 

military 
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ttiilitary expeditions, as to make them ht 
fuperior, even in the eye of God, to a life of" 
piety and virtue, and the means of conferring 
inftant juftification on the moft guilty 
wretch, when engaged in fo holy an enter- 
prize. * Hence alfo arofc in the Roman 
church, which had before adopted St» 
Auftin's ideas upon this fubjedt, the notion 
of pofitive merit; and, by degrees, when 
it was found how many, gainful purpofes 
it would anfwer, that itill more pre- 
pofterous and unchriftian dodlrine, that the 
life of a very good man was fo very me- 
ritorious, that a part of it only would pro- 
cure heaven for him, and that the reft of 
it might be applied, at the difcretion of the 
pope, to the falvation of thofe bad men in 
his communion, whofe neceffities moft re- 
quired fuch indulgence. 

Happily, at the reformation in the fix- 
teentlf century, which was particularly oc- 
cafiorred by this doflrine of fupererogation, 
and the grofs abufe in granting the qonfe- 
jquent indulgencies, this and many other* 

L 2 errors 
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« See Robertfon's Hiftory of Charles V. o£t»vo adit* 
voL I. note xiii* p« 28^* 
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errors were abolifhed by many national 
churches, and efpecially by our own. But 
all churches were not ib wife in their re- 
formations; particularly that of Geneva, 
conduced by John Calvin, who adopted,, 
on this head, the reveries with which he 
was fumiflied by St. Auftin- He probably 
thought them mofl: commodious for his- 
purpofe, in iapping the dodtrine of fupere- 
rogation, and throwing him at the ut- 
moft poffible diflance from Rome. He 
fcarcely, I fuppofe, law through their con- 
fequences; but, being of a warm com- 
plexion, and the times not very cool, fie 
could not be contented with (hewing that 
works have no merit of themfelves ; but. 
infifted, that works had nothing to do with 
our falvation ; that they were not neceflary^ 
even as conditions to thofe who were already: 
juftified, but only graceful and proper as the 
confequences and fruits o£iaith. 

I have only to wifli, that the maintain.- 
crs of them in our times would ferioufly 
contemplate thefe great events. One would, 
think that the errors, into which they had 
drawn our fathers,, would have been a warn- 
ing at leaft to their pofterlty to rejedt them. 

But 
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Bat enthuiiafm is Aill triumphant among 
the common people, ef^ecially thofe who are 
ierious ; and few, indeed^ enjoy the rare pri- 
vilege of being judicious and devout. They 
are yet, however, blefled be God, harmlefs 
in their lives and converfations ; and, whilft 
they keep from that worft of herefies, a bad 
life, and do not follow the confequences of 
their opinions, which would lead diredtly to 
licentioufnefs, he that made them, and 
*' knoweth whereof they were made,*' will 
doubtlefs be merciful to their error. Yet, 
all error is dangerous ; and every opinion in 
religion, though feemingly the moft fpecu- 
lative, has, to fuch a being as man, either 
immediately or by confequence, an influence 
upon his pradtice. Affeftion cannot be fe- 
parated from opinion: and, having but a • 
certain ftock of it at our difpoial, if we va- 
lue one thing too much, we fliall efteem 
others, perhaps much more valuable, too 
little. 

I could earneftly wifli, therefore, that any 
thing I have now faid, might clear their un- 
derftandings upon this important fubjed. I 
will not, at prefent, impute it to the per- 

L 3 verfenefs 



( i66 y 

verfencfs of their wills : but it will do them 
no harm to examine their confciences upon 
this head alfo, and fee if a little more humi- 
lity would not have become them, before 
they had bppofed themfelves to thefe fcriptu- 
ral opinions. Let them remember that Je- 
fus Chrift died indeed for finners, but for 
thofe finners only that forfake and amend 
their fins ; that, notwithftanding their chrif- 
tian privileges, this will be the only point 
of inquiry at the laft day ; when the fen- 
tence recorded is not *^ Depart from me, 
all ye that want afliirance,. or predeftination, 
or eledion ;" but, '^ Depart from me> all 
ye workers of iniquity." 
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DISCOURSE X^ 



2 PETER I. 5. 



WHEREFORE, ' GIVING ALL DILLIGENCE, ADD 

TO YOUR FAITH, VIRTUE. 



It is really melancholy to confider the 
ftate of religion in the world. That blefled 
principle was infufed into us by our maker, 
to be a comfort to us againH: the evils, and 
a guide to us amidft the intricacies of this 
life; and to prepare us for, and lead us gra- 
dually to a better. And it was well fitted 
throughout to thefe great and gracious pur^ 
pofes. For what can pbffibly hurt, or much 
affedt, a truly religious man ? He who fears 
God, fears nothing elfe : he who loves him, 
is occupied by no inferior gratification ; all 
his wants are fupplied by that inexhauAible 
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fource of good ; he looks down, therefore, on 
every created thing. But this beft gift of God, 
this bread of life and health, we adulterate 
feveral ways, according to the greater or 
lefs degree of obftinacy in ourfelves. Some 
of us turn it into poifon, and ^at it only to 
our condemnation ; fome of us corrupt it, 
fo as to deftroy its nourifliment and make it 
ufelefs } and , fome, fo as to confound its 
tafte and make it bitter : whilft there are a 
chofen few who eat it thankfully as it was 
given them, and draw from it health, and 
ftrength, and pleafure to their fouls. 

But, it is not fo much my prefent purpofe 
to deplore the profligacy of many, and the 
indifference of moft men to the principles of 
religion ; but the confufion and miftakes that 
prevail with the ferious part of our brethren 
in this matter. It is indeed not only vexatious, 
but very painful to a candid chriftian mind, 
to think that any who " love the Lord Jefus 
with fincerity;" fliould labour under any fun- 
damental miilake, and fhould have been 
drawn, either by the prejudices of education, 
the influence of falfe teachers, or their own 
roifapplication of the fcriptures, to entertain 

as 
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as gofpel- truths, dodlrines which miy be 
extremely hurtful, if their confequenccs 
are admitted ; which muft be feducing and 
perplexing, even if their confequenccs arc 
denied ; and give them unworthy notions 
of God, and uncharitable thoughts of their 
neighbour.* , And it is not now to be con- 
cealed that feveral fuch unchriftian dodtrines 
have gained confiderable footing in our 

churchy 

* That calvinifm gives unphilofophical, and even im-p 
moral notions of God, is apparent from the flighteft 

view of the doftrine of abfolute decrees, and that it will 
make its votaries defeftive in that other great chriftian com- 
jnandment of love and charity to our neighbour, is too 
much to be feared from it& conftitution ; which is always 
narrow, near, and unfocial j often intolerant. For if the 
Calvinift thinks the Arminian inaftate of damnation, while 
he himfelf is in a ftate of irrefiftible grace, the confequence 
ihuft be that he can hold no mean in his opinion of him : 
Jie muft look flightly on him, on whom God hath caft 
fuch a vifible mark of his difpleafure: he will more 
probably, as obfervation and experience hath flaewn, defpife, 
perfecute, and deteft him. 

See the gloomy principles of calvinifm, and the firft 
dawnings of an excellent underftanding in its meditations 
upon it, moft graphically, though only occafionally, de- 
fcribed, in the beginning of the life of Dr. Henry More, 
RiU)der his article^ in the Biographia Britannica, 
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church. Some of our minifters have preach- 
ed, and many of our people have believed, 
that in the arduous work of juftification, the 
grace of God is to do every thing for us, by 
faith or reliance only on the atonement of 
Jefus Chrift; beginning, carrying it on, and 
completing it, without any the leaft refer- 
ence to our own wills ; which are fb impel- 
led and reftrained by an over-ruling power, 
that we cannot, in fliort, lofe it finally by 
our fin, being predeftinated or eledted be- 
fore hand to falvation or to damnation. * 

I will not now fo far trefpafs upon your 
tinte, as to argue this matter over again, 
efpecially upon the fame ground, having al- 
ready I hope convinced you that it is in all 
its parts contrary to the fcriptures, moft in- 
jurious to the notions we ought to entertain 
of God, and, in ihort, very unfriendly to com- 
mon 

* That this is no exaggerated account of calvinifm, 
fee the article Baro, in the Biographia Britannica j where, 
and in the notes fubjoined, the reader will find a very cu- 
rious account of the principles of fome of the leading 
men in the univerfity of Cambridge of that time, and the 
nine famous articles, called ** the Lambeth articles^" 
where calvinifm has got the better of chriftianity. 
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mon fenfe. Yet I {hall add fome obfervations' 
upqn the fubjedt of faith, confidered as a 
fole principle of juftification, which may 
help to confirm you in a juft and fcriptural 
way of thinking, and which fell not pro- 
perly within the line of argument before. 

The firft obfervation I (hall make, fprings 
from the very words of the text; *^ add 
to your faith, virtue;" add it not only 
as an ornamental qualification, but as the 
indifpenfable duty and condition of a 
chriflian, as the fubfequent words of the 
apoflle fhew. The rankeft enthufiaft will 
fcarcely deny this to be fcripture; for I have 
given him the chapter and verfe from whence 
it is taken ; yet if it had appeared in the 
body of my difcourfe inflead of the head of 
it, and as a general fentiment of my own, 
inflead of the apoflle*s words, it would pro- 
bably have been fligmatifed by thefe men * 

with 

* See archbilhop Tillotfon's treatment at his country pa- 
rifli by the Calvinifts, in the Biographia Britannica, and other 
lives of him ; which is thought to be alluded to by him in 
•his fermon on evil-fpeaking, towards the end. And it does 
not appear that the Calvinifts of our time have at all va^ 
iri^d from the pra^ices of their fathers. 
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with the title of *^ dead morality," " unc- 
vangclical preaching," ** the law of works 
which profit nothing;" and ** a make* 
weight to the all-perfe£t righteoufnefs of 
the redeemer."* But, for once, they muft 
be filent, whilfl: I repeat the interefting ob- 
fervation, " add to your faith, virtue." It 
is not I only who bid you do this, but it is 
the venerable apoftle Peter, who tells you 
** that you muft give all diligence ;" that 
you muft ftrive, and labour, and never reft 
till you have accomplifhed this moft neccf- 
fary end of your profeffion. I fay *' this 
moft neceflary end of your profeffion :" for 
fo St. Paul ftiles it, when he fays " the end 
of the commandment is charity." -f- Now 
charity, as you well know, means love; 
which includes, at leaft, every relative duty. 
For, if this truly evangelical principle was 
really adopted, the law would not need even 
to fend out its mandates, and require either 

faith 

• The laft expreilion I heard from Mr. B— — -, a fa- 
mous calviniilical divine, in his fermon preached before the 
univerfity of Cambridge, in defence of unconditipnal fair 
yation, and other peculiar tenets of calvinifm^ 

t See alfo the epiftle to Titus, ii. i^ 
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faith or obedience : both faith and obedience 
would foreftall the command. When the 
fon loves his parent, he not only bclievea 
in and acknowledges his authority, and fub- 
mits to his commands when they are given jp 
but watches the motion of his counte- 
nance, and the very turn of his eye, that 
he may difcern beforehand what Would be 
agreeable, and hdve the pleafure of anti- 
cipating his will. 

This nobleft and moft comprchenfive of 
principles, therefore, is chofen by the God 
of love, to be the principle of obedience 
in the gofpel. But let us hear St. Paul 
again, '* and now abideth faith, hope, 
charity ; thefe three ; but the greateft 
of thefe Is charity." When I read thefc^ 
word&, I am amazed at the confidence of 
thofe who have prefumed, in their public 
preaching,, to contradift the apoftle, and cry 
continually to their hearers, *' and now' 
abideth faith, hope, charity; thefe three;* 
but the greateft of thefe is faith." Prefump- 
tuous' men ! who have dared, in defiance of 
authority, to run about corrupting the gof- 
pel, and, under a notion of refinement and 
fuperior excellence, to. fubv^rt the ftrong; 

foundation 
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foundation on which it ftands ; which is the 
mofl unlimited obedience and devotednefs 
of the heart and life to God. Indeed, 
the reafon of the thing, if wc were talk- 
ing to men of reafon, is as. plain as the 
pofition of the apoftle. " Charity," fays 
he, *' never faileth ;" that is, it will be our 
employment and delight in heaven, as well 
as upon earth : we fhall never ceafe to love 
God, and one-another : but hope will be 
annihilated in enjoyment, and faith in cer- 
taiilty, when we attain that blefled ftate. 
Faith and hope, therefore, are only given 
to fupport us in this ftate of imperfe<3:ion ; 
but charity is immortal as ourfelves, and 
will go^long with us through all the agesi 
of eternity. 

But as fo many of our brethren have been 
mifled by the found of words, or warped 
from fcripture doftrine, by the influence of 
thefe popular declaimers, fo as to imagine 
that they (hall be faved by faith only in the 
atonement of Jefus Chrift, without any other 
condition Let us examine a little morcf 
ftriftly into, (firft,) the nature of faith i 
and, (fccondly,) of juftification. 

Faith 
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• Faith is belief: that is the true and genu- 
ine fenfe of the word : and belief is a 
convidlion in our minds of the truth of 
any thing, arifing from a competency of 
evidence offered to us through the mediation 
of the fenfes ; and where the judgment is 
found, and a proper attention is given, fo that 
every part of the propofition is comprehend- 
ed, the evidence and convidion muft bear 
an exadt proportion to each other. From 
hence you vsrill fee, at once, the impropriety of 
th*e terms, *' true faith," and ^* falfe faith;" 
by the ufe of thefe the enthufiaft folves all 
difficulties, and anfwers all objedlions to his 
dodrine. Where the agent is in earneft, that 
is, where he has any faith at all, it is abfurd 
to talk of its being either true or falfe j as 
far as it exifts, it muft be true, though it may 
be very weak and imperfedt. For faith be-*' 
ing nothing more than belief, the variations 
of it are only to be accounted for by the dif- 
ferent degrees of vigour and confiftence in its 
conftitution 5 and thefe arife folely from the 
degrees of evidence with which it is urged, 
and of attention with which it is received. 
It may arife to incontcftable convidlion, or 
^nk to the loweft ftate of probability. 

If 
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If a man ftnells fire in his houfe^ in the day-* 
timeefpecially, he will not be greatly alarmedi 
becaufe it may proceed probably from the 
regular and common courfe of things : but 
as fire is a terrible calamity^ and as it ispof- 
fible it may lie fmothered and break out af^ 
terwards, the very idea will difturb his in- 
dolence, and fet him about inquiring after 
the caule of it. This, however, is the lowed 
evidence that can be offered him of the fa(3: : 
it hardly amounts to probability, and his at- 
tention is greater than his evidence. If he 
fmells fire in the night, when all fires ought 
to be out, and thinks he has the concurrent 
evidence of fmoke, he will be more alarmed, 
and upon jufter grounds ; he will probably 
rife from his bed in a very unpleafant flate of 
mind, and give it the clofeft and narroweft 
examination* But if the flame burft into his 
chamber, every fenfe admits the evidence ; 
his convidion is complete without any fur- 
ther inquiry ; and he has only to take th^ 
ipeedieft methods of favihg his own life^ 
and thofe of his family, and his property 
afterwards, as far as he (hall be able. Thuj 

« 

you fee that evidence and belief exaftly 

counter^ 
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coonterpdi^ the fcales : wfctre the fca!es are 
tme 5 that "is, where fhc judgment is good, 
and iattentioli hold^ the t)alance^ they never 
outweigh each other. 

.But the ^enthufiail ^ajrs, what is this to the 
pcvrpofe; I am talking of divine, and you 
inftance in human faith ? Let us, there* 
fboe, iee whether it is not the fame in 
hoth« I meet with an ignorant Indian, 
hat !of not quite fo :l&yage manners as his 
eooicttrymen : he is faith&il to his wife, 
ibad of his hdplefs children, courteous to 
l^eikanger whom he overtakes, unprovided, 
in bunting, and never Aained his tomohavdc 
})ttt with the Hood of the enemies of his 
tribe, and in the fair encojoater of batdc. 
He reveceoced too the fpirit behind the hill ; 
«ftd often jdepreca^ted hisVradi, and always 
implored his affiftance before he went upofi 
his military expeditions. I expkin to $his 
man (he unity and attributes of the deity, 
anrd the &veral duties of natural religion, 
tlMOoe incumbent upon 'all itis reafonable 
cfr^fttures. I then ex^laia to J>Sm the fall 
of Ulan, tthe pr omife of a .redeemer, the fe- 
leiSioQ of a particular people from whom 
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he wa$ to be born, and the typical prefigu-^ 
rations in their rites, and the prophetic de- 
fcriptions, in their books, of this ^' defire of all 
nations." I then point out to him the won- 
derful circumftances of his conception and 
nativity ; his exercife of his office ; his mi- 
racles and his prophecies; his fufferings, his 
death, and his refurredion. I fhew him 
. the correfpondcnce of all thefe with the 
fcriptures of the jewifh nation, and thence 
deduce an irrefragable argument for the cer- 
tainty of Jefus being the meffiah. He is 
at firA aftoniflied, and ftands in fufpenfe : he 
heiitates, he doubts, he objed:s ; but upon 
mature confideration, as he has no favourite 
vices to blind his judgment, he yields by de- 
grees to the convidion of matters of fafl:, 
and fubmits himfelf to the yoke of the gof- 
pel* 

Now this, I prefume is divine faith: 
but it was at firH: weak, and either did not 
comprfehend or receive the evidence, which 
afterwards wrought full convidion. Doubt- 
lefs^ he had the afiiftance of the holy fpirit 
from the firft ; for being ufed to apply to 
his God in matters of difficulty and dif- 

trefs. 
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trefs> he had prayed to him to aiTifl hii 
judgmentt and in the fenfe at leafl o^ the 
holy pfalmift, " to open his eyes that he 
might fee the wonderful things of his law/* 
But the holy fpirit does not alter the nature 
of evidence ; it only removesi upon our pe- 
tition, the films of worldly habit from our 
minds, which hinder our difcerning it, and 
then it flands full and confefTed before 
us ; we mufl acknowledge it on the teflimo- 
ny of our fenfes, or elfe utterly difclaim 
them. Thus Philip preached to the Ethi- 
opian, till he faid, '* Here is water; what 
doth hinder me to be baptifed ?'! On which 
full conviaion the apoftle only anfwered, 
** If thou believeft with all thine heart, thou 
mayeft. And he anfwered and faid, I be* 
lieve that Jefus Chrift is the fon of God." 
From incredulity he came to doubt, from 
doubt to probability, from probability to cer- 
tainty : nothing now could be added but the 
profeffion of Jefus Chrift, and the pradlide 
of his gofpeL 

This, I fay, is the bfdinary method of ^a 
Well-difpofed unbeliever's receiving the faith ; 
but God, is not confined to any method, 
though he feldom chufes^ either in nature 

Ma w 
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or grace, to alter tlie eftabliilied ordfer d£ 

things. 

Let me no^ a/k, how can faitSi, even di- 
vine faith, or belief, in any meafure be laid, of 
itfelf, to fave us ? 'Faith is an admirable be- 
ginning, but it is not the end of the chriftian 
life : it is the bud of excellence, the feed df 
virtue ; but the bud may be blighted, and the 
feed may never arrive alt its perfeftion. It 
/hews a moft commendable ferioufnefs ^nd 
attention to the intereft df our fouls, and a 
willingnefs to be convinced by reafonable 
evidence, in oppofition to the pride and felf- 
fufficiency of humin nature ; and, therefore* 
it is highly fpoken of in fcripture : but atten- 
tion may flag, and even conviftion itfelf may 
be overcome by temptation, or remit its di- 
ligence in the progrefs of the chriftian life. 

Let us fuppofe, if you pleafe, that faith 
is not only belief arifing from evidence ajid 
attention, but that it is truft, devotion, re- 
lignation, piety, charity, and every other 
virtue under heaven; yet how can it be {aid 
to fave us ? Be it what it will, it muft be 
imperfcft; becaufe exerted by imperffeft 
iMii. And how can his imperfedtion be 

covered 
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covered and cancelled otherwifc than by the 
infinite mercy of God^ applied to his faith 
as well as his works. 

You fee> therefore, I bope^j that this is^ 
a very unfcriptural way of fpeaking *, tp 
fay the leaft of it. But ftill yqu fay that 
*^ AbrahanDi believed in Gpc^, and it wa^ 
counted unto him for righteoufnefs."^ I 
have before obfervpcj that the hebrew term 
for ". faith" included " holinefs/' ^jnd 
jth^t St. Paul in his writings frequpntlgf 
ufed it in its fchplaftic fqnfe. The peni- 
tent thief alfp believed in Chrift, apd it w^s 
cpuAted untp hina for righteouihefe : the di- 
vine being, whp fees every tbing in its p;cin«r 
ciplp as well a§ in its effeia, fzw fyc^ f 
fijnd of good icxtentions in hjjs mind y fijch 
a depj^ndpnce upon hini, refignation to him, 
apd love for him ; as wofjld pjcoduc^y 
vsrl^eawer o.ccaiion requ^re^^ tjfte moft intirQ 

"• 14 2 obedience 

* This text is, I think, very happily illuftrated by the 31ft 
verfe of t^ xivth chapter of Exodus, where, aft^r relating 
^ oairaailous 4dliverance of the Ifr^elites, and deflruc- 
tio^pf Ph^aoh a;>4 his t^ofts in tl^e red (ea, tjlie hi^oria|i 
a^^jlf > ^' AT\d the peopl? fe^i;^d the Loi^d and believed thfl 
Lor^^ and his fervant Mofes ;•' that is, trufted them in their 
future difficukies, and gave themfelve$ up to their guidance 
wad dire^lion^ 
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obedience to his will, though in the moft 
difficult and painful conjundures. But 
this diipofition of mind may as properly 
be denominated holinefs, as faith ; and^ 
therefore, St. James argues very juftly 
when he fays, " Was not Abraham our 
father juftified by works, when he had of- 
fered Ifaac his fon upon the altar ? Seefl 
thou how faith wrought with his works, 
and by works was faith made perfeft." But 
the more we read the fcripture, the more 
we fhall be convinced of the foUyi as well 
as evil confequences, of this controverfy. 
Look over the hiftory of Enoch, Abraham, 
David, and the firft chriftians. They are 
faid to have " walked with God:" they 
looked up to him as their end and view, in 
every thought, and word, and adion of 
their lives : they did not fpend their time in 
difputes about the niceties of words : they did 
not plume themfeves upon their privileges 
of being ** theeledt," but " were as ftrangqrs. 
and pilgrims in the world/' and '^ kept their 
bodies in fubjedion left they thetofelves 
ihould be caftaways/' In fhort, they de- 
voted themfclves folely to the fervice of that 
being, in whom it wfts their glory and their 

joy* 
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joy, to believe, to hope, and to truft. This 
is Well exprefled by an antiquated word in our 
language, called "godJinefs;" now indeed fo 
unfa{hionable,as hardly to be mentioned with- 
out deriiion : but if we had a little more of 
this ancient quality, and a little lefs of the 
modern humour, of being pofitive where we 
ought to be modeft ; and alfo employed our- 
felves, as the firfl chriAians did, in vifiting 
the iick> comforting the afflided, and ex*- 
amining our own confciences, we fhould 
find thefe difputes would not be fo very 
engaging as to encourage us, either to think 
much about them, or to fay much in their 
fupport. 

But, the laft obfervation I fhall make up- 
on this fubjeft will, I hope, completely 
fatisfy you of the extreme folly of thofe 
who deny that holinefs is a condition of 
falvation; for real holinefs cannot exifl: 
without faith in a chriftian. Where there is 
a difpofition of mind to obey God, out of 
refpeft to his authority, there muft be a dif- 
pofitio|i of mind to believe in him alfo. 
We will examine the ftate of mind produc- 
tive of each. 

M 4 Faith 
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of truth. And another,* who was a very 
pious divine, by tranflating, more agree- 
ably to the original, that word in our ver- 
fion of the new Teftament fet down as 
** righteoufnefs," by the word ** juftice,'* 
hath opened a new fcene of duty that will 
perhaps give us light upon this fubjedt. For, 
if we were to adopt* his idea, and bring 
every good work to this teft of juftice, it 
might perhaps end this controverfy at once. 
Faith, then, is believing what we juftly 
ought ; charity is loving, and relieving, as 
we juftly ought ; piety, is venerating God, 
as we juftly oughts chaftity, and tempe- 
rance, conftft in ufing no indulgences of 
thofe kinds, but what we juftly ought ; and 
every other virtue is only exerting our en* 
deavours, as we juftly ought, oa all occa- 
iions, and in all circumftances of life, in 
obedience to the great blower of it, 

I will not enlarge any further in the way 
of argument : if what I have faid be to the 
purpofe, it is enough ; if it is not, more of 
the fame tendency would only be too much. 
But you muft allow me to make a ihort 

application of my dodlrine. 

There 

♦ The Rev. Dr. John Heylyn. 
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There are two forts of perfons deeply 
concerned in the prefent fubjed ; the men 
of the world, and the enthufiafts : the firft 
have got no ground at all to ftand upon; 
and the laft have cHofen to place them- 
felves on fuch a crumbling foil^ that it is 
perpetually flipping from under their feet* 

If, what I have advanced in thefe dif- 
courfes be true, that, under the paradifai- 
cal and patriarchal religions, the firft good 
men *^ walked with God/* and though 
upon earth *^ had their converfation ift 
heaven ;" that Abraham's faith, which juf- 
tified him, was the moft unreferved reliance 
upon, and obedience to his maker; that 
Ifaac, and Jacob, andjofeph, andMofes,. 
and Jofhua, and Gideon, and Jeptha, and 
Baruchy and Sampfon, and David, all trod 
the fame courfe ; nay, that even the blefled 
Jefus himfelf was *Vin all things to be obe- 
dient, that we might follow his fteps;" 
and the apofUes, and confeflbrs, and mar- 
tyrs of the church, have witncfTed with their 
lives and their deaths this folemn truth — 
that an abfolute and unreferved obedience is 

» 

eflfentially due to all the precepts of the gof- 

pel. 
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pel. 15^ I fay, thefe things be true, what 
muft become of the men of the wprld,^ 
(I do » not care to call then^ chrifti^ns, 
though they live within the pale ^ijd bcH 
fom of the church,) when they coii\e to 
appear before the tribunal of God ? It i§ a 
ferious reiJeftion for the beft chriiUan, that 
lys life is to b(9 exanuned by £b pure a rule 
a? the gofpel ; and that not one of its pre- 
cepts can be habitually negle(Sle^, mi^ch lefs 
broken through, with inipunity. But when 
the carelefs man of the world is brought to 
this alarming teft, what anguifh, and coh- 
fufion, and defpair muft overwhelm him in 
the trial ! Has he had an holy jealoufy over 
his conduct ; has he watched the progrefs 
©f virtue or vice in his foul ; has he prayed 
daily to God in his clofet ; met him pub- 
licly in his church ; rejoiced in his lacra- 
ments ; reverenced his fabbaths j loved the 
poor as his brethren; been humble, and 
temperate, and chafte ?— But, why do I go 
on with thefe inapplicable fuppofitions ? he 
has not made any of thefe things the end 
of his fojourning here : the terrible fentence, 
therefore, muft be regiftered : ** Depart 

from me, all ye workers of iniquity/* 

But, 
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firft/ftjcWncJIy, tWfenthttfiaftistrquallycoiii- 
"oertifed in this gcnctal doftrinc which I have 
^aiH fldwn ; ¥hat conftint feolinefs df life is 
Tfht 'iti&ifperthhh, 'thcueceflapily-^faving con*- 
^ditioh, thitou^ Jefus Ghrift, of ^V6ry<:hri(^ 
*tiaii. He h plcafed to %, thalt^e diepends 
-only up6n his faith ; but, if he means 'bjj it 
'only 'his belief and perfuafion, I hope thdt 
iie has fbmcthing better to ftand upon : for 
^t the laft day, as you-have*feen fromfcrip- 
^tiire, the incftiiry will not be, ^whethdr you 
•had an^flufance of your falvation, or whe- 
*ther you fancied yourfelf one of Chrift'is 
cleft : but whether you have daily endea*- 
voured to perform Chrift's will 3 whether 
you have advancec^in holy purpofes ; whe- 
ther you have laboured ^nd ftriven againft 
your natural corruptions, and have " worked 
out your own falvation" by a gradual pro- 
grefs in that holinefs .which only can fit 
you for the company of heaven. It will be 
a poor anfwer to fay that you had faith. 
It will fignify little to tell your judge, that 
you relied intirely upon h's mtrits, if you 
have been carelefs and negligent of your 

own; 
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own ; much lefs, if in any one inftance you 
have been an habitual wicked liver. Though 
you have fighed, and wept, and groaned at 
the name of Jefus Chrift ; all thefe paffion- 
ate expreffions of your forrow for fin will 
fignify nothing, if you are ftill fuch good 
friends as to live together. You muft 
therefore take St. Peter's diredion, and 
** add to your faith, virtue ;" the moft fin- 
cere and univerfal endeavour to do God's 
will ; and then you will not be alaraied 
when you hear that folemn and irrevocable 
fentence of your judge, " Depart from me, 
all ye workers of iniquity." 
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DISCOURSE XL 



2 PETER I. 5. 

WHERSFOREj CIVING ALL DILIGENCE^ ADD TO 

YOUR FAITH, VIRTUE. 

• 

. In this concluding difcourfe upon my 
prcfent text, I propofc chiefly to note the 
moft fuccefsful arguments which have been 
ufed to palliate the prevailing enthufiafm of 
thefe times, and (hew their unreafonablenefs 
and futility. 

If any thing may be affirmed pofitively 
from thefe words of the apoftle, it muft 
be this — that faith and virtue are not 
the fame thing, and that one may exiil 
without the other j* for he bids us, as the 

fum 

* That is, faith or belief may exift without holinefs in 
fome cafes : for I have (hewn befbre, that holinefs, or a 
diipofition of mind to pleafe God, by obeying his will, can- 
not exift without a difpofition of mind to pleafe him by be- 
lieving his word alfo. 
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fum of our duty, to add them together. 
And yet the ftrongeft argument which en- 
thufiafm hath ever advanced, is founded on 
the fuppofition that they eventuaUy mean 
the fame thing. For, when the reafonable 
chriftian hath objedled to the enthufiaft# 
that falvation by faith alone, without the 
neceflary condition of good works, (a doc- 
trine which he is perpetually feun^ing tn the 
cars of the common people as the very per- 
fection of chriftian ity) is dangerous to chrif- 
tian morak, if not dcftrutfiive of all mo- 
rality; he preferrtly turns upon him, and 
replies, that what we really believe we can- 
not hut pradife ; and that true faith, there- 
fore, includes morality in its effence ; and, 
as to falfe or hiftc^rical faith, no inference 
craght to he drawn againft him -from its 
inefficacy, a^ he neither vindicates it him- 
ielf, nor recommends it to others. 

This is very plaufibie, and is partly falfe 
and partly true ; it, therefore, requires a par- 
ticular, though it muft be a very brief con- 
;fideratioEi. Tlie diilin&ioH I would oiTer 
aipon this fuppofition, is, tSiat where the 
confequencc helieved^ immediately follows 

the 
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the perception and belief, it is true ; and 
faith and pradtice do go together : but wher6 
the confequence is at a confiderable diftance^ 
it is falfe ; that is, a man may adt contrary 
to his own perception of things. 

A familiar inftanfce froni common life 
will beft illuftrate this argument. If a mail 
really believes his houfe is on fire, or 
that he has taken arfenic by miftake, hd 
will certainly, without delay, ufe the necef- 
fary precautions for fecuring his property 
and his life. But, if you tell the fahie mart 
that his excefles will fliorten his life, and 
his extravagance reduce his eftate, it is more 
than probable, though he fhall fully aflent 
to both your propofitions, that he will not 
be induced by your remonftrances to alter 
the courfes and the company to which he 
has been long ufed : he may, indeed, be fo 
civil, as to thank you for your advice, and 
to fay, that he will confider of it ; but he 
will probably make it his fifft bulinefs to 
forget it, and continue his former habits* 

But how, fay you, can this happen upon 
the common principles of reafon ; for it is 

N making 
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making man a mere machine ? * I am not 
bound to account for this hegleft, being 
only concerned in furnifliing the fads, 
which will not be contradidled. Never- 
thelefs, I will remind you, that it hath 
been obferved by Mr, Locke, that great dif- 
feder of the human mind, that man is im- 
pelled to adion only by uncafmefs : when 
reft becomes uneafy to him, he rifes ; when 
adion becomes, uneafy to him, he rcfts. 
When the perception, therefore, attending 
my belief of the bad confequences refulting 
from my extravagance and fenfuality is more 
uneafy to me, than the denial of thefe grati- 
fications would be, (which often happens 
during the firft moments of convidion) I 

refolve 

* In die moment of aftibn, man is a machine; for 
paflion gives the immediate knpulfe to the will : but it 
is his bufinefs^as he is endued with the noble &culty of rea- 
fon, by frequent application and continual vigilance, to 
form habits of aftion agreeably to it ; and then paffion will 
follow habity which is juftly called fecond nature. Hence 
moral philofophers have advifed never to reafon with the 
paffions, but rather to run away from the combat, or di- 
vert them from their attack by other employments. Hence 
alfo the defperate fituation of thofe, who are flaves to the 
inveterate habits of vice, defcribed by the prophet, Can 
the Ethiopian change his (kin, &c. 
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refolve to ad like a reafonable man^ and no 
longer to indulge thefe excefTes. But a little 
time makes a great alteration/ I grow un- 
eafy under the reftraint : my reafon, or ra- 
ther my imagination^ takes occafion from 
the diftance between the caufe and the ef« 
fe(fl, and the flow and gradual manner of 
its operation, to fuggeft that I may indulge 
myfelf a little longer, and then alter my 
courfe of life; that my conftitution may 
be ftronger than I apprehend; that my for- 
tune may be fupplied by fome unlooked-for 
means ; in fliort, by various other fub- 
terfuges, I remove the uneafinefs occafioned 
by my faith in the general pofition, and fufFer 
the contrary weight and uneafinefs of rq- 
flrained appetites to preponderate, and fink 
me into my old courfes of a<5lion. 

As a iknilar method of reafoning may, 
I believe, be applied to all other the like 
cafes of unlawful gratifications ; and, more 
efpecially, where cuftom is concerned, and 
the animal nature hath gotten the afcen- 
dency over the Intel ledlual ; this willferveto 
flaew how dangerous it is to make anj thing 
the condition of our falvation, but the daily 
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pradllce of, and improvement in, the reveal- 
ed w^ill of God. This we can always tell, 
whether we do or no, by comparing our 
lives with the gofpel : and every other fub- 
ftitute is nugatory, dangerous, and falfe. 

I will now enter upon another confidera- 
tion. It has, I know not how, been taken 
for granted by many, and dwelt upon by all 
the teachers of thefe Antinomian opinions, 
that they are the infeparable, conftituent, 
and peculiar dotftrines of proteftantifm ; and 
the only proper bulwark to be oppofed to 
the church of Rome, which, in the council 
of Trent, eftabliflied as an article of faith, 
the dodtrine of fupererogation. This hath- 
procured a reverence to the caufe, and given 
an air of primitive piety to thefe opinions, 
which by no means belong to them ; and 
which it will be proper, at leaft, to corre(5, 
if not to turn againft the fupporters of them. 

Indeed, onefingle confiderationwilldemo- 
li{h this fupport of the edifice of enthufiafm. 
Separate the peculiar principle of the refor- 
mation, from the private and accidental opi- 
nions of the reformers, and the whole fuper- 
ftrudlurc falls to the ground. The Calvinifts 

are 
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are more efpeclally bound to make this dif- 
tin^ion, or they muft juftify the burning 
of Servetus, as well as the mifapplication of 
St. Paul's dodlrine. But all the reformers, 
venerable as we efteem them, were men 
liable to error; but, peculiarly fo, at a 
time when coolnefs and moderation were in 
their infancy, the fubtilties of the fchool- 
men refpedted, and the light of fcripturc 
only juft breaking forth. No wonder, then, 
that thefe great and good men fhould ex- 
tend fome dodtrines beyond their juft pro- 
portions ; cfpecially when heated with con- 
troverfy, as in this cafe, and ftrongly of- 
fended with the romifh dodtrines of pofitive 
merit and fupererogation, which were at that 
time applied, by the open fale of indul- 
gences, to all the purpofes of infamy and 
vice. But the firft principle of the reform- 
ation (the only thing we are concerned to 
inquire about) was to revive the fenfe of 
genuine fcripture, by eftablifhing the right 
of private judgment ; and not to oppofe one 
error with another, which is a moft danger- 
ous way of defending truth. 

If you will only mark the end of both 
thefe dodrines, you will fee how wonder- 

N 3 fully 
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fully they harmonife and meet in the con^ 
clufion, though they fet out from fuch clif« 
ferent points. Supererogation and its con* 
fequences, or a fuperabundant degree of po- 
£tive merit in one of its members^ ap* 
plied, by the indulgence of the church for 
moneyi or P:)me fuch valuable confideration^ 
to help out the falvation of a frailer brother i 
vifibly fmoothes the way to vice ; whilft ir- 
refiftible decrees, and unconditional falva- 
tion, make man an abiblute niachine, and 
take away the proper fpur to virtue. Thus 
the chriftian is defpoiled, by both thefe 
wretched interpreters, of thofe helps towards 
the working out his own falvation, with 
which he was furniihed by the gofpel of 
Jefus Chrift. How then can thefe opinions 
be properly oppofed to each other," which 
tend towards the fame conclufion ? They 
have indeed been oppofed ; but accidental 
oppofition does not imply radical and necef- 
fary contradiction. On the principle of pro- 
teftantifm, truth is the only end of fcripture- 
inquiry ; any other authorityis nothingto the 
purpofe. If the bifliop of Rome, for inftancci 

was pleafed to aflert, in contradidion to our 

faviouFi 
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faviour,* that we were profitable fervants, 
and that, when we had done our beft, we 
might fay, we have done more than was 
our duty to, do j his forwardnefs, was no fort 
of reafon why Calvin (hould tell him in re- 
ply, what was equally contradidory to fcrip- 
ture, that good works were no condition 
of our falvation, and that every man was 
pre-elefled, by the uncontrollable decree of 
God, and in fpite of his own utmoft care and 
endeavours, to falvation or condemnation. 
This obfervatlon may fufEce for an anfwer 
to the queftion, as it ftands at the head of 
this argument. 

But, if the practice of more early antiquity 
is to be Confidered, I obferved before that the 
fathers of the iirft four centuries eftablifhed 
the doftrine of free-will in a degree in- 
iiftent with thefe opinions : and I muft 
obferve to you again, that when they were 
invented by St. Auftin, and applied by 
him to the Pela[gian controverfy, they were 
particularly^ cherifhed by .the Roman church, 
which, according to its cuftom, perfecuted 
all that oppofed them, and adlually .retained 

N 4 them 
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them for fix hundred years. Then, indeedji 
pther circumftances, made her gradually adopt 
other tenets ; and, by a Angular revolution 
in the hiftory of the human mind, the rqr 
former Calvir^ took up (he very opinion^, 
which (he romanifts had long before laid 
afide, and applied this old dodtrine pf St. Auf- 
tln, againft ccrtaiq dod:rine3 of the church 
of Rome in his time, which he wjis ardent- 
ly defirous to extirpate. Thus, it feems, 
he fought the church of Rome wi^h her 
qwT\ weapons ; and, if he had but ynder- 
ilood his ground, and direded them with 
addrefs, that is, had only ufed thofe argu- 
ments to a, certain degree, and as far as they 
were admitted by his antagonifts, which 
controverfialifts call, arguing ad hominem, 
her claimed infallibility muft have funk 
under the fuperftruftures pf her own varie4 
fanaticifm. In fhort, it would have had a 
much better eifed upon his logic,, asi well as. 
upon the peace of our times. 

The laft thing I fhall take notice pf, and 
which hath given great advantage to thefe opi^ 
jiipns, is their general prevalency in this king-. 
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dom with fo many ferious men, efpecially o( 
lower rank, and the peculiar caft of feriouf- 
nefs apparent in fome of themj fo that 
when any of the commonalty turn to reli- 
gion, they are inclined to embrace that 
form of it which exhibits its followers to be 
moft in earneft, and which, by its apparent 
humility, fob riety and godlinefs, throws out 
fo m^ny irrefiftible baits to the ferious, the 
limple, and the unfufpedling mind. 

But I muft preface my thoughts oa 
this head with an obfervatign which it 
grieves me much to make, viz. that wifdom 
and ferioufnefs dp not always go together. 
Serioufnef$ is indeed only an aifedlion of the 
piind, fometimes born with us, but more 
frequently fuperinduced by its being fenfible 
pf paft mifcondudl, and defirous of turning 
to religion : it confers, therefore, no wifdom, 
po prudence, as to the means ; and is fo far 
from eradicating prejudices, that it rather 
tends to confirm them. The new convert, 
^s yet intelligent only in vice, ignorant what 
ileps he is to take in this new courfe, and 
dpfirous alfo tpgive an inftance of docility, 
paturally flips tq the religion of hi^ infancy; 

of 
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of his parents, his neighbours, and his. 
friends. For moft people take up their 
opinions in religion, as thdy do thofe in other 
trifling matters, on truft, and without ex- 
amination. How the Antinomians came by 
this ferious demeanor, fo engaging to all, but 
efpecially to thofe who look no further thaii 
the outfide of things, may, I think, be ac- 
counted for by a certain fet of manners and 
phraies which were early adopted by their 
-anceftors, and difcended from them. But, I 
am afraid, that the public verfion of the 
new Teftament, hath contributed its fhare 
towards this undefirable end ; for, excel- 
lent as it is in the main, there are feve- 
ral words and paflages in it fo manifeftly 
drawn from their proper meaning to this 
ftfnfe, as arc likely to confirm at leafl: 
th6 prejudices of the Calvinift^ if not to 
create them in a mere Englifli reader : and 
which flicw that the pious tranflators had, 
fbme of them at leaft, a ftrong biafs upoii 
their minds. 

I will inftance a few of them, both by 
way of proof of the pofition, and alfo to 
give you jufter notions of the pafTages 
thcmfelves, which may be of ufe to the ge- 
neral 
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I 

ft 

iieral conclufion. Thus in the epiftlc. to the 
Hebrews j* after the words, ** the juft (hall 
live by faith," it is added, " if any man draxt 
back, nf>y foul hath no pleafure in him ;'* 
whereby one of the ftrongeft arguments that 
could be produced^ againfl what enthufiafts 
call *^ pcrfeverance," is enervated and ren^ 
dered ufelefs. For the words, ** any man,*' 
^re not in the original, but only added 
by oiar tranflacors for a very obvious rea- 
fon: for take them away, a<^d the atgth- 
ment runs thus ; " Even fo juft a ifiaA 
as lives by faith : if he draw back, my foal 
hath no pleafure in him/' Which proves 
fufficiently that he may draw back, and thtt 
then God will rejeft him : or, as the word 
of fcriptu re faith, ** will have no pleafure 
in ijim." 

Again ; in another place it is written, 
'* as many as were ordained to eternal life, 
believed." f And this fupports the doc^ 
trine of abfolute and irrefiftible decrees ; 
for the word " ordained," implies, " ap- 
pointed on the authority of the appointcf, 
without reference to any thing elfe j" but 
in reality the original word (rrr«yjusvo«) means 

** Rationed, 

ft 

« XX, 38, t A£ls xiii, 48, 
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" ftationcd, difpofed, or fitted for by cer- 
tain qualifications ;" which places this mat- 
ter in a very diflferent point of view. The 
term indeed is metaphorical, and feems here 
applied to that rank in which a foldier is 
placed by his commander, who is the beft 
judge where he may conduce moft to the 
lervice of the day by his ftation ; prefer ve 
bimfelf^ and annoy the enemy. 

Again ; in our verfion of the epiftle of St. 
Jude, (verfe 4) fome perfons of the very worft 
moral charadler and circumftances are f^id to 
be *^ ordained of old to this condemnation ;'* 
though the original word (Trf^ys^fa/utjixevci) 
here, tranflated " ordained of old/' exadly 
anfwers to ** defcribed of old/' and mani- 
feftly alludes to the prophecy of Enoch, af- 
terwards quoted (verfe 14) in the epiftle, 
which foretells the abfolute deftru(3ion of 
fuch hardened reprobates, " when the Lord 
Cometh to judgment with ten thdufand of 
his faints/' 

Again; in another places * Judas the trai- 
tor is faid to be ** chofen/' but the ori- 
ginal word is the fame with that which they 
have in other places rendered *^ elected/' and 

therefore 

* Jphn vi. 70^ 
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therefore ought to have been the fame here : 
but as they had it already in their heads that 
the eleiSed Were certain perfons fore- or- 
dained to eternal life (though it means only 
called in general to the profeflion of the 
chriftian faith,) * they could nof, with any 
propriety, put Judas into fuch company; 
and therefore varied their phrafe to the con- 
fufion of the reader, rather than contradidl 
the Auguftinian fyftem which they had em- 
braced. 

I do not here take notice of the terms, 
faith, . predeftination, and fome others, 
which being ufed in a peculiar fenfe by 
St. Paul, and well underflood by thofe to 
whom he wrote, but not by any unlearned 

reader 

* Perhaps the word " eleiled," or " chofen," did not 
always bear its prefcnt acceptation, at leaft it might be one 
of thofe that are ufed fometimes in a rigid, fometimcs in a 
loofer fenfe. It now means invariably " preferred before 
others," and includes the idea of competition. Whereas 
in the prayer for the king in the communion fcrvice, pen- 
ned at the fame time with our articles, homelies, and ver- 
fion of the new Teftament, he is ftiled " thy chofen fer- 
vant;" which certainly cannot mean thy fervant " chofen 
from among others," but only in general, " approved in 
the execution of an office to which he was called, in the 
courfe.of family-fucceffion, by the common law of the king- 
dom. 
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reader^ unacquainted with the jewifh con- 
trbverfies of that time, muft be very liable 
to be mifunderftood in any literal tranfla- 
tion, as we have no fingle terms in our lan- 
guage which exadly anfwer to them. Our 
tranflators, therefore, are not blamable for 
this ; but if they had added fmall marginal 
notes, more fully explaining them, it would 
have been a prudential method, highly to be 
conmiended, and, if judicioufly executed, 
probably attended with the beft eifefts* 
Thus much may fuffice on this head of ob- 
fervation. 

The remaining reafons are, I am afraid, 
not fo honourable for the common recep- 
tion of thefe opinions : for thofe which 
have hitherto been given are rather acci- 
dental than blamable caufes of error : yet 
as thefe are not the lefs true, they muft not 
be concealed, at this time, when truth only is 

in queftion. 

I cannot omit to impute the general eafi- 

rtefs with which thefe opinions have been re-* 
ceived to a fupine and lazy difpofition, or 
to a criminal negledt of thofe adive virtues, 
upon which our bleffed Lord is pleafed to 

fufpcfld 
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fiifpend j unification through him> and where«- 
byhe will meafure out the different degrees 
of glory in his kingdom. Hence men have 
recourfe to the faith of Jefus Chrift, only 
to fave them from the plain effeifts of neg-^ 
le<Sting his will. Talk to the calviniflical 
drunkard, of fobriety ; and he very gravely 
anfwers, in the words of holy fcripturc, ** it 
is not in man to diredt his fteps." * Tell ano- 
ther who is more orderly, that he never comes 
to the facrament of the Lord's fypper, and he 
willingly anfwer?, ** that he is fenfible it is 
his duty, and that it is the duty of every 
chriftian fo to do." But does he add that 
he will prepare and prefcnt himfelf on the 
firft opportunity ? No ! but that he will 
come as foon as God will give him grace. 
In fhort, upon any of the ttn command- 
ments, or all of them, if you pleafe, they 
are moft ready to confefs their unworthi- 
iiefs ; but, looking upon it to be God's* 
bufinefs to make them better, they neveF 
jftir a flep towards it of themfelves, or 
take one adlive and prudential meafure to^ 
wards the " working out theic own fal^ 

vation/' 

♦ Jeremiah x. 2 J. 
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vation.'* How foothing and unfavourable 
this doif^rine is to chriftian morals, it is 
too eafy to obferve, for it is now fevcrcly 
felt ; and I believe one principal reafon of 
our unchriftian lives, while we are daily 
ufing the means of grace, and have the 
Bible in our hands, is owing to thefe dan- 
gerous unapoftolical interpretations, which 
have loofened the bands of duty to God, of 
honefty to one another, and of government 
of ourfelves. 

But, fecondly, thefe principles owe much 
of the general reception, with which they have 
been entertained, to a falfe humility. Every 
body muft fee in the gofpel, the value of true 
humility ; but its counterfeit, being much 
more eafily procured, and better agreeing with 
thefe principles, has therefore been adopted 
in its ftead. To be humble, is to be moderate 
towards others, to be fevere towards our- 
felves; to be- watchful examiners of our own 
confciences j to be imprefied with the deep- 
eft fenfe of our duty to God and our neigh- 
bour; to be modeft, candid, and mild; it 
is, indeed, the laft and ereateft effort of re- 
ligion. This painful and laborious walk, 

frora 
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from whence every obftrudHon afifihg frdni 
felf-love muft be radically cleared, is not 
therefore very likely to be taken by the nar-i 
row-minded and unmortified enthufiaft. 
But, if he can fpeak about his unworthinefi 
to thofe who will pay him the greater defer- 
ence on that account, and at the fame time 
retain every tittle of it with which he fet out ; 
it will ferve fo many and fo very convenient 
purpofes, that one cannot ^vorider it ihould 
promote the caufe of iantinomianifm, and 
make a diftinguifliing feature in the religious 
ojpinions of fuch men. 

Laftly, thefe dodrines of irrefiftible decreed 
and unconditional juftification, are, on the 
whole, admirably fuited to vulgar capacities, 
who fancy God to be fuch an one as them- 
felves, capricious, and feeking only his own 
glory, without regarding the happinefs of 
others ; predeftinating whom he likes of dif- 
likes, without having any refpeft to the uft 
they have made of the talents committed t6 
them, or the moral qualities they exert. A 
philofophical mind is fhocked at the bare re- 
cital of thefe incongruities, when contemplat- 
ing theattributes and character of the fublime 
governor of the univerfe : but the vulgar mind 

O fees^ 
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iee6 nothing wrong in them ; an<L indeed^ 
thereris agroisnefs of underftandlng^ brou|;ht 
on by feliiflinefs and vice^ peculiarly calcu-^ 
latedfor Aich miiapprehenfions. Thde no- 
tions prevailed much in the pagan divinity; 
and into whatever fyftem they are received^ 
I will venture to iay, they will reduce it to 
the fame level of favouritifm^ partiality, and 
injuAice. Such> never wa« the religion of the 
bleffed Jefus, concerning which the apoftle 
declares, that ^* as in Adam all die, even 
fo in Chrift fhall all be made alive :" ^hatis, 
every fincere and humble 'lover of virtue^ 
from the beginning to the end of time. 

Thefe reafons willfufficienlly eisplain the 
caufe of the prevalence of calvinifm in this 
kingdom : and when to thefe we add die 
various fhapes in which it hath appeared both 
of religion and of irreligion ; the manner 
of its being obtruded of late years upon a li- 
centious and diflipated public, by a fet of 
inen whofe coarfe metaphors and mif-fhapen 
zeal were peculiarly calculated to inflame 
and allure the populace : we need be at no 
iofk to account for thefe do<ftrines generally 
obtaining with the common peqple, and with 

thoie 
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thofe vulgar miiids alfo ^tntowg rfle highefr 
tari:ks> who fo far refembje them, as to be ini 
fcapaWe oiFany eictenfive views of their own, 
and, therefore, catch at anfd rfetaih the nar^ 
row ones which arfe neateft to them. 

Let mfe riovv' befeech yoti, b;Jr the mcf^ieis 
t)f God, whoever you are that are thus delude 
ed; to befto^ a reconfideration of this mat- 
ter. You fay, that yoti afe predcftinated to 
eternsil life through your bleficd favidur : I 
feof/e that you will obtain it ; but, if th6 
Scripture is not miftaken> it depends iAfo 
Upon yourfelves ; yoti muft ** work out your 
own falvation/' But you fey agiih, that yo4 
have nothing to do With Works ; that yoa 
ate juflifitid intirely by faith. Here do no't 
let us 'confound things, by mifepplying words* 
If by faithi you irhtan obedience as well a6 
belief, you are right enbugh in what yoa, 
Ait«n, only you have expreffed your iheaii- 
ing very ill. You will be acctepted through 
your innpeiCed endeavours in both, through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. But if you meaii 
by hithi bclie^iAg only, or rdyitig on the 
^merits of Jefu* Chrift to ikve you, without 

your bcft cndcivdikrs to do his will, St. Pc- 

O & ter 
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ter will inform you differently in the words 
of our text, where he bids you to ** give all 
diligence," and ** to add to your faith, vir- 
tue.'* But what fignifies reafoning, fay you, 
about the matter, when you have an expe- 
rimental affurance ; ** the fpirit itfelf bear- 
cth witnefs with your fpirit, that you are a 
child of God." I muft here warn you againft 
being miftaken in the interpretation of a par- 
ticular expreffion, which is contrary to the 
general tenor of the fcriptures, and in 
which you cannot be miftaken. The word 
of God, which is never inconfiftent with it- 
felf, declares, in exprefs terms, that " with- 
out holinefs, no man fhall fee the Lord." 
You cannot miftake this expreffion of 
holy fcripture, though you may, and I 
think you have miftaken the other. For 
if you cannot fee the Lord without holinefs, 
that is the condition upon which you muft 
fee him; and upon which, through Jefus 
Chrift, your admittance into heaven will 
depend at the laft day. 

This life is a ftate of trial and probation. 
Do you expeft your fentencc before your trial 
is ended, and your reward befoi-e your work 
is done ? No ! Be patient, be humble, be 

diligent 
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diligent in your Lord's fervice. But you 
fay that you have experienced this witnefs of 
the fpirit. Let us flop, and reconfider this . 
matter : let us firft determine what experi- 
ence is ? Experience is a conclufion draCwn 
of the certainty of any thing coming to pafs. 
on this ground ; that it has come to pafs 
before, attended with the fame circum- 
llarices. This is the teftimony of experience. 
Have you, then, who never exifted in any, 
other ftate of being, and who are now 
only in a ftate of trial, ever been juftified, 
or received into the full favour of pod, 
on any terms whatfoever, ftill lefs on thofe 
which will appear with you at the tribunal 
of heaven ? The very idea is nonfenfe, and 
impoffible. What you, therefore, call experi- 
ence, is only a ftrong perfuafion of your own 
mind, grounded on certain feelings, which, 
not being to be accounted for by reafon, you 
are pleafed to refolve into the impulfe of 
fupernatural power, and call " the witnefs 
of the fpirit." 

I will, therefpre, fhew you, from various 
matters of fadt, how dangerous it is to form 
any conclufions which are not warranted by 

the word of God. 
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When Clementthcmonk, poniarded Hen-, 
fy the third; and Francis RayaiUac ftabbed 
Henry the fourth, both fovereigns of France, 
who were aflaffinated by their own fubjedls, 
in the midft of their own courts, they were 
fure, either to be killed upon the fpot by the 
enraged courtiers, or elfe to forfeit their 
Kves by a judicial fentence in all the ago-^ 
nies of torture* Were not t^(?fe men, 
therefore, affured of eternal falyation, frooj 
a fa<ft which could produce nothing to 
them temporal,, but torture and death ^ It 
could not, indeed, be otherwife in the nature 
of things, but happily for truth, hiftory af-^- 
^rms that it was the fadl, as appeared pn the 
examination of the latter,* and from cir- 
cumftances difcpvpred after the deadi pf thg 

former, f 

A&in; when Sir Everard EMgby, wJiQ 
liiffcrgd fbr his fhare in the gijnpowder- 

treafoij 

« See the, trial aaflim,^ at the end of Sully^s,inempirs.| 
V^hereip though he acknowledges the heipQufiiefs of t{i^ 
fcrime, yet he plainly appears to haye been actuated by hq 
interiefted motives ; an<i is, therefore, to be belieiced when 
ifi deqlanea, h§ djd it **. fjpf th^ Hpnqm:. of Qodi^cljthq 

jjoiy virgin." 

+ See agdn Sully's account of this. tr^aj£Uon|> Vc^ 

I. Edii^ edit. p. 167, aijd th^note. 
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treafbA' projedfecf againflf this' kingdom, was 
in prW&n, with dfeatH before his eyes; his ori- 
ginal papers,* (which are I believe-yet prew 
ferved,) fhew that he was by no means confci- 
dusof any crime; but that he cox.fidered him- 
felf as ftaking his property and his life -, all 
that he had, and all that was dear to him, in 
the fervice of his redeemer ; by utterly de- 
ftroying this church and flate, in the perfons 
of the king, the lords, and delegates of the 
people of the realm. 

Talk not, therefore, of your falvation, 
without your Bible in your hand ; or of any 
aflurance, but in your conformity to it. If 
that holy volume tells you that you ad con- 
formably to God's will, you will be accept- 
ed : if it (hews you to be guilty of any 
one courfe of fin, depend upon it, you are in 
no ftate of falvation, whatever your aflu- 
rances may be. 

Repent, therefore, of your fins; watch, 
ftrive, and be diligent in every virtue : other- 
\u(p. ypn will xtot be accepted when the Lord 

O 4 *• makcth 

* See thefe confidential letters to hts wi&, and other 
tircumftances proving the fadi, under bis article in the 
Biographia Bcitannica. 
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^^ maketh up his jewels," and the moft ge- 
neral and fervent devotion of heart and life 
' Qnly are rewarded. 
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DISCOURSE XU. 



JOB XXII. 2I« 



ACQUAINT NOW THYSELF WITH HIM, AND BS 

AT PEACE. 

To be acquainted with God is the firft 
degree of excellence, as it comprehends in • 
it both wifdom and virtue. For before we 
can think of attaining to fuch an height of 
fublime contemplation, we muft raife our 
minds above the little flutter of human paf- 
fions ; we muft begin with regulating the 
tumultuous and inordinate afFedlions^ we 
muft learn to be acquainted with ourfelves. 
Not that thefe will confer upon us any new 
powers for the undertaking, but they will 
enable us to wield thofe, of which we are 
already poffefTed, and diredt us, through 
the ways of wifdom, to determine our 

choice, 
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choice. A vicious, or a trifling mind, dc- 
fires only^to be acquainted with the ob* 
jefts that will beft gratify thofe trifles, or 
vices, which it defires . Thp child look^ upjio 
higher than to its rattle, and its bells ; the 
youth only burns for a fucceflion of animal 
pleafure ; and the man, when grown up to 
ambition, regards- only tho wealth and ho- 
nours of the world. But vice is even more 
^^OL^ly conti^entp more averi^. to^fpjritu^iJL 
meditation than fplly^ \^hat is it to Ahab 
that there is a God of juftice, or to Jezebel, 
tftafc there is a Gojiof purity? l^iJteir}^ bad 
man i^ a god tQhiipfelf < fes, tows ijptKaii$|: 
deIirQftnQfito>l|eacqp.aintpd with> any,tfcing^ 
better than, hisrvifies^, From- th«jn. He e^^ 
pe<^s-. his{ hftjp[fHn€i*fr ; to thpm he: dire^. his\ 
inquiries. l?hu^> the wicked i^i the: old, 
Teftanj^nt are ; d^fcribecj. ^s fj^idpg. tp Godii , 
^ deparbfrpmius.: >^wj,dpfjre, nQt tberknflWr- 
ledge: of thyw^yft^^;'* wJ^if h. if tjjei very ejpr- 
cds of impiety> Av^l tljifr^agre^s^ with th^ 
apoflle's acqovin> of; the idpls^iy off appi^^. 
timfs, ^' they did not like," fa)^ h«,, "tp* 
retain God^ in. their Hftpwlege," af tey they> 
had' forftkenf hWy, as he ft^ly iqfprinisU^* ia^ 
their, practice. 

But 
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Bi^t: a mhxd' purified from the gro&r 
gft^ons, and brQathing. tlw pure and in- 
^igprating ^ir of virtue, natura^lly. (harp- 
«ftft its inteUedt to inquixc aad pry into ifc- 
iSpU$yi!,tigli9 its ieyerajf relations, anddepen-^ 
.dQ||.ciip$jL coofiders its origia, its^ faculties 
%nid it% end. The very, entrance into thefci 
inquiries brings us into fo me acquaintance 

"^Ifi^ Qp^: qui; connection, indeed, v^ith 
l^ijun if tb|p prin<;ipa]) ife^ in our.cbaraC'* 
t^x^ a^ nGL^ns: every l^nk in thfi chain o£ riea^- 
j^p^ng fupppfes his being, and providence ift 
)tJ)Q ^^Qrld> ** How. came L (will not iiicb 
^ one argVfii). into the world whereia J 
jQi^ani} ? Hpfy. cap^e tbif world with, all itfr 
glpri^Si eyea to be. known to me?> lam 
igflofiat of the forn>ation of both: I coih« 
trivfld neither, the. one nor the other: nor 
dp I, better knoy;;; hpyv they, are fupported, 
i^f^ l^)^ t^^y wei)e made. Wherever I) tura 

9HH ^^^ ^ ^^^ in9rks>o£ confummatewif- 
4f)ni>nd, deiignj of benefnrence^ and power* 
Uk^Y^thP^ then muft: bcwITe, and' great, and 
]SfiS>d\ WMh, all njy. imperfeiaions, I per- 
ceiye wifhin myffilf the Ipy^e of truth, apd 
iexcell^ce^ and virtjue : he thatin^me^ 
iJberj^fore; muft have them in himfelf • Again, 

I feel 
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I feel within me a horror of annihilation, 
and an impatient defire of happinefs, and 
immortality. I will not douht, then, but 
he, who infufed thofe dcfires, will provide 
for their gratification. He will not fport 
with the natural expedations of his crea- 
ture: if I am virtuous, I (hall live with 
him for ever." 
f ' It was thus that Plato, Socrates, and 
the wifeft fages of antiquity, acquainted 
themfclves with the divine nature : they 
reaibned from themfelves to God, and from 
God to themfelves : the great center of in- 
telligence was the pradtice of virtue. They 
did a kind adion to their brother, and then 
they knew that truth, which was afterwards 
committed to writing by the evangclift, 
that *' God is love/* They were juft, and then 
they knew that God was juft. They were pure, 
and then they knew that he was pure alfo. 
I need not enumerate further, for all the 
virtues are the fame in confequence ; las he 
who is poffefled of one fegment of a circle, 
may with' eafe determine the reft of the 

figure. ^Whatever, in fliort, is excellent 
jn man, muft be fo in God, in an in- 
finite 



( 221 ) 

finite perfedlion and degree.: and the only 
way to know thefe things was to feel them. 
No bad man, therefore, could conceive well 
of God, nor could a good man conceive ill 
of him. Each would argue from the pic- 
ture in his own breaft : they would conceive 
fuch qualities in their ftandard of excellence 
as themfelves poflefled, and form their idea 
of perfedlion accordingly, — 

- We have fince learned, however, upont 
.better authority than reafon, that this is 
the true way of knowing the things of 
God ', for our faviour hath told us, that 
./' if any man will do his will, he fhall know 
of the doftrine, whether it be of God;" or 
.whether it be of human authority. But, as 
the knowledge of God was neceflary for the 
common benefit of mankind, it was not left 
to be folely found out in this manner ; or to 
be difcovered only, and that but darkly, by 

the moft enlightened gcniufes of the world. 
For their moft cogent arguments were only 
.reafonings, which were liable to be contra- 
dieted by others' reafonings, and fometimes 
by their own* 

Authority, 
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/halt endure for ever;" ** thou art the fame, 
and thy years fhall not fail." " Now, un- 
to the king eternal, be dominion for ever 
and ever." 

Thefe are flight extracts from the general 
defcription of the nature of God, as we read 
them in the holy fcriptures. - Thefe attri- 
butes he exercifes towards all, and they are 
eflential or conftituent parts of himfelf : 
but with regard to man, he ftands in a more 
particular and affefting light ; he is there 
defcribed as our creator, our preferver, our 
redeemer, our fandtifier, and our judge. 
How many duties do thefe aftonifhing rela- 
tions call forth ? The very firft book of Mo- 
fes fets out with informing us, that " in 
the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth i" and that after having made the 
latter the feat of pleafure and convenience, 
and " {ctn that it was very good," " he 
formed man' alfo of the duft of the earth, 
and breathed into his noftrils the breath of 
life, and man became a living foul." Then 
foUoweth the univerfal charter ; " let them 

m 

have dominion/' Moreover, he is defcribed 

aS' 
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as fuftaining, preferving, and even watching 
over man, whom he hath made. He is ftiled 
emphatically *' the prefervei* of men." 
*^ The Lord, fays holy David, is my keeper: 
I laid me down, and flept j I awakened, 
for the Lord fuftained me : the Lord fhall 
preferve both my going out and coming in." 

Alfo, ** the angel of the Lord encampeth 
roun.d about them that fear him, and deli- 
vcreth them." 

But the condefcenfion of the Almighty rlfes 
upon us the further we go in this divine book. 
Man lay trembling with €xpe(5lation in 
this great prifon of the world, till he fhould 
be called upon to leave it by death : whcn^ 
lo ! a ray of glory broke in upon the gloom, 
and at once difperfed his horrors ; *' they 
that dwell in the land of the fliadow of 
death, upon them hath the light fhined." 

The laft awful fcene, in which we behold 
the judge of the adions of all mankind, and 
arbitrator of their fate for immortality, is 
related with peculiar folemnity. We r6ad, 
that ** the books will be opened, and every 
man will be judged according to his works :'* 
the whole human race will be ranged in or- 
der, and *^ he will feparate them one from 

P another. 
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anodier, as a ftiephercl divideth his flieep 
from the goats ; and he will fet the flieep 
on his right hand^ and the goats on liis 
left/' But, remember ! the judge hath mod 
gracioufly anticipated his fentence, while 
yet we have the power of chufing our part in 
it : " Come, ye hleffed children of my fa- 
ther, receive the kingdom prepared for jrou, 
from the beginning of the world:" or, *• De- 
part from me, ye curfed, into everlailingfire, 

prepared for the devil and his angels." 

. It would be endlefs were f to go on <ie- 

fcrifaing the nztvwc and attributes of the 

deiity, which are io h^tgdy and l^bautifuSfy 

laid beforre ixs in the fcriptures : let it iaat 

fufHcient to obferve, that ev'ery thing is theoe 

revealed of <j!od, wliich man is capable of 

apprdoeB<ling to his rbenefit ; and that the 

child wbo can ireod his Bible, will Jl^udw 

more of that ibipcadens liubjfed: in one day» 

than thie wiffifl mca, and the greateft ph^lo- 

ibphers of aaiiquitj oduid (da, by the ieariaii 

pf their whole lires. 

fiat^ befides the inSbrraatism of tfaeie 

ikcred books, thiere are obtain ordmaaees 

conducive to the i^me eadj wh^ch Oed 

WM pleafird to ap^at^ pwtiy by tkb 

jewi(h 



^ewi^ rdigioh, and partly 'by the inore 
yerfeft dHpcafation of hiis wiH, throag^ 
the gofpcl of jfcfus Chrift. 

Firft, the obfervance of his ^fefclbaths wiU 
lead us to a more intimate knowledge of 
rhim : indeed, <hey were inftituted for this 
jparticular ipurpofe : and, I bcflieve, it may 
be laid down as a general tmth, that there 
never was a good man who defpifed or 
jieglefted this day of the Lord ; nor was 
there ever a thorough bad man who obferved 
At. We are to attend the public fervice of 
God j we are to read the holy fcriptures ; we 
are to eftimatc our improvements or our 
failures in virtue; we are -to inftrudl our 
.children and our fervants : in ihoit, if 'wt 
would be acquainted with God, we are 
not to :make his holy day, a day of bufi- 
nefs, a day of viftting, x)r of pleafure. It is 
to be a day of felf-eKamination and devo- 
tion i a day of public and private exercifos 
in religion ; a day wholly fet apart to the 
contemplation of God, and the improve- 
ment of our own fbuk. Thus employed, 
-our prayers of jpenitence will wean us from 
this world : our praifes of God will .trans- 
port us to a better. 

P 2 But 
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But there are further ordinances, which 
greatly contribute to the fanife end, and are 
neceflary to be obferved by thofe, who pro- 
fcfs the chriftian religion. 

Befides the moral duties, our f aviour himfclf 
appointed two ordinances, to be peculiar to his 
difciples j andthefeare, baptifmand theLord's 
fupper. The firft primarily to initiate us in- 
to our religion, the fecond to improve our 
communion in it with himfelf, and our fel- 
low-members ; and both of them to ac*- 
quaint us with God and ourfelves. But the 
gofpel will beft explain its own meaning^. 
The firft is there called '' the laver of re- 
generation 5" " the wafliing of the holy 
Ghoft;'* and therefore, '* repent, and be 
baptifed every one of you," faith St. Peter ; 
and, '* he that believeth, and is baptifed, 
fhall be faved." And of the fecond, it is 
exprefsly commanded by our Lord him- 
felf, *' drink ye all of this ^'' and argued by 
St. Paul, " the cup of blefling, which we 
blefs, is it not the communion of the blood 
of Chrift : and the bread which we break, 
is it not the communion of the body of 
Chrift ?" 
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By thcfe rules and dutie?, the chriftian is 
let into the interior part of his religion, and 
made acquainted with his lord and mafter. 
They are moft plain to be underftood, and 
eafy to be pradifed. I will juft recapitu- 
late them for your remembrance. Firft, an 
ifinocent fimplicity of life, untainted morals, 
and a dudtile heart ; next, a general, fre- 
quent, and reverend ufe of the word of 
God; thirdly, the obfervation of his fab- 
baths, the reception and application of his 
ordinances of baptifm, and the Lord's fup- 
per; and, laftly, as in all duties, frequent 
prayer to God through Jefus Chrift, that he 
would enlighten us by his holy fpirit, and 
fave us from all evil. 

. But, alas ! before we can think of fetting 
about the means, we muft be defirous of at- 
taining the end : and the reafon that fo few 
know God is, that in reality they defire not 
to be acquainted with him. When we 
really wifh to be acquainted with any 
one, we ftudy his temper and difpofition; 
we are defirous of obliging him in every 
reafonable thing, and even in things that are 

P 3 pnreafofi? 
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unreafbnable we .ace often wHUng to ac- 
quiefce, for the fake of obtaimDg the end al 
which we aim* But is this the cafe of thfi^^ 
chriflian with regard to the great and pro- 
fefled objeds of his religion. ? A(k the fioft 
man you meet with, whatengxof&s his 
meditations ? It will probably be any thing, 
rather than ferious thoughts of his creator, 
and his own dependance upon God,, wha 
made him. Aik him* if he is boIy> becaufe 
God commands hinxto.be holy; charitabfe^ 
becaufe God commands him to lov&his bro** 
ther; and chafb, becaufe Godcommaikb kirn 
to be pure ? See, in fhort, if he conforms himr 
felf to the defires of the God. he worfhips,. 
or to thofe of the company, the friends, as. 
they are filled, with whom he is acquainted. 
But it is improbable that the man who is ac- 
quainted with God, fhould delight himfelf 
with the follies of the world ; to fay nothing 
of its vices or its crimes ; or that the man 
who is '* born again," and renewed to the ex- 
peftation of a better life, fhould pant after 
the pleafures^, the riches, and the honours of 
this ? He might, indeed, thankfully partake 
of them, as a part of the providence of God, 

but 
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but he certainly would not afplre and Ian- 
guifli after them for their own fakes. No! 
other thoughts, other expedlations and de- 
iires, would entertain, engrofs, and poflefs 
his mind. He would more probably cry 
out with the pfalmift, *' One day in thy 
courts is better than a thoufand : and as the 
hartpanteth after the water-brooks, folong- 
eth my foul after thee, O God." *' Lord, 
whom have I in heaven but thee ; and what 
is there upon earth that I can defire, in com- 
parifon of thee/' 

When, we, my brethren, can ufe thefc 
holy exclamations, with the fame excellent 
fpirit in which they were written, . we (hall 
find ourfelves in the way to be acquainted 
with God ; the comforts of the everlafting 
gofpel will be ours ; and *' the peace of God, 
which paiTeth all underftanding, will keep 
our hearts and minds, through Jcfus Chrifl.'* 
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DISCOURSE XIII, 



JOB XXII. 21. 

ACQUAINT NOW THYSELF WITH HIM, AND BH 

AT PEACE. 

We are here aflured, in very plain lan- 
guage, that if we ** acquaint ourfelves with 
God," we (hall " be at peace." And, by 
peace is, I believe, generally underftood, 
outward fecurity and inward repofe. If, 
man, therefore, is a very weak and apprc- 
henfivc being, fubjeft by the law of his na- 
ture to many evils, and more fears, this muft 
be a very valuable aflurance. More efpeci- 
ally, indeed, when we confider that this af- 
furance comes from that great and tremen- 
dous being, who holds all nature in the hol- 
low of his hand ; whofe will is clothed with 

infinite 
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tcrtained for a while with kindnefs, but 
are foon laid afide : the eye, mean- while, 
Js conftantly extending its views to fomc^ 
thing further; when Alexander could do 
BO more, he wept. How this hath come 
to pafs, it might not be ufelefs to inquire : 
but let it fuffice for the prefent to obferve, 
that every thing below the moon is too 
little for man's happinefs ; and, that the 
whole world in perfediion, cannot give in- 
tire fatisfadion to the afpirations of an im- 
mortal foul. 

But, fecondly, there is not only an im- 
meafurable greatnefs in the objedt to be gra- 
tified, but there is alfo a defedlivenefs in 
the things that offer themfelves for gratifi- 
* cation : all the materials of happinefs in this 
world are mixed 5 they are radically and con- 
ftitutionally imperfedl : like the fun, whilft 
they (hoot their moft enlivening beams, they 
draw after them their dreary damps, to chill 
the kindly warmth they would beftow. 
Hope is chilled with fear ; love is tainted 
with jealoufy ; and ** in the midft of laugh- 
ter there is heavinefs." Nay prefence even 
implies abfence, and pleafure itfelf tends to 

pain. 
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pain, or ceffation. If this fliould be dif- 
puted, I have but too jjiuch proof of its 
truth : the fenfualift, the glutton, and the 
drunkard, fliall be my witneflcs ; and every 
man's confcience fhall be the judge. Hence 
there is alvv^ays an indiffibrence, often a tc- 

# 

dioufnefs even to difguft, attending the con- 
. tinned pofleflion of high pleafures . We Jong 
for them when they are out of our reach, 
but we cannot keep them when they are put 
into our hands : nay, wemuft change, though 
it be for the worfe : nature cannot bear evea 
uniformity of enjoyment. Thus labour 
feeks eafe, whilft at the fame time eafe is 
forced to feek labour. The truth is, we 
muft change our pofture, though it was ever 
fo well chofen at firft. Contraft is, therefore, 
eflential to pleafure ; and it muft alfo be of 
that kind which is attended with furprife. 
If we know of it before hand, it is received 
only with a formal civility : we do not re- 
pel it, indeed, but it has not the hearty wel- 
come of a friend ; we feel not from it the 
awakening glow, or any animating or highly 
gratifying effect. 

From all thefe obfervations, we may 
learn, without any great expertnefs in philo- 

fophic 
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"fopbic calculations, tlhat in the pidlure of feu- 
man life, the fhades are as neceflary as Ae 
iightsof.it-; that an -uninterrupted ferics 6f 
pleafure is an impradlicalyle attainment 5 
that the happineffs we do attain, depdnfds 
upon a variety of conctirrefnt circutrfftances, 
difficu/lt to be accompli ftied, and i&i^pdfRhk 
to be long detained ; that it confi'fts ratfeiet 
in the purfuit, than in the enjoyment j and 
:tihat man, difappornted man, ^ho fet^ his 
lieart upon it, *• is bom to trouble as the 
iparks fly upwards." 

But dixefe are only genera?l principfc&, 
which will be ftcn more- clefttly when m 
come to apply them, by confidering *ian ih 
his feveral particular and fpecific chairaSens, 
of an individual, a focial being, and an ac- 
countable creature. 

Man> confidered as an individual, mijft 
be feparated into his conttituertt parts <rf 
itody, or animal life, md foul, t)r mentd 
powers; both of themfabjed to a vatrcty d 
impreffion^, and thofe not etften perfective 01 
bis pleafureer ft tisfaflion . i fhall i&y ntithing 
of the weaknefs of his infancy, the hazards cjf 
his<:hildhood, or the dangers of bis yt)irth: 
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We ^ill fappofe him in the peifcftlon df 
knanhood ; tiis reafoh and his body ftroAg. 
Even then how grateful is the vbice oT 
heaven that bids him " he at peace." lie 
has fear^ and rage, and ttivy, atad luft, and 
avarice, and all the paflionsboth of others and 
himfelf, to keep in order : and if (heic were 
fcalm, the thunder over his head, d^e earth- 
quake under his feet, the air, <he "fire, thb 
water ; die broken limh, the feverith putfe, 
Witfi all the at my of c»fua!ty ahd difeafe, 
v^ld make this fentence particuiaAjr grate- 
fcfl. Me feels, moreover, *that he depcftd^ 
continaally upon a fuperior heing, in a va- 
riety ^f fubordihate caufes , for ptefervation ; 
ahd that the ieaft bf the creatunes of God 
iwght be his imirtbdi'ate deftrudion, if not 
rtfftrained try the providence of his creator. 
But ftrppofingnone tjf thefe things to hap- 
pen, and that he enjoys the common plea- 
fwes of his 'fenfes for their feaibn j yet the 
ftifoH is drawing on »whcn all pleafure ce^Cts, 
«id when the fettfes fhrink fitmn, if not 
i&^^ their proper objects. *' Can ! hfeaJr 
»ny toore the voice of finging men, and fin^^ 
Ittg wotticn : tan riiy Servant tafte what t 
cat of what I drink ?'' This is the language 

of 
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of human nature, as well as of Barzlllai III 
his old age. Oftentimes, before that period 
arrives, the fpirits languifli and grow dull ; 
the mind feels a vacancy, although the body 
is foothed by indulgence; and all the beauties 
of nature feem to be withdrawn, when they 
ceafe to give their ufual fatisfadion. 

What then muft be the feelings of the man 
who is unacquainted with his God ? Does he 
look backward after pleafure ? It is paft. 
Does he view the prefent ? It is tafllefs ; it is 
difgufting; it is painful. Does he look for- 
ward ? Alas ! poor miferable man : he has 
only to bear his infirmities as well as he is 
able, and to be carried to the'filent grave. 
Nor hope, nor happinefs is his : he has in 
pofleffion only a fenfe of prefent decay, and 
in reverfion the dread of approaching diflb- 
lution, and the horrors of annihilation or 
of punifhment. 

But, fuppofing this poor individual warm- 
ed with a real fenfe of religion, the whole 
portrait is changed, and a totally different fce- 
nery appears. His youth is fober, and com- 
pofed, and free from the outrageous mifruleof 
his paffions. His good condudl fecures him 

efleem: 
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cAeem: that eildem fecui-es him from thd 
example and efFeft of the mifcondu6t of 
others^ He has the health of temperance i 
the fecurity of prudence; and he fears 
no accident of life, fince he knows that 
all is under the direftion of his faft friend 
and benefadOr. The thunder and the earth- 
quake, the tempeft and the conflagration^ 
roar, and he4ve, but pour no final deftruc- ^ 
tibn againfl him : he is fafe in life or in death, 
under the arm and fhield of the Almighty. 
One who profeiTes this principle declares, 
" though I walk in the valley of the fhadow 
of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art witk 
me; thy rod and thy ftaffcOmfbrt ine.^' When 
through fickneft or old age his fpiirits fail, 
as to this World, they only roufe and quick- 
en hiiA to another : his God, who is a fpi- 
rit, .wilj be prefent with his fpirit ih thofe 
moft trying times ; will ^ooth his fears, and 
raife his hopes, in the houfs of pain, de-^ 

jeftion, and death • 
But, feCondly, man mUd be corifideredj not 

Only as an individual, but as a member of fo- 

ciety, domeilic of public ; and hence many new 

relations will arife. Man is naturally a focial 

being : he enjoys the fociety of his wife, 

Q^ and 
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and his children, hi$ parents and his fitienils ; 

And hence fo many cayfes of grief, ^nd o( 

joy.. But, in ^hi^ world of cafvtahy^ how: 

niuch reafoa is tl^re for £)r]:ow, to the 

p;xaa who confiders this a^ the only end of 

^is exiftence; who is unacquainted with 

his God* He nauft ibon follow his parents 

tp. their grave : Tie may probably follow hh 

wife, or his children alfo, to theirs : his 

friends m^y fail ; his acquaintance may de^ 

clinc ; he may fee himfelf left fingle and un* 

conneScd : nay his reputation may become 

doubtful; his fubftance may waile; his 

co.untry a.lfo may totter tp i^s bafe, if not 

fink into the gulph of ruin. And what is 

there in this world ^ofgi^rnifh after- fupports, 

when, all that is valuable to us in fociety is. 

thus diflblved ? The man of the worl4. mufl 

fink under fuch complicated diftrefs : while, 

the man of God looks up, with Job, to him, 

from whom thefe ai]ii(flions come, and who, 

alone can heal the broken heairted, when he 

fecsgopd; " th/e Lord gave, and the Lord tak- 

?th away : bleffed be the nanane of the Lord.'' 

Befidesj '^ his converfation, his citizen&ipis 

141 heayei^ : he has there baga which wax not 

©Id? 
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old ; which the moth cannot corrupt ; and 
where thieves do not break through nor 
fteal ; a crown incorruptible jtnd undefiled> 
that fadoth not away, referved in heaven for 
him/' 

But, laftly^ we muft cbnfider man as an 
accountable creature. Hence a moft awful 
relation arifes betv^een hitn and fome be- 
ing, who is acquainted with all his aftions^ 
and will reward or punifli them hereafter. 
Religion is obfervcd by naturalifts to be the 
principal charaderiftic of man. No other 
animal approaches to the moral fenfe, though 
in common fenfa^tion moft of them furpafs 
us^ and fome of them tread clofe upon us 
in the faculty of reafon. Some wife men^ 
as they have thought themfelvtfs, have in- 
deed called this glory of their nature a pre- 
judice ; but if it be a prejudice, it is thd 
wideft fpread, and the deepeft rooted, of 
any prejudice that ever I heard of : it is ex-« 
tended from the fouth to the northern pole| 
from the caft to the weft > over continents 
and iflaads > both among civilized and un- 
itivilszed nations ; it is impofed on all ranks 
aad ages, chiefly indeed, on thpfe who are 

Q^a wifeft 
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wifcft and moft contemplative; and, with re- 
gard to individuals, I believe, there never was 
one who, at fome time of his life, was not 
under the force of the impreffion, either by 
the name of religion or fuperftition. 

We may take it, therefore, for granted, and 
I think without further proof, that man is a 
religious, and an accountable creature. And 
if, while accountable for his adions, he is fen- 
fible of his mifcondud in many of them, and 
alfo ignorant how he may obtain his pardon; 
how miferable a creature muft he be in the 
hour of refledion ? Then, perhaps, more 
than ever, he will feel the importance of that 
declaration : " acquaint tbyfelf with him, 
and be at peace," A mind under the. in- 
fluence of guilt, and fenfible that it ftands 
feparatc from the only being in the univerfe 
that can fupport it, muft be an obje<5t of 
greater pity, becaufe of more real diftrefs, 
than when furrounded by all the calami- 
ties of the world concentered. When 
holy Job was bowed down with every 
outward affliftion, he could ftill prefervc 
the ftrength of his mind; '* Shall I re- 
ceive good," fays he, ** at the hand of 

God, and fliall I not receive evil ?*' which 

(hewed 
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fhcwcd a temper inconfiftent with defpafn 
But in hopelefs wickednefs, there is every 
anguifh and horror united^ that can exclude 
hope^ or alarm fear; that pailion^ in (hort^ 
or reafon, or imagination can fupply. When 
we reafon from the attributes of the Deity 
only, we are diftradted with doubt or ^yith 
terror : for nature knows as well that he is 
jufl, as that he is merciful. He is infinite 
in juftice and mercy : nor can either of them 
be annihilated, becaufe I have been a (inner. 
We may *^ hope, indeed, againft hope;" and 
this delufion may fave us a while from de- 
fpair, but it can never give us any reafonablc 
ground for pardon. One fentence of the 
bpoic of God is then worth all the reafonings 
of all the philofophers that ever exifted : 
*' acquaint thyfelf with God, and be at 
peace/* ** Sing, O heavens, and rejoice, 
O earth, and break forth into finging, O 
mountains ; for the Lord hath comforted 
his people, and will havfi mercy upon his 
afflidled. But Zion faid, the Lord hath 
forfaken me, and my God hath forgotteii 
me. Can a woman forget her fucking child* 
ihaf (he fliould not have compaffipn upon 

0.3 th<^ 
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the ion of her womb ? Yea, fhe may forget 
yet, will not I forget thee/' 

After reading thefe wprds in our Bible, the 
truly penitent man wipes away his tears : def- 
pair nolonger ghills hishf art; Jove now urges 
Mm to every duty ; he mixes again in thci 
aflembly of the faints ; *^ he vifits the father- 
kfs and widows in their affl idion, and keeps 
himfelf unfpotted from the world." Oh ! 

what joy, and extacy of delight, is it to be 
at peace with the eternal God. No evil caq 
then befal us, either in this world, or that 
which is to come. The father may lament 
his child ; the wife, her hij^fband ; and the 
friend, the brother of his heart ; but huihed 
be all the forows of the world : " acquaint 
thyfelf with him, and be at peace." He hath 
declared himfelf the friend qf the friend- 
lefs, the father of the orphan, and the huf- 
band of the widow. He will fupport us, 
when every created thing fhall fail us : he 
will be with us in pain, in forrow, and in 
fickiiefs; <' in the hour of death, and at 
the day of judgment." 

From thefe obfervations, one inference 
paturally follows ; 

If 
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If vp« triuft think of God fometime 5 if wfe 
cannot but *^ be acquainted with him," ei* 
thcr as a friend or an enemy^ let us ftrive to 
be acquainted with him to our comfort and 
our joy, Man, we find, is not a felf-fiiffi- 
cient being : he is dependent upon him, for 
his exiftenee^ as well as ihe happinefs of it> 
ertry moment. ** Thou art he who <ook mt 
out of my mother's womb," fays holy David; 
how reafonable, therefore, is his conclufionx 
** my praife (hall be always of thee-" 
Thou alfo Wilt fave me from fin ; thou wilt 
fnatch me from danger : thou wilt fieer me 
through all the ftorms of this troublefome 
world, and ** bring me to the haven where 
I would be." 

Let us, therefore, take care how wc 
oflfend this our only fupport, by any ha- 
bits of wilful fin. Let us read his word, 
let us reverence his fabbaths, let us rejoice 
in his facraments ; let us, in fliort, devote 
ourfelves from this hour to his fervice and 
his will. The terms of our acceptance arc 
as eafy, as they are plain : the end as defirable, 
as it is eafy to be accomplifhed : '' acquaint 
but thyfdf With him, and be at peace." When 
nature fails, the God of nature will be pre- 

CL4 ^e^t^ 
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fent ; and when all the profpedls of the world 
darken, then is the moment of exultation to 
thofe who are acquainted with the Almighty. 
Such will be great in his greatnefs, ftrong 
in his ftrength, and happy in his happinefs. 
For the word of God fays, ** No good thing 
ihall he with-hold from them that lead ^ 
^odly life." ** Mark the perfcft, and ob- 
ferve the upright, for the end of that man 
is peace." ** Thou wilt keep hipi in perfeft 
peace, O Lord, whofe mind is flayed on 
thee," , And, " there is no peace, 
my God, to the wicked/' 
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DISCOURSE XIV, 



MATTHEW XXII. 40. 

ON THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS^ HANG ALL 
THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. 

- These words refer to^a very particular 
part of the hiftory of our blefled faviour* 
It is related both by the cvangelift, St, 
Matthew, in thi? chapter, and alfo in the 
twelfth chapter of $(• Mark's gofpel. From 
thefe two accounts, I fhall recite the narra* 
tive, and enlarge upon it for your ufe. 

As Jefus was teaching the people, ac- 
cording to his cuftom, and inftnjdling them 
$n the true fenfe of their law, one of their 
icribes or dodors, a man, fuppofed, by his 
profeflion, to be deeply learned in all its 
p^rtSi aikcd hinj a queftion out of it, 

^* tempting 
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** tempting himj" that is, as the fequel' 
fhewsy not with any malicious dcfign, but 
merely to try his acutenefs and his /kill. 
And it was a blefled circumftance, both for 
thofe that heard, and for us that read his 
anfwer, that he did fo. For, by this means, 
not only a moft valuable truth was declared 
to a carelefs and ignorant people, but deli- 
vered with clrcumftances that excited their 
attention, andmadeanimpreflion upon them, 
almoil equal to its importance. It might have 
been delivered to them in a fermon, and fo 
conveyed to us in a precept ; and perhaps as 
little minded, though equally true in all its 
terms, as a fermon or a precept may be iii our 
own time. But our Lord, ** who knew what 
was in man/* rejoiced to have the curio- 
iity of his hearers awakened, by the queftioa 
of this learned fcrlbe; for then he was 
fure, through the intervention of that paf- 
iion, that his words would iink from their 
cars into their hearts ; would engage, would 
catch and charm all its train of kindred af- 
fedions, 

The queftion, which this fcribe afked 
of him^i was ^ *^ Mailer ! which is the iirft 

and 
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and great commandment in the law ?** I« 
it a ceremonial or a moral precept that is 
the moft important, and deferves the prefe- 
rence ? This may feem, perhaps, to us rather 
an odd fort of a queftion : for, as the whole 
law was divine, and received as fuch hf 
Jill the jews, every part of it was to be 
equally fubmitjed to, on the authority 
of the giver* Circumflances, and commoa 
prudence only, could regulate the time for, 
jtnd mcafure of each. But it was a very 
common topic of difpute with the jewiA 
dodlors ; fome contending for the fabbath, 
jTome for the precept of circumcifion, pthers 
for that of facrifices, and others for that 
of phylad^ries. We are alfo told> that 
thefe great teachers of the people, generally 
decided in favour of a ceremonial law. And, 
what is ftill worfe, that when they had fixed 
upon what they called afirft commandment, 
they were carelefs in obferviqg the remain-^ 
der, as if the pradtice of that one were fuf- 
ficient, and they might excufe themfplves by 
it from regarding the other. 

If now you ihoujd think this judgment 
ftrange, be plcafed tareflefl one moment, and 

you 
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you will fee that it is not peculiar to the jew- 
iih reafoners in religion^ or the prejudices of 
the age to which this relation refers* It is, 
in truth, an error deeply rooted ; coeval with 
the pride and ignorance of man. In every 
chriftlan congregation, how many are there 
who take religion to pieces; who treafure up 
and magnify what they are difpofed to com- 
ply with ; and defpife, or throw away thofc 
^arts of it which they do not like. One, 
prefers going to church, or now and then to 
the facrament of the Lord's fupper, and 
calls it piety ; another, alms^giving, mifta* 
ken for charity ; another, quietnefs of tem- 
per, who has no temptation to be othcrwifc; 
and another, who is rich enough to clothe a 
country, fays, he thanks God, that, for his 
part, he pays his debts, and is an honeft man. 
All thefe are, to their refpedive own- 
ers, ** the firft and great commandment 
in the law*'* When we poflcfs, or think 
that we poflefs the duty, (which latter, 
through the corruption of our hearts is but 
too commonly the cafe) we raife it beyond 
meafure; we make it a fubAitute for all 
9tl)er$; when we indulge the fin, then, 

♦Ms 
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•* is It not a little one ;" God furely will 
cxcufe, out of compaffion to human frailty, 
fb (light a tranfgreffion of his laws. 

But the well-inftru£ted chriflian, like the 
welUinftruded jew, argues after another 
manner, David, who was more truly learti^ 
cd in the law than any of thefe jewilh doc- 
tors^ fays, ** thenfliall I not be afliamcd when 
I have refped: unto all thy commandments/* 
St. James alfo, who had ftill nearer and 
ftrongcr views of the perfeftion of God*s 
covenant, ** though a man (hould keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point; 
that is, wilfully and prefumptuoufly, he isf 
guilty of all/' And, indeed, the jewifh law 
faith exprefsly, ** the foul that doth ought 
prefumptuoufly, the fame , rcproacheth the 
Lord; and becaufe he hath defpifed the 
word of the Lord, his iniquity (hall be upon 
him/'* Thefe are the words of God him- 
felf to his people. When your corrupt 
hearts, therefore, aflc you this enfnaring 
queftion, ** which is the great duty of my 
religion ?'* only, that you may negle<ft what 
you comparatively call little ones : when, I 
i(ay, yoa aflc this queftion, with this view, give 

me 

♦ Numbers XV. 30, and 31, 
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mc leave to tell you, on the authority of the 
fcriptures I have recited, that there is no fuch 
thing as an inconfiderable duty or fin* 
When God has commanded, the leaft duty 
becomes great : and thegrcateft of all crimes 
is to defpife the authority of the ruler of the 
univerfe ; which muft be the efFedt, if not 
the principle, of every continued deviation 
from his laws ; as it is, indeed, alfo of a 
leftlefs, irreligious temper of mind. 

Commune, therefore, with your own 
hearts in another manner. Say rather, 
" my life is devoted to God : my duty 
to him is comprized within the volume 
of the fcriptures : I have only, therefore, to 
fcarcb fdr it there, and to pradife it intirely 
and fimply as i find it." There we fhall 
find that the alms-giver is not excufed from 
going to church or the facrament by hij 
alms J nor will our prayers to God excufeour 
duty to our neighbour ; nor our duty to cmt 
neighbour, that to ourfelves. We are to pray 
in our clofets, with our families, and in th» 
public congregation: weare to receive theia- 
Crament with thankfulnefs, when it is admi* 
ikidered ; we are to be charitabk amd loving,* 

t& 
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to the poor and to the rich ; cafy to be in- 
treated, gentle unto all men : to avoid (en* 
fuality pt excefs in ourfelves, oppreffion or 
unkindnefs to others, and profanenefs, ne- 
gledty or levity towards almighty God* 
There are, ftridlly fpcaking, no firft, or Ce-^ 
cond, or third commandments there : * 
piety, charity, honefty, and temperance^ arc 
all of them equally neccflary in their proper 
place : no fin is to be profefledly . allowed : 
no duty is to be profefledly omitted. When 
you have done your beft in all fincerity, 
with the moft pcrfedl plan of duty before 
you, and filled it up as pcrfeftly as human 
nature will admit; flill you will have 
both tranfgreffions and omiflions enough to 
repent of, when, a bed of ficknefs, or any 

other 

• The reafon of this queftion being fo perplexed or 
tniftaken is, that all writers upon religion place our duty 
to God firft, our duty to our neighbour the fecond^ and 
that to ourfelves the third ', and in point of order this is 
right : but the truth is, that every fin, is a fm agalnft God : 
every z&ion refers to him finally, whatever is its kiunediate 
objedl: and whoever prefumptuoufly violates any duty, 
though it be only to his neighbour or himfclf, does, in (9 
doing, fin againft God, the giver of that duty, and thereby 
forfeits, the divine favour, till true repentance Ihall r^inftafifc 
him* 
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Other near and alarming profpcft of fiitu-* 
rity, brings you to make up your accounts 

with God* 

But, when to the failing? of nature 
in the difcharge of your duty, you have 
neglects or tranfgreflions ia your plan 
itfelf to anfwer for; when you profefs not 
to pray at all in private^ or with your 
family; when you profefs to come to 
church or to let it alone, as humour or bu- 
finefs only (hall permit ; when you profefs 
not to watch your thoughts or words, but 
to fpeak ev,ery thing that is uppermoft 
in your fancy : it is as- unlikely that the fa* 
vour of God ihould be applied to your falVa-* 
tion, for the fake of a few other imperfeft 
moral qualities, which you may poflefs> aS 
that the lick man fhould be cured only 
by the fight of the medicine which is 
prefcribed by his phyfician. So danger- 
ous is it to pick and chufe, where all are to 
be valued ; to compare, when we have no- 
thing elfe to do, but to praftife. 

But if the queflion was originally faulty,* 

— which 

* I was furprifed to find, that the very learned arid ju-* 
dicious Jortin, in a fermon on this text, (vol. 3. ) which I faw 
only fince the writing of this difcourfe, calls it ^^ a proper 

queflion/* 
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which this fcribe afkcd of our bkflcd favi- 
our, we ihftU the more admire the wifdom^ 
of \m anfwer^ and die prudent turn whidb 
he gave to the controverfy; fo as at tfie 
fame time to fatisfy the mioft captious hearer> 
aad itiilrudt them in the whole nature of 
religion. He does not weigh and compare 
the value of particular duties^ which might 
have awaJbened prejudices^ and run on to^ 

endlefe 

quefiion.'^ The decifion of fuch & man iitoukl hav« 
made me td doubt, if he had not hs^pily given die rea^ 
fon for his opinion ;• which is, that our Lord gave a diredl 
anfwer to the queftion, which it was not his cuftom to do^ 
as he ftiews by feveral inftances, when improper ones 
were fuggefted, but rather to turn them oiF to (bme more 
profitable obfervation^ 

But) furely, it is plain enough here^ that cur Lord did 
not give a dire<^ anfwer^ He does not fay^ what duty is to 
be preferted, which was what the queftion diredlly led tp, 
but fhifts it off to an obfervation of quite another nature, 
though the form indeed of a direct anfwer is kept up* He 
tells him, that whatever bi& the nature of the command-^ 
ment, and to whomfoever it may relate^ (for the duties of 

God and mao comprehend the whole decalogue) love is to 
be the motive to it, and the meafure of it : thus fupplying 
both an hnpelling and regulating principle to aU duties, 
rather than deciding upon the expe£lcd preference in the 
practice of any of them^ 

R 
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endlefs altercation, but he lays open to him, 
from his own fcriptures, the fburce of all da* 
ties : he tells them that we arp to love God 
with all our ftrength, and our neighbour with 
all iincerity ; which includes the whole ten 
conmiandments in both the tables ; and that 
loye^ in ihort, (whether God or man is 
the obje6t in queftion,) is to be the femi- 
nal principle which is to enliyen> and in- 
vigorate, and direct, every adion that re- 
lates to either. This opened fuch a noble 
train of ideas, as quite overpowered fophifm 
tind difpute^ and ended in the moft unli- 
mited acquiefcence and admiration. 

The context reads, that Jefus anfwercd 
Kitn, *^ the firO: of all the commandments 
is ; Hear, O Ifrael, the Lord our God is one 
Lord : and thou fhall love the Lord thy God, 
with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
ftrength. This is the firft commandment. 
And the fecond is like^ namely this, thou 
(halt love thy neighbour as thyfdf : there 
is none other commandment greater than 
thefci And the fcribe faid unto him. Well, 

mafler ! 
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mafter! thou haft faid the truth : for therein 
one God, and there is none other but he : and 
to love him with all the heart, and with all 
the underftanding, and with all the foul, and 
with all the ftrength ; and to love his neigh- 
bour as himfelf, is more than all whole 
burnt-offerings and facrifices." 

The worthy fcribe, we fee, appears fo 
warmed with the wifdom beamed upon 
him from above, that the ftrong fcnti- 
ment vibrates upon his heart, and his 
tongue re-echoes it to the furrounding 
multitude. For a moment he forgot every 
pharifaical diftindlion of his early years : 
the God of the gentiles was his God : 
the defpifed Canaanite, * and Samaritan, •{• 
his fifter, and his brother. This at leaft 
We may prefume • to have been the cafe ; 
*' for, when Jefus faw that he anfwered 
difcreetly, he faid unto him, thou art hot 
far from the kingdom of God." Hence 
we may alfo learn the boundlefs excel- 

R 2 lence 

» 6ee Matthew xv. aa. and folloWiilg verfes* 

f In how great contempt and averfion the Samaritaris 

were held by the Jews, appears from their whole hiftory, 

particularly John ivi 9. Johnviiii48, &C4 
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V 

leixce of an humble and a teachable diA 
pofition. 

It is mofl probable that this fcribe mufl 
have had his prejudices like other jews, who 
were not famous^ at that tiipe, for liberality 
9f fentipient : but, when we further refled 
that he was of the fed: of the pharifees, who 
were more remarkable than the reft of their 
nation for that defedl : that he was a doftorof 
the law, brought up at the feet of feme Ga- 
maliel, and now perhaps teaching others the 
fyftem of divinity in which he had been edu- 
cated ; we cannot forbear to admire his ready 
acquiefcence in the liberal fentiment he had 
heard, which fwept away, at once, the po- 
fitive merit of every ceremonial inftitution, 
and declared the love of God, and the love 
of man, the only fourqes of our probation 
and acceptance. 

Let every man, then, br^ng his religion to 
the fame teft, even in thefe more enlighten- 
ed times, and it will be well. This fen- 
tence of our Lord will be the beft touch- 
ftone of its merit or defefl:. 

But what can be faid by the carelefs pro- 
feflbr of our church,, (for, like every other 

Rational 
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national body> it has its nominal, as well as 
real and worthy members,) or, more pro- 
perly fpeaking,. what can be faid by th^ 
man of the world, if we were to try his 
opinions 6f religious condudl by the con-^ 
ceflions of this honed Icribe ? Does he 
** love his God with all his heart, and his 
underftanding," who n^ever troubles hi« 
head, or his heart, about him ; who neither 
reads his word, nor frequents his chutch, 
or regards his facramen ts j who keeps not 
up even the appearance of religion in his fa- 
mily, and whofe whole con verfation is care- 
lefs and loofe ? Docs he *' loVe his God with 
all his foul, or ftrength,'' ivho labours not 
to perfedt one evangelical virtue ; and who 
never fi^ts himfelf to refift one temptation to 
fin, from the refpeft he bears to his autho- 
rity, though he withftands many out of re- 
gard to the laws of his country, or even the 
cuftomfe of his acquaintance and the world ? 
Does he, again, " love his neighbour as 
himfelf," who will idly diffipates, or as idly 
hoards, his fuperfluous wealth; while thfi 
poor that live around him want fire, or food, 
or clothing; or perhaps all of them? 

R 3 Surely, 
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Surely, then, this jewifli fcribe hath fet 
us a fair example, both to admire, and to 
copy. 

Let us then, lay our hands upon our hearts, 
and afk ourfelvcs, at this moment, whether 
our religion is fuch, in all refpeds^ as our ' 
blefled faviour taught the jews was the re- 
fult of all their revelations ; whether it is 
that religion, ** on which depends the law, 
and the prophets ^' and which this fcribe 
confefled to be ** better than all whole 
burnt-offerings and facrifices ?" If we " love 
God," fo as to ** keep his commandments," 
and treat ** our neighbour," fo as we could 
wifti to be treated by him, if we were to 
change circumftances and conditions in the 
world ; we may depend upon it we are in 
the right way; we may *•* rejoice that our 
names are written in heaven;*' and be af" 
fured, that though our errors in the per- 
formance of thefe duties be many, they will 
be pardoned by the fovereign and merciful 
Judge of all men, 
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DISCOURSE XV. 



MATTHEW XXII. 40. 

OH THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS, HANG AI.I> 
THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. 

Perhaps there is not one fentencc, in the 
whole compafs of the new Teftament, that is 
of more important confequence than this 
before us. Jefus Chrift here teaches us, in 
Vjery plain language, the conftituent and 
efTential properties of all true religion, and 
confequently of his own : from hence we 
can neither be deceived in the actions of 
other's or ourfelves, if we will bring them 
to the rule which he has been gracioufly 
pleafed to provide for us. This he took 
occafion to do, from a queftion that was put 
to hini by a doQor of the jewifh law^ 

Ki Tljis 
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This learned man, who was doubtlefs an 
adept in all their dlfputes, had a mind to try 
the new expounder, who was now taking 
upon him to teach the people, as to tiis opi- 
nion upon a celebrated thefis in their fchools, 
** What,'* fays he to him, ** is the firft com- 
mandment in the law ?" Upon this, our 
Lord, inftead of anfwering like a difputant, 
and catching at the furface by argumenta- 
tion, whence each would have retired no 
wiferthan he came, takes upon him an higher 
charafter ; and, by opening the queftion to 
the centre, not only removes the prefent 
difficulty to his fatisfadion, but gives him a 
rule, or radical principle, that will decide 
every other difficulty of the like nature; from 
which every duty may be branched, and by 
which its rank and value in the fyftem may 
be adjufted* The anfwer that he makes id 
him is this ; ** Thou {halt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy foul, and with all thy mind: this is 
the firft and great commandment. And the 
fecond is like unto it ; thou (halt love thy 
neighbouF u thyfdf. On thefe two com-i 
mandments, hang all the law and the pro-^ 

phets/' 
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pbets/' Which, taking in his prejudices 
as a jew, was as much as to fay, *' whether 
this or that duty are more valuable in them- 
felvcs, it is no part of wifdom to confidfcr 
and adjuft: for, whatever the wifdom of 
God has appointed, becomes valuable from ^ 
that very appointment, and it is our wif- 
dom to give it its proper place in our ac- 
tions ; to learn it, and to do it* But if you 
would know the root of all duties, the 
principlie from which they ought to fpring. 
imd the rule by which they ought to be 
mcafured, you may reduce them all to the 
Jove of God, and the love of man. What- 
ever aftion flows from thefe is entitled to a 
reward 5 whatever deviates from them fliall 
afliiredly meet with punifliment. On this 
great bafis is founded every difpenfation of 
God to his creatures ; the law, the prophets, 
^nd the gofpel, teach it man ; it (hall alio 
remain when man (hall be no more, and go- 
vern angels and archangels in heaven/' 

Upon this divine anfwer, for fuch it 
will appear in every light, it is my prefent 
purpofe to difcourfe j and, furely, >t will not 
be an unprpfitable exercife to confider, with 

fome 
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fome attention, though in few words, the 
llrength and folidity of the obfefvation* 

It feems to contain two proportions: 
one, that neither the precepts of the law, 
nor the preaching of the prophets, though 
ever fo ftridly and folemnly attended to, 
would avail to a man's juftification, before 
God, without his life and adions were alfo 
modelled by the love of God and man; 
and the other, that if true love to God and 
man prevail in the heart, he would be ac- 
cepted by the father of fpirits, though he 
was fo unfortunate as to have known neither 
the law n:or the prophets ; to thefe I believe 
I may add alfo, the gofpel : that is, he would 
be faved cither without the inflituted means, 
or they would be brought to him fome way 
or other by almighty God. 

And, as fcrlpture is beft illuftrated by 
fcripture, the hiftories of Paul, the perfe- 
cutor, and of Cornelius, the gentile centu- 
rion, fliall prove to us the truth of both 
thefe propofitions. 

When Paul, the apoftle, is Ipeaking of 
the former part of his life, he fays> that 
** he was a pharifee, the fon of a pharife^ 

zealous 
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asealous for the traditions of the fathers, 
and, as touching the righteoufnefs which is 
in the law, blamelefs;" yet, in another 
place he witnefleth of himfelf, that he was 
at that time ** a blafphemer, and a perfe-- 
cutor, ind injurious ; and that he obtained 
mercy, becaufe he did thefe wicked things 
ignorantly, and in unbelief." We fee, 
therefore, that all his zeal for the law would 
not have cxcufed him from his condemna- 
tion, if he had per fi (led in violating the 
plain duties of love to his brother, from z 
falfe and unjuft notion of promoting the 
glory of God. 

Again, we read, that when Corneliiis, the 
gentile centurion, ** gave much alms to 
the people, and prayed to God alway,'* aa 
angel informed him, ** that his alms and 
his prayers were come up for a memorial 
before God j and that if he fent for the 
;apoftle Peter, he fhould further know what 
he ought to do." Peter alfo we find was 
warned by a viuon, to attend his fummons, 
and remove his prejudices ; and that the 
centurion received the holy ghoft as well as 
pther believers, as the apoflle argues in his 

own 
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own riiidication ; and was coa&qpcnAy re« 
cehred and baptized into tbe £uth and ial« 
vation of Jefos Chiift* 

So confident is the hiflorjr with die pr> 
crpts of the word of God. And that the 
love of God and man muft always have been 
die two pillars of religion^ will more clearly 
appear by confidering the ends of religion ; 
and, the nature of love, and its effeds. 
Now the ends of religion are plainly theie ; 
to extend the glory of God by the moft 
perfedl adoration and obedience of his rea- 
ibnabfe creatures ; and to perfed their na- 
ture, fb as to make them capable of enjoy- 
ing their utmoft capacity of happinefs, both 
here and hereafter : and love will, the fooncft 
of any principle, effeft both thefe defirable 
ends. 

Paffion is the common principle of aftion: 
And love is the moft univerfal, and power- 
ful, and pleafing of the paffions. It is in- 
tircly of the focial kind, and feeks its whole 
iatisfadlion in gratifying the objeft up- 
6n which it hath fixed. When love is 
the mafter-paffion, it brings every adiofl 
of the humbled mind within its direftion, 

Reafon, 
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B^eafoHy Indeed^ often puts in its claim, and 
if it perfevercs, obtains a fuperiority at iaift : 
but the love of God is alfo the higheft a<5t of 
re^on ; and when paffion gives the impvlSc, 
and reafon cheriflies and approves the adtion^ 
all the powers of the human mind arc united^ 
and the effort becomes irrefiflible and com-- 
plcte. The man, therefore, who loves God, 
cannot pofHbly love any created thing, fo as 
to let it come into competition with that great 
obje(S, Th6 god of this world is difregard- 
ed: his mini/lers, ambition, wealth, and 
beauty, are as nothing, when put into the ba- 
lance with the real objedt of his defircs. Da- 
vid, therefore, exclaims in the true language 
of divine love, *^ I will magnify thee, O Cody 
my king, and I will praife thy name for 
ever and ever. Whom have I in heaven 
but thee ; and what is there upon earth that 
I can defire in comparifon of thee !" 

From this principle will follow, as a thing 
of courfe,the moft intire obedience tohis will. 
When Paul is overwhelmed with hisiaviour's 
reproaches, and confcious of his paft ungrate- 
ful conduct to him, he immediately adopts 
the language of an impaflioned hearty 

*' Lord I 
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*• Lord! what wouldft thou have me to 
do ?" I will bend every aftion to thy will ; 
I will go through every difficulty in thy fer- 
vicc ; I will embrace pain, or poverty, or 
death. And were every man as confident 
with himfelf as this apoftle, after I\e had 
adopted fuch a principle as love, there would 
need neither ordinance, nor ftatute-book, for 
the regulation of his conduct-; for love 
would run fo'much before the command, as 
to make them intirely needlefs to him. 
The affeftionate fon does not want the fifth 
commandment to be read to him, when an 
opportunity offers of fhewing refpeft and 
reverence to his parents. The fervent friend 
does not want a ledlure upon the duties of 
friendfliip ; when he only fees a token from 
the diftant brother of his heart, his love is 
fo fuperior to a formal rule, that it almoft 
Ipurns at it with indignation. ^ His af- 
fection even fupplies the neceffary defers 
of a prefcribed duty ; forefees thofe name- 
lefs wants, and. fills up all thofe nicer 
parts, which afFedion knows only how to 
receive, and afFetflion knows only how to 
beftow. But take it at the lowefl rate at 

which 
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which it can be placed, ^nd furely no man 
can break the plain command of him, whom 
he loves. If any man, therefore, perfiils in 
the praftice of any one fin, either by doing 
what he knows to be wrong, or by omitting 
what he knows to' be right, we may juftl/ 
apply to him the language of holy fcripture ; 
** the love of the father is not in him/' 
Our faviour himfelf argues incontrovertibly 
on this head; *Mf ye love me, fays he, keep 
my commandments. He that kecpeth my 
commandments, he it is that loveth me : 
he that loveth me not, keepeth not mj 
iayings." 

But further ; a religion founded upon the 
love of God, will not only be univerfally 
obferyed, one precept of it as well as ano- 
ther, for the fake of the beloved objeft that 
enjoins them : but none of them' will ap- 
pear painful or harfh to the obferver; the ob- 
fervanccof themwillbe natural, eafy,andun- 
conftrained. There is a manner in doing 
every thing, which makes it more or lefs ac- 
ceptable to the perfon for whom it is done* 
When grace, therefore, is added to fubftance, 
like proportion and polifli to the ms^rble in 

the 
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the hand of the ftatuary, it is pcrfeftia 
its kind, and will be received with the trueft: 
complacency and delight. And this muO: 
be eminently the cafe where the paflions arc 
incorporated and condenfed; if gratitude^ 
for inftance, was added to affedion. Love, 
even of the mod inconfidcrable objeft is often 
fo flrong as not to be eafily eradicated ; when 
love is well placed, it becomes ftill more per- 
manent and adive; but when it is firft excited 
by thehigheft favours, as well as nourifhed by 
the greateft excellence, it is impoffible to 
make any addition of power or principle. 

That this is always the cafe in our reli- 
gion, the apoftle hath fet forth to us in thefc 
few words, ** we loye him, becaufe he firft 
loved us." But, what the apoftle fays in 
few words, all the circumftances of our life 
would only confirm and eftablifh. All weare, 

and have, and hope for, are the immediate 
gifts of his bounty : he is our father, our 
preferver, and our friend. ** Lord ! what 
is man, that thou art mindful of him, or 
the fon of man, that thou vifiteft him ? 
Thou madeft him little lower than the an- 
gels, and crownedft him with glory and 

honour; 
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honour j and didft fet him over the works 
of thy hands : thou haft put all things in 
fubjcdion under his feet.." " Praife the 
Lord, O my foul, and all that is within 
me, praife his holy name : who forgiveth 
all thy fin, and healeth all thy infirmities." 
When the man of God confiders thefe 
things, bare obedience is not enough : he 
makes them the fubjed of his continued 
thoughts, till he pours them, forth in a 
profufion of images, and dwells upon 
them even to rapture j " I will love thee, 
O Lord, my ftrength : the Lord is my 
ftrong rock, and my defence : my faviour, 
my God, and my might, in whom I will 
trufl : my buckler : the horn alfo of my 
falvation, and my refuge." " As the heart 
defireth the water-brooks, fo longeth my 
foul after thee, O God." « My foul is 
athirft for God; yea even for the living, 
God : when (hall I come to appear before 
the prefence of God ?" Nay the idea will 
extend itfelf from this loving and beloved 
being to his houfe, his word, his friends, 
and every thing that is related to him.' 
" Oh ! how amiable are thy dwellings, thou 

S Xofd' 
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Lord of hofts. My foul kadi a delire and 
longing to enter into the courts of the Lord r 
yea^ my heart and my flefli rejoice in the 
Kving God. For, one doy in thy courts is 
better than a thoufand/* Agaki, " I re- 
joice at thy word, as one that findeth grekt 
fpoil. The law of thy mouth is dearer 
Unto me, than thoufands of gold and filycr. 
Lord \ what love have I unto thy law : all 
the day long is my ftudy in it." But, above 
all, the lover of God will delight hknfelf 
in thofe who are engaged with him in the 
fame courfc of affedlion.. We wonder not^ 
therefore, when David thus warmly expreflfes 
htmfelf, *' O Lord ! thou art my God : my 
goods are nothing unto thee. AH my de- 
light is in the faints that are in the earth, 
and upon fuch as excel in virtue/* Or that 
he fliould declare, as matter of a famify,. 
** there fhall na deceitful perfon dwell in 
liiy houfe : he that telleth lies fliall not 
tarry in my fight. Whofo leadeth a godly 
life, he fliall be my fervant.*' Or, Mly,. 
that he fliould publicly dfeclare to his people^ 
as a prince, ** I fliall foon deftroy all the 
ungodly who are in the land, that I may root 

out 
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out ill v^ieked d^srs from the <rity of tli6 
Lord/* Indeed, a truly devbuf heart wilt 
bring every thing within the eompafe of it& 
devotion : the eai^ will not hear, hot xkt eytf 
Ifce, nor thte tongue fpeak, with any heart- 
felt fatisfadion, Sut of its creator, and its^ 
God. This will be the regular and uhifonh 
tenor of condudt in every lover of the di- 
vine being. He may not rife, indeed> to Da- 
Vid'8 warmth, for that may depend fome- 
what upon genius and complcftion ; but it 
is impoffible that he fhould ever knowingly^ 
perfift in any courfe of aftion contrary to hi? 
declared will. 

Let us take the matter up, therefore, oit 
this plain ground, and conclude with ex- 
amiiiing our hearts on this moft important 
of .air fubjedts. 

Wc profefs to love God above all tfhingsi 
and we are this day come into hi* houfc to 
worfliip and to pray to him. If thefe 
have been the r^al reafons of our coming* 
hcr^, our behaviour in this place, as well as 
fifter we arc returned to oUr Homes, wift 
JnconCeftibly demonftratc them, both to 
others and ourfelVes. . Have we then.pi^yecl 
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with ferveocy ; have wc heard with reve- 
rence ; have we fung with devotion ? But 
^rther, when you are gone out of this 
houfe, is your whole condufl: fuch as be- 
cometh lovers of God ? I will not fay to 
men profeffing themfelves to be fo, are you 
guilty of oppreflion, or flander, or fwearing, 
or gluttony, or luft ; for I will not fuppofe 
a difciple of Chrift to live in a courfe of 
open and deliberate crimes : but, are you 
pious and exeqiplary in all parts of chriftian 
condudi, after that great and only model fet 
before us, the word of God. Do you pray 
with your families, and by yourfelves, daily: 
do you read the holy fcriptures frequently : 
do you converfc as often as you can upon 
religious fubjedts : are you bountiful in your 
alms, if rich j or patient under your po- 
verty, if poor : are you grieved to hear an 
ill report of your neighbour, and do you en- 
deavour to ftop, or corredt it, as truth and 
charity may require : are you humble and 
eafy to be intreated : are you patterns,. 
in fliort, to others, as becometh chrif-^ 
tians, fo that the gofpel may be clearly feen 
and refpedled through you ? 

It 



( ^77 ) 

It is impoflible for me to afk every que/"- 
tion that deferves an anfwer from you on this 
fubjeft. All I can fay is this '5 that if you 
really love God^ (and without the love of 
God here, you can never fee his face here- 
after,) you will make it your chief bufinefs 
to learn his will, and to do it ; and not to do 
it according to the general faihion of the 
world, but as the Bible teaches, and you fee 
the beft men praftife it/ 

This, however, is very clear j that whoever 
omits one duty, or commits one fin, regu- 
larly and allowedly through the courfe of his 
life, is no real lover of God, or inward dif- 
ciple of Chrift ; nor will he be faved, accord- 
ing to all our paft revelations, in that great 
day when the penitent arm reformed (inner 
only fhall be accepted. 
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DISCOURSE XVI. 



MATTHEW XXII. 40. 

ON THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS HANG ALL 
THE LAW, AND THE PROPHETS. 

The two commandments to which our 
favlour refers, as containing in them alone 
;the fubftance of all religion, are thefej 
*^ thou (halt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy mind,, an4 
with all thy foul, and with all thy l(lrength-^ 
This is the firft and great commandment; 
and the fecond is like unto it. ^' Thou 
ihalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf." From 
thefe two cominandnaents, fays he, faith- 
fully obferved, may be deduced with eafe, 
and in their jufi extent, all thofe duties 
!ivhich made 4ip the body of the former dif- 
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penfations of religion, cither under the ty- 
pical law of Mofes, or the more evangeli- 
cal interpretation of the prophets. 

We may now, indeed, argue further than our 
Lord thought proper to do with this jewifli 
doftor, andobferve, thatthefecomprehenfive 
principles of love to God and man, muft 
neceflarily contain in them the fubftance of 
all the law ; of every poflible precept and 
prohibition that can be given. Do we love 
God ? We fhall relpeft his name, and his 
day, and his word, and every thing that 
relates to him ; and ihall as much delight 
in performing with exadlnefs every part of 
his holy will, as the dutiful child to watch 
the eye of his indulgent father before his 
commands can break out to him in words. 
Does a man love his neighbour ? He cannot 
Injure, or opprefs, or defpife, or calumni- 
ate whom he loves. But St. Paul hath 
ftated this argument fo very fully, in his 
epiftle to the Romans, that he fhall be 
our expofitor on this part of the precept of 
his divine mafler. *' Owe no man any 
thing," fays he, *' but to love one another : 
for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the 
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kw. For this, thou (halt not commit adul- 
tery, thou (halt not kill, thou (halt not fteal, 
thou (halt not bear falfe witnefs, thou flialt 
not covet ; and if there be any other com- 
mandment, it is briefly comprehended in 
this faying, namely, thou fhalt love thy 
neighbour as thyfelf. Love worketh no ill 
to his neighbour, therefore, love is the ful- 
filling of the law." 

Thus have we acquired, by the indul- 
gence of our Lord and his apoftle, the 
great key of heaven, that will let every 
man that ufeth it, at the fame time, into 
its duties and rewards. It will fave us 
the labour of turning over the ftatute-book; 
and imprinting on our memories the parti- 
cular letter of the law : love willingly adapts 
itfelf to every duty, and not only weaves 
it into its proper place, but carries it to that 
point of perfedtion, which reafon indeed 
may dired: and approve, but paffion only 
can inftigate and complete. Love will be 
fubmiflive to its fuperiors, friendly to its 
equals, courteous to thofe in lower ftations, 
pitiful to the diftrefled : it willanfwer theapof- 
tle'saccountof himfelf, " it will be all things 
to all men;" pr his beautiful defcription of 

It 
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heart which he has made : his rewards arc 
inherent, and in himfelf, and as infinite ai 
the perfedlions of his nature : he adopts^ 
therefore, the principle of love whenever he 
diftates a religion, both as that which will 
alone make the obedience of his children 
valuable and complete, and which his pe- 
liar attributes of omnifcience and omni- 
potence, alfo enable him to reward or 
pTinifli. 

Surely, a due attention to this confidera- 
tion would demonftrate, to every refledt- 
ing unbeliever, the divine authority of the 
gofpel of Jefus Chrift. It is founded in- 
tirely on love, in oppofition to thofe pal- 
try fchemes which men have invented for 
the like purpofes. It is, indeed, derived 
only from his love to us, and completed 
only by our love to him. It was introduced 
at firft with thefe gracious words of the an- 
gels, *' Glory to God in the higheft; on 
earth peace ; good-will towards men." It 
was again preached to us in thefe endear- 
ing expreflions, *' he that loveth not, 
knowethnot God; for God is love." ** In 
this was manifefted the love of God towards 
tis, becaufe that 'God fent his only-begotten 
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fbjo into the world, that . we might live 
through him." ** Herein is love : not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
fent his fon to be the propitiation for our 
fins." *' Beloved, if God fo loved us, we 
ought alfo to love one another." 

But we will further confider the nature of 
thefe divine precepts, as productive of the 
higheft poffible happinefs to man ; which is 
the fecond great objed of religion. 

If we confider, in general, the materials 
of its compofition, a religion founded up- 
on univerfal love is one of thofe grand ideas 
Avhich fills and foothes the human miiid ^ 
aaid is naturally fitted to b« entertained by 
it, with the utmoft complacency and de- 
light. The mind of man was originally 
formed for noble conceptions, and ftill of- 
tentimes expands itfelf with peculiar fatis- 
fadtion in fublime ideas. When it is told, 
therefore, in the holy fc rip tu res, that *' God is 
love;" that this is the great chain which unites 
man and angel, and archangel and God 5 
that it draws us to him as to a centre, and 
to one another as coherent parts ; that it 
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the ftandard would be furled ; the foWicr 
would return to his loom, and to his fpade, 
while his fpear and his fword were beat in- 
to pruning-hooks and plough -fliares, on the 
anvil of the fmith. What a noble and ex- 
tenfive plan of happinefs does this hold out 
to the delighted mind ? Navies carrying, 
plenty, inftead of defolation, to the adjacent 
coafts : religion, and learning, and agricul- 
ture, and the arts, uniting and ornamenting 
the moft diftant countries ; whilft the kings 
of the earth laid afide their ambitious views^ 
and their jealoulies, and their hatreds, and 
their fears, and all that train of little paf- 
fions, which want of wifdom introduced, 
and want of grace hath continued amongft 
us, under the name of ** myfteries of go- 
vernment." Now, fo much wifer are we 
than our Bibles, that the profperity of a ftatc 
fuppofes the ruin, or the decline, at leaft, of 
that of its neighbour's; and no one can 
pretend to the charader of a politician, or a 
foldier, without ceafing to be a chriftian, 
and a man. We " kill our thoufands, and 
our ten thoufands," in a war of ambition, 
or taxation, or to extend our trade, or upoa 
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a point of ceremony ;* not confidering that 
the life of one man is of more value in the 
fight of God, than all the wealth and glo- 
ries of this world put together; and ought 
therefore to have been preferred to all the 
ipices of Amboyna, and all the gold-mines 
of Peru.'f 

But, with regard to internal government j 
' what a blefled thing were it both for thofe 
who govern and thoie who obey, if thefo 
precepts of our Lord were the only model 
of the laws and cuftoms qf any country ! 
** thou (halt love thy God with all thy 
heart, and thy neighbour as thyfelf." Were 
thefe recognifed at the council-board, and io 
the fenate, and re-echoed from the village 
and the field, what an eafy fcene of fubor- 
dination would appear! governors would 
not opprefs their fubjeds, fubjeds would 

not 

* The only plea ofFered by our court for beginning the 
lecond Dutch war of Charles the iecond, was their fleet 
not ftriking the flag to one of bis majefty's yachts. Se^ 
Gampbeirs Naval Hiftory, edit. 1/79, voL 2* pages 135, 
and 164. 

t Happy if the Dutch and Spaniards had thought fb^ 
who pra£Ufed, each of them, the moft unchriftian cruelties 
to fecure the produce of thefe countries to tb^mfdvest 
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not rcfift their governors; the common 
intereft would be the common care; the 
only concern with each would be, to perfed 
the particular part affigned him. There 
would be no oppreffive taxes for unfeafon- 
dble exertions either of (hew or force ; no 
perfecution for difference in religious fenti- 
ments ; no encroachment upon the life, li- 
berty. Or property, of the meaneft fubjeft; 
kings would, indeed, be the nurfing fathers 
of their people; the people would fhcw 
themfelves the obedient children of their 
kings. The lame principles would fpread 
the fame peace both over private families and 
individuals : indeed, they have ftronger ties 
to this harmony, than larger focieties. Na- 
ture has already made them fathers, brothers, 
lifters, — but the names of thefe relations 
would be loft in the duties of their charafter ; 
for all the old men would be reverenced as 
fathers, the younger would love as brethren, 
the younger women ** as lifters, with all pu- 
rity :" the charities of life would be as uni- 
verfal as life itfelf : want and ftrife would 
ccafe : the proftitute, the gamefter, the flan- 
derer, and the duellift, would be unknown : 

all 



V 291 )• 

all thefe fbparate families would be one great 
family of love. 

Such is the real pifture of a chriftian 
world, a chriflian kingdomi and a chriAian 
family. And one would think that the folid 
advantages arifing from fuch a principle, if 
univerfally pradtifed by beings who are con- 
fcfledly in queft of happinefs, would not fail 
to recommend it to their clofe and intimate 
cultivation. Here, therefore, I might not 
improperly conclude. But there are two mo- 
tives alfo to thefe charities fo very cogent, 
as not to be omitted in a difcourfe of this 
nature, though I fhall only hint them very 
briefly to your confideration . 

And thefe are, firil, as we are men, and 
brethren by nature; fecondly, as we are 
chriftians, and brethren by grace. 

As we are men, we are united by the 
fame blood, made by the fame hand, fprung 
from the fame anceftor, fubjed to the fame 
wants ; how can I forbear adding, that we 
Ihould " love as brethren, be pitiful, be 
courteous." One of the moft graceful 
fayings in all antiquity, is reported of 
the emperor Titus. As he rccollefted one 
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evening that he had done no benevolent ac- 
tion to any of his fubjedls, he faid to his 
friends who were aboqt him^ *^ I have loft 
a day." And it is for the honour of human 
nature, as well as of this humane prince^ 
that it was recorded by his hiftorian. For, 
if any man can recolleft a day, wherein he 
has neither done a kind a£lion, nor faid a 
kind thing, nor advifed, nor inflru£ted, nor 
prayed to God for the welfare of his brother, 
he ought to confider that day as loft to the 
principal purpofes of living, both as a mem- 
ber of fociety, and a man. 

But we are chrlftians alfo as well as men; 
at leaft we profefs ourfelves io be fo. A 
man who has languiflied for years together, 
with his fellow-prifoner in a dungeon, would 
hardly grudge relieving his diftrefs from his 
own late-reftored abundance, or entertain 
refentment againft him on their releafe for 
fome little mifinterprctation of words, or a. 
negledt of ceremony,, or even fome fault in 
his brother fufFerer, if he was afterwards 
fenfible of, and forry for it. The joy which 
he felt on the occafion himfelf, would make 
him pity the failings of others, and difjJofe 
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his heart in general to benevolence and peace. 
And were we equally fcnfiWe of our advan- 
tages in the preaching of Jefus Chrift, wc 
fhould be equally difpofed to forgive, and 

to comfort, and to love our fcllow-chrif- 

< 

tians. For what are the little intereAs of thi< 
life, which occafion our felfiflmeiTes, and 
heart-burnings, and ftrifes, to the man who 
is born again to the expedlation of a better 
world, and places all his hopes in the riches 
and glories of a future immortality ? The 
way of falvation is opened by his faviour : 
and that is the treafure wherein he places his 
heart. He has a crown of glory laid up for 
him in heaven : what has he to do with 
ambition here ? No ! where there is peace 
and joy within, it will naturally difFufe itfelf 
without ; it will even long for a proper fub- 
jed to exert itfelf upon ; it will embrace 
every opportunity it can lay hold of. This 
is the cafe of God : were we full of his fpirit, 
we fhould be full of his works. 

** Be ye, therefore, followers of God, as 

> 

dear children. And this is the command- 
ment, that we fhould believe on the name of 
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bis fbn Jefus Chrift, and love one another, 
as he gave us commandment. And he that 
keepeth his commandments, dwelleth in 
him, and |ie in him : and hereby we know 
that he abideth in us, by the fpirit which he 
hath givett us/* 
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DISCOURSE XVII. 



PHILIPPIANS III. 7, 8.* 

BUT WHAT THINGS WERE GAIN TO ME, THOSE 
I COUNTED LOSS FOR CHRIST. YEA, DOUBT- 
LESS, AND I 'COUNT ALL THINGS BUT LOSS, 
FOR THE EXCELLENCY OF THE KNOWLEDGE 
OF CHRIST JESUS MY LORD. 

In the verfes immediately before this 
paflage, the apoftle had besn magnifying 
to the Philippians the feveral advantages 
that belonged to him as a jew: and they 
appear to have been very great to any mem- 
ber of that fociety, wrhether we confider 
them in a religious or civil light. For he 
had not only been initiated into all the cere- 
monies, and ** walked in all the ordinances 
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* Preached at the archdeacon's vifitation at Halftead, 
May 20j 1784. 
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of the law blamclefs ;" but had expreffcd 
fuch uncommon zeal, and difplayed fuch 
high abilities in its fupport, as mufl endear 
him to the profeflbrs of his nation, And 
entitle him to every privilege it could af- 
ford. But thefe^ fays he, reputation, and 
rank, and wealth, and all that the world 
counts gain ; thefe, I was not only ready to 
forego, but *' I counted them even lofs for 
Chrift :' as the riches of a mariner in the 
llorm> who confidcrs only their incum- 
brance, I caft them willingly into the deep, 
when the keeping of them minifter peril, 
or obftruft the fafe failing of the veflel 
wherein I have embarked my fortune and 
my life. And then he adds that noble decla- 
ration, wherein it befits every chriftian now 
to join, ** yea, doubtlefs, and I count all 
things but lofs ;** every thing that the world 
holds dear ; honour, power, fubfiftence, and 
good name ; the countenance of the great, 
and the confolations even of the kind, ** for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift 
Jefus my Lord/' 

Thefe words, as I faid before, are a pat^ 
tern for every chriftian. Yet I will not fay 

that 
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that the clrcumftances of all chriAians are 
like thofe of our apoftle : perhaps few, if 
any in the world, and certainly none of this 
age or country, have their faith exerciicd bjr 
fuch trials as he underwent. In this very 
paffage he fpcaks of ** fufFcring the lofs of 
all things for Jefus Chrift;" by which he 
probably means what had already happened^ 
his being caft out of the iynagogue, plun- 
^dered of his private fortune, and feeling 
all the heavy and difgraceful penalties of 
the jcwifh church and ftate, for his fuppofed 
hercfy and defeftion from both. And iit 
another part of his writings, he gives a de- 
. fcription of a whole life fpent in the acutefk 
diftreffes, to which any man's mind or body 
could be expofed j and which he declares 
to have been his cWn cafe in the cx- 
crcife of his apoftolic fundion. And, at 
laft, we know that he was offered up a fa* 
crifice to tryth upon the altar of pagan fu- 
perftition. 

But, though the fame circumftances do 
not await us, the fame principle ought to 
infpire us. It is not the circumftances that 
piakie the cjiriftiaij. They will difcovcr in* 

deed 
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deed whether he is fo, as the refiner's fire 
diftinguiihes the gold : but, if the gold is 
not in the ore, all the fire in the world will 
not bring it out : our apofUe's faith then 
would have been the fame whether it had 
been put to this fevcrc trial or not. And fuch 
mud ours be alfo, of the fame texture and 
folidity, if we expeS it to be wrought into 
the crown of a difciple : ** for the love of 
Chrid conftraineth us," as much as it could 
the apoftle Paul, or anyone martyr of thofc 
primitive times. We are created by the 
fame God, redeemed through the fame Lord, 
/an<5tified by the fame fpirit, . The fame 
obligations mufl entail the fame duties. 
There muft be, therefore, in all chriflians, 
the fame rcfignation of themfelves, the fame 
ardent devotion to the heavenly will. And, 
though we are not likely to be called to fuf- 
fer for him, in the fame degree as the apof* 
tie Paul ; yet we ought to be ready to fuffer 
that, whatever it is, which God expeds 
from us ; fo that his name be not difhonour- 
ed, at leafl through our lukc-warmnefs. 
It would not be amifs, at fome times, 
to fupppfe the worft that may happen; 

and 
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and to fortify bur minds by meditating on 
the examples, and by ftudying the precepts 
of the word of God ; fo, likewife, by habi- 
tually performing adls of the moft pure con- 
fecration of ourfelves to his glory, that wt 
may be ready to follow, with undaunted 
ftep, on the moft defperate fervice we may 
be called to by the captain of our falvation. 

But we will now limit the precife ufc 
that we fhould make of this fplendid paf- 
fage before us. 

We will not fuppofe, then, either the life, 
or limb, or eftate of any chriftian to be in 
danger of pofitive damage at this day, by the 
purcft profeflion of his religion. Yet fo 
far we muft fuppofe, as the world is at prc- 
fent circumftanced, that we /hall lofe fomc 
of its favour by ftri(Sly doing our duty as 
chriftians, that we {hall not be in the fame 
repute for wifdom and credit, in the famtf 
fullnefs of ihcreafing wealth, nor pofleffed 
of its affedions, as well as of its refpedt, in 
the fame manner and degree as are the more 
eafy and pliant members of fociety. A 
form of religion will be pardoned in us, 

if we wear it fo a§ to fhew that it is but t 
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form; but an inward heartfelt devomn 
to the whole will of the fupreme being, and 
an outward exprefiion of the charadteriftic 
duties of the new Teftament, is not fo eaiily 
fufiered by worldly minded men, without in- 
curring their hatred or contempt. For, how 
j(hould chriflian n>eeknefs be received other- 
wife than with contempt, by the forward ; 
or chriflian humility, by the oftentatious ; or 
chriftian feifiournefs by the gay ? How odious 
and impertinent muft chriftian piety appear 
to the ielf-fufBcient man of the world : or 
chriftian charity and candour to the cenfori- 
ous companion ? A chriftiian may, indeedi 
have learning, elegance, and tafte ; and thefc 
you fay will not fail to make him agreeable : 
but all the powers of pleafing, which are 
natural to a fine imagination, muft: be frozen 
for want of complacency and attention : and 
his humour, wit, and other accompliih- 
ments, be they what they may, muft lofe 
their force through a defcft of faftik>n, both 
in the topics and modes of their conveyance. 
His air and manners alfo muft become for- 
mal, when deprived of confidence in hi? 
company, and eafc under their flight and 
reproach. He is not likely then to be 

invited 
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invited to the tables of the rich, the le- 
vees of the great, or the aflemblies of the 

polite ; nay, he will be treated with cool- 

nefs by thofe who are forced to know him, 

and avoided as ftrange and uncouth by thofe 

who do not. 

Thefe checks, and difadvantages, and 

Icffer perfecutions, are ,what every chrilUan 
is confeiTedly bound to make light ofj 
daily and hourly, if opportunity offers, 
^' for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Chrift Jefus his Lord," And every man 
will do this with pleafure, with fatisfaflion, 
and gladnefs, as well as exa<5tnefs, if he is a 
chriftian. A chriftian, (I fpeak it with re- 
verence of the charader as it lies in the 
new Teftament, and with regret at thofe imi- 
tations of it, which I fee daily pradtifed,) 
is one of the moft refined and exalted of hu- 
man beings. *' He is paffed from death 
unto life ;" how (hould the terrors of the 
world intimidate, the cenfures of it morti- 
fy, or the rewards and honours of it inflame 
him ? He walks by faith and not by fight ; 
his converfation, his citizenfliip is in hea- 
ven ;" '* his meat and drink is to do the 

will 



will of his father which is in heaven/' 
What then muft be his conclufions, when 
he takes the book of God into his hand, 
and reads thefe awful words ? ** Love not 
the world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the 
love of the father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world, the luft of the flefh, and 
luft of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the father, but is of the world. And the 
world paffeth away, and the luft thereof: 
but he that doeth the will of God, abidcth 
for ever." " I befeech you, therefore^ 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
prefent your bodies a living facrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reafon- 
able fervice. And be not conformed to this 
world ; but be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your minds." ** Mortify your 
members which are on the earth." ** Set 
your aifeftions upon things abov6." 

If fuch are the duties of the chriflian life, 
(and fuch they are defcribed to us in the 
new Teftament,) what other conclufion can 
be drawn, than that every chriftian's life 
ought to fuit with this defcription ? The 

new 
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new Tcftament is the only rule by which 
wc can tell whether we are chriftians : for 
that is what wc muft live by here, and be 
judged by hereafter: it contains the very 
grant, and commands of our mafler : the 
peculiar and charafteriftic marks of our pro- 
feffion. Now, in common life, we fliould 
not count him* an officer, however legally 
commiffioned, who difobeyed, in its princi- 
pal parts, the very commiffion by which he 
was appointed to his office : nor him a foU 
dier, though enrolled as fuch in all the 
forms, and appearing daily upon the parade, 
who preferred, during adtual fervice, his own 
humours to the command of his officer : 
the one would be broke ; the other inftantly 
cafhiered. Whereas we call, and count 
ourfelves chriftians, while we negleft the 
leading and peculiar duties of the chrif- 
tian life, only becaufe our fathers had us 
baptized in a church when we were born ; 
which we vifit occafionally when we are not 
otherwife engaged, and propofe being bu- 
ried in, or about it, when wc come to die. 
But thefe outw^ird forms, though highly pro- 
per to be obferved in their place and order, 

do 
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do not of themfelves make a chriftian. For 
I can conceive a chri(lian without any of 
tbem» (as was the cafe with the penitent 
thief upon the crofs,) but I can not con- 
ceive a chriftian without faith and love^ 
like thofe of our apoflle ; nor without the 
moft perfeft reiignation to the will of God, 

the advancement of his glory, and the purity 
of the gofpeU before his own profit or credit 
in the world • Nay, if you reftrained him 
from meditating daily on the word of God, 
from living in communion with him, and 
giving up his interefts to thofe of the gof- 
pel, you would mortify him in the moft fen- 
iiblc manner. He could not but defire to do, 
and join in every thing that he knew was ac- 
ceptable to his mafter ; for *' love is ftrohg^ 
as death,'' and it is the meat and drink of a 
truly good man to do the will of his fathcf 
which is in heaven. 

To be a chriftian, then, is fomething 
more than to be a good neighbour, and an 
honeft man; it is " to put off the old, and 
put on a new nature ;" it is, in Ihort, to 
Jhave a newfet of averfions and defires ; it is 
no longer to ** feek the honour thatcometh 

of 
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of mep," '' the lufts of the flefli/' or »^ the 
pride of life j" but it i$ to *♦ feck the honour 
that Cometh of God only^" to ** love him 
with all the hearty and foul> and mind^ and 
ftrength :" to promote his glory at the ex- 
penfc of eafe, and riches, and health, and 
reputation, and life itfelf j if called to any, 
or all of thefe trials : to think nothing, in- 
deed, of the advantages of this world in 
comparifon of the greater and overbearing 
influence of the world to come. 

This was the chriftianity, at leaft, of St. 
Paul : and, if the gofpel was received by us 
with the fame fimplicity, and unmixed with 
any worldly view, it would ftill aflurcdly be 
produ.dtive of the fanje powerful and exten- 
fivc efFedts. I affirmed, therefore, very 
fparingly, when I faid that fuch a charader 
would fo far imitate the apoftle's conduft 
at this day ; a. charafter, which, after making 
every allowance for change of cuftoms that 
may be defired, would not omit any oppor- 
tunity of fupporting virtue, or repreffing 
▼ice that was put into his hands, though 
it fhould expofe him to the imputation of 
weaknefs, and ill-breeding, and deprive him 

U of 
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of fotnc advantages arifing from the good 
will of fociety, and fomc pecuniary fup- 
, ports in the way of his trade or profcflion. 
But, let us more minutely obferve our 
chriftian, a$ he journeys along the path of 
life. It will make us acquainted at leaft 
With his views and principles, and we may 
fee how far they agree with our own. His 
mind is habitually engaged in the moft fer- 
vent prayer to God, the moft thankful ac- 
knowledgement of his mercies, and the 
moft intire refignatlon to his wilL He con- 
fiders, as far as he is able, what Chrift 
hath done for him. This fets a new 
edge and temper upon all his thoughts : his 
duties are no longer thofe of a fervant, but 
of a deeply obliged friend. Supported by 
the fpirit of God, and inflamed with holy 
love, the things of this world make but little 
impreflion upon him. He accepts them 
thankfully, indeed, when they are before him; 
but he does not figh after them, when they 
are with-held. His defires and longings 
are of another caft, to promote the glory of 
God, to procure the fociety of good men, 
and to reftore his Ijrjethren to happinefs. In 

furtherance 
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lurthcrance of thefc ends, the word o( GocJ 
is his rule, and common itr\(t diredls its ap- 
plication. He is invited perhaps or drawn 
by bufinefs into company : he hears lewd 
and licentious converfation, and profane 
oaths : he corredls them, if in a fuperior^ 
with refped:; if in an inferior, with autho- 
rity. It may be, that his reproofe do no 
great fervice at the time ; yet, being deli- 
vered with wifdom, and in the fpirit of 
meeknefs and the gofpel, they may probably 
have their weight afterward : and, if not on 
the offender,, yet they may have great- influ- 
ence towards' confirming fome of the com- 
pany in the principles and behaviour of a 
Jferious chriftian. At all events, as the de- 
clared friend of God, he has difcharged his 
duty as became him, and which both fcrip- 
ture and reafon tell him was due to his bene- 
fadlor. 

But, upon fomeperfons, his ftrongeft repre- 
fentatioris will, clearly, have no eflfedl. The 
weight of worldly pomp or power will only 
afFeift worldly men ; efpecially thofe of the 
lower rank, who have been accuftomed to 
be dircdtcd by outward authority. To con- 
found profligacy, therefore, and to imprefs 

U 2 terror. 
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terror, he will call in the affiftance of the 
laws of his country, and will not be afliam'- 
cd to appear before the magiftrate in de- 
fence of them. It hath happened' that 
the' name of an informer in fupport of 
the laws, is grown more odious than that 
of an offender againfl them. But what 
is that to our fincere chriftian ? In fupport 
of God's honour, and of chriftian morals, 
he will take up this crofs alfo with a willing^ 
hand *' for the excellency of the knowle(^ 
of Chrift Jefus his Lord." The difgrace 
indeed is fo manifeftly ill^fbiinded ; owing 
to the artful mifrcprefentaticn' of bad: men, 
and the folly of weak ones ; that there is 
not a more honourable office in the: commu- 
nity, than that of bringing vice and pro- 
fanenefs to legal punifhment, at the ap- 
parent ri(k of offending many, with the 
certain lofs of time, and pleafure, and with- 
out any fee or reward. 

In all companies, and converfations, he 
will be particularly attentive to fupport the 
mtcrefts of his God, and the honour of rdi* 
gion and virtue* Bad men, for. no gocd ends,, 
have now given fuch perverfions^ to coUcJ-' 



({ 209 )) 

quial language^ as, .with .an eafy manner and 
addrefs, muft grcatlyitend toxorirupt the un- 
principled minds of youth, and thofe who 
do not think and reafon for themfdlves. 
©runkennefs, adultery, and murder, one 
-would think were crimes as odious, and as 
irreconcikble as any thing could be with 
cihriftian principles. Yet, in mdft compa- 
nies, he wilbhear even thefe lightly: oenfured ; 
•and> if they happen to be joined -with other 
companionlble qualities, the drunkard is 
only an honeft fellow ; the adulterer, aman » 
of gallantry; and thedudlift, agentleman, 
a man of fpirit and 'honour: he will hear 
none of them mentioned in their proper 
terms, or with any marks of peculiar difap^ 
probation, andthelaft, if he is theaccepterof 
a challenge, approved. But our true chrif- 
ttan, with the word of God in'his hei3irt,is 
ever ready to apply it faithfully in the vindi- 
cation of the honour of his maker, and of his 
own conduct. ** -Whofo fheddcth man's 
blood, by man (hall his bloo4'be Ihed." 
*' 'Whoremongers, and adulterers, God 
will judge." ** Drunkennefs, revcllings, 
and fuch like: they who do. fuch things, 
fhill not inherit the kingdom of God. 

U 3 Such 
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Such will be the general courfe of his 
convcrfationi even in mixed companies, 
drawing it^ as often as he can^ to religious 
and moral fubjeils ; or however, not ceafing 
to redlify the mifconceptlons which arife in it 
from the evil cuftoms of an evil world. But 
in the chofen fociety of good men, his heart 
will pour out itfelf in honour of God and virr 
tue : he will lay plans for the advanceialent of 
pradical religion : he will give w^y to his ge- 
nuine feelings, of horror at viqe ; of pity for 
the vicious ; and of love for the pious of every 
rank and communion. In fuch company, 
and with fuch views, he will hardly be at lei*!- 
fure to attend to the little interefts and com- 
petitions of the world, The feeds of wrath, 
and of envy, and of avarice, can find no 
rooni to fpread in his heart. He will pro- 
bably negledl many fair opportunities of 
enriching ^nd aggrandizing himfelf : he will 
certainly never take any but what are fo. 
He cpniiders himfelf as a paflcnger only to a 
better country: he does not feek for his 
children an high eftablifhment in this life; 
he defires only what will carry them de- 
cently through it. And if God has given 

him 
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him wealth, either by inheritance or the 
common profits of his profeflion, he will 
employ the fuperfluity in afts of real boun- 
ty : not in hoarding, or in vain expenfe ; 
but in relieving the fick, and employing 
the induftrious. If his means are but 
moderate, he will ftill relieve fuch out of 
his frugality. He will reftrain himfelf in 
the outward appearances of life ; his table, 
his furniture, his drefs: or, in its inno- 
cent and allowable indulgences of ornament 
and tafte; nay, he will ** work with his 
hands, (if fuch be his ftation,) that he may 

have to give to him that needeth," If his 
country at large require his afliftance,he will 
cheerfully yield it that ailiftance which he 
has been ufed to give to the meaneft of its 
individuals : he will defend it with his 
perfon> his abilities, his purfe. But thefe 
are only expedled on extraordinary occafions. 
In peaceful times, he will " pray for its 
profperity;" abftain from its plunder; fupply 
thofe offices with willingnefs, which no 
man feeks as they are unprovided with falary 
or reward ; and, in that important truft of 
Vpting for its reprefentativcs, now fo little 
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regarded or underftood, he will take care to 
keep himfelf free from all premature and 
hafly engagements : he will be fwayed nei- 
ther by intcreft, nor fear, nor favour, nor af- 
fedion; but will fend fuch prudent ajid 
independent men to its councik, as he fhall 
really think will be moft likely to promote 
theinterefts of the ftate. 

Such are the views and pradices 6f our 
chriftian. To urge nearer duties would be 
injpertinent, after having (hewn his atten- 
tion to the moft remote. Thofe of afon, 
a brother, a hufband, a father, and a friend, 
are all wound up and inclofed in the veiy 
»charadler. Love to the God of virtue is his 
principle ; and this, both makes him love vir- 
tue for its own fake, and in its utmoft extent : 
moreover, he can never be at reft, as long 
as the objedt exifts upon which it is to adt, 
and opportunities offer themfelves to call it 
out. Every day then will be the fame, a 
day of fervent faith and obedience, till the 
extremity of age, or weaknefs, begin to dif- 
ablehim for adive fervices. Then m^edi- 
tation will take place of action ; but he will 
ftill be a bleffing to thofe who are near him, 

and 
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and to thiniftlf, -In his bed, and on ^his 
couch, he will be patient and refigncd j he 
will contemplate, with complacency, his 
approaching releife andirenov^tion ; he will 
commit himfelf to God, his conftant fup- 
porter and friend. 

** My days, he will fay, are linking faft, 
my infirmities are coming upon me; but 
what great reafon have I to thank the father 
of all things for my prefent, though weak 
and weary, condition. I would not exchange 
it for the mod vigorous health of vice, with 
all the high additions of pomp and prof- 
perity. My ills are only thofe of pafling 
nature; a little languor, and a little pain: 
but my comforts are from God himfelf, 
ever prefent, immovable, and increafing. 
It was he who firft ftirred my heart to de- 
vote itfelf to him, and turn from worldly 
pleafure, riches, and honour. I have now 
the fatisfadlion of knowing, that there is no 
honour, like his fervice ; no riches or plea- 
fure, like the aflurance of a blefled immor- 
tality. My heart has long rejoiced under 
'his influence, and now glows' with the 
thought of nearer communion with him. 

Be 
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Be the things of this world theirs, whom 
they may concern : be it 'mine9 to have 
ferved God faithfully upon earth, and to 
know him more perfedly in heaven." 
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DISCOURSE XVIIL 



PHILIPPIANS III. 8.* 

AKD DO COUNT THEM BUT DUNO, THAT I l^AY 

WIN CHRIST. 

I THINK it is univerfally acknowledged, 
that the apoftle Paul was a veiy extraordi- 
nary perfon. His parts and learning would 
have commanded refpcft in any ftate, where 
thofc qualities were held in efteem ; but his 
particular circumftanqes in that, where he was 
born, muft have raifed him , to the higheft 
rank in it. He was " a citizen of no mean 
city \' " of the tribe of Benjamin/' ac- 
counted one of the moft honourable ; . ^' a 
pharifee, and the fon of a pharifee/' the 
ipoft reputabljB fedl of religionifts among the 

jews; 
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jews ; had " fat at the feet of Gamaliel," 
the moft learned teacher of that learned fed, 
whence " he had profited (as he tells us 
himfelf) above many, his equaU, of his own 
nation ;" " was more exceedingly zealous 
for the traditions of his fathers, in oppofi- 
tion to that religion which was every where 
fpoken againft," but more particularly by the 
governing party at Jerufalem ; and thus he 
became fo well fitted to decide upon the law, 
• both according to the knowledge and preju- 
dices of that time, that he muft gradually 
have forced his way to a feat in the fanhe- 
drim, or fenate of the people of the jews. 
Thus he had given, as it were, into his 
hands, reputation, and .power, and riches, 
and eafe. But thefe, you fee, he 'threw 
from him ; nay, he fpeaks of them in terms 
of the grcateft contempt ; he ** counts them 
but as dung." This is not the language of 
a man of the world, though it is of one, 
** of whom the world was not worthy." 
Doubtlefs, our apoftle hadhis reafonsfor 
this conduft : for it does not any where ap- 
pear that he was an enthufiaft. Yet, even a 

wife man muft have giant-rcafons to make us 
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heartily approve his condUift> while he thus 
difclaims every fair-acquired worldly advan- 
tage, and embraces poverty, humiliation, and 
contempt. He certainly could not chufethefe 
things for their own fakes ; for no man 
chufes evil for itfelf. It muft, therefore, be 
only comparatively confidered, and in order 
to obtain a greater good. And' what that 
good was which preponderated in his choice, 
when fet again ft all the coniforts of the. 
world, he informs us alfo in the words of 
the text, '' that he might win Chrift." This 
is an end, which, if it could not otherwifc 
he fecured, would indeed bear him out, at all 
times, with the wife, for making fucha prefe- 
rence; but more particularly in that day, when 
*' wifdom fhall be juftified of her children ;'' 
for *^ then {hall the righteous man ftand i^ 
great boldnefs, before the face of fuch as have 
made no account of his labours : and they 
(hall fay within themfelves. This was he 
whom we had fometime in derifion, and a 
proverb of reproach. We fools accounted his 
life madnefs, and his end to be without ho- 
nour. How is he numbered among the chil- 
dren 
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dren of God, and his lot ^ is among the 
faints !" 

It will now be proper to confider thofc 
reafbns, which might have urged our apoftlc 
to make the declaration in the text. 

Some of them were doubtlefs perfonal, 
and as fuch only aiFefted him as an apoftle ; 
* who muft, by his very profeffion, be expofed 
to hatred, and perfecution, and " the lofs 
of all things," even life itfelf, both from 
the jews, whofe ritual he had deferted, and 
the gentiles, whofe faith he came to over- 
turn ; and with thefe we have nothing to 
do : but fome of them, we have reafon to 
think, were general, affedling him as a pri- 
vate chriftian, and equally afFeding all chrif- 
tians in a ftate of fociety ; and thefe will be 
very proper for our conlideration. 

But, before we enter upon our inquiry 
into thefe general reafons, it will be faid, 
perhaps, that however ftrong they might 
then be againft a chriftian s entering deeply 
into the affairs of the world, when it 
was both wicked and idolatrous in its cuf- 
toms, they cannot have any weight at this 
day, when the world itfelf is become chrif- 
tian; 
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tian : fo that now we may feek them both, 
without any diftradlion : we may be candi- 
dates, at the fame time, for the favours of the 
world, and the falvation promifed in the gof- 
pel ; or, however, need not to renounce the 
emoluments, the honours, and the applaufes 
of our countrymen, as the apoftle did, while 
the motives of all our adtions are, " that we 
may win Chrift, and be found in him/' 

This reafoning is fpecious ; and I am well 
aware of the prejudice with which thofe 
dodlrines are received which militate againft 
the purfuit of prefent indulgence and enjoy- 
ment. This is an age of diffi'pation ; the 
. arts of gratifying the fenfes are at their 
height 5 and, indeed, we feem to think that 
We have no other bufmefs in the world. 
We arc willing, therefore, to fuppofe, that 
it was proper for the apoftles and primitive 
chriftians to be cold tothefe things ; but can- 
not fo readily admit that their dodlrine has 
any thing to do with their fucceflbrs. Yet, 
furely, there is but the fame way to heaven 
now that there was then, which muft be by fit- 
ting ourfelves for its employments, by wean- 
ing ourfelves from things of fenfe, " by 

fetting 
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letting our afFedions on things^. above/' by- 
annihilating our own defires in thofc of pod, 
and by loving and looking up to him as our 
only folid comfort, and trufting in him alone 
for our fupport in this world, as well as fal- 
vation in that which is to come. And, 
therefore, fuppofing the world not to lead to 
the commiffion of adlual crimes, even with, 
thofe who are moft hacknied in its ways, 
(which is a queftion I fhall not enter upon 
at prefent,) yet the main reafon flill fubfifts^ 
why we fhould be very fufpicious of its aU 
lurements, and very moderate in the deiirc 
and ufc of it. The indulgencies of fenfe 
are apt, by inflaming our paflions, to miflead 
our judgments, to give a wrong bias to our 
ruling principle, to pin us down to the gra- 
tification of appetite, to weaken or withdraw 
our affeftions from God ; and, above all, to 
make us admire and imitate, as the highefl 
point of perfedlion, thofe brilliant, felf-fup- 
porting qualities, which have puffed up many 
elevated characters, both of ancient and mo- 
dern times, beforcL that modeft, unprefuming, 
humble deportment, which is the diftin- 
guiihing feature in the gofpel of Jefu3 Chrift. 

But 
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But the world, you fay, is now chriftian; 
let me then adc, how long it is £nce it became 
fo ? It is, indeed, more than ifeventecn hun- 
dred years fince Chrift was born ; and every 
civilized nation in Europe, I allow, admits the 
ceremonies and the fcripturcs of our religion 
among them ; and in the municipal hws of 
fome, particularly our own, infupportof the 
Lord's day, and thofe againft profane fwear- 
ing, brothels, gaming, druhkennefs, and 
tippling, there are ftro^g traces to be found 
of an inward fenfe of chriftian , duties and 
morals. 

Neyerthelefs, when we confider how thefe 
laws are put into .execution; how any man 
who attempts it, is difcouraged both by the 
fuperior and inferior ranks in his ne;^hbour«- 
hood j how the governing part of every fwicty 
inEurqpeare takingeyery advantage th^eypof- 
£l}ly pan againft tfacir axljtoining flates, daily 
xi^urdering, and hurning, and plundering, 
at^. deilroying ; (and all under the jargon of 
thofe words, " layvfu^ w^r," by whicji cye-^ 
ry ,thing is done that is lunjuft, an^ confe* 
qu^Cttly; Unlawful} j) thefe' likib^ coiifidered. 
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vvc cannot fuppofe any government in Eu- 
rope to be truly and fincerely chriilian. 

If chrifllanity^ then^ is not to be found in 
the courts of kings^ it is furely to be met 
with in the places dedicated peculiarly to its 
fervke : this we will examine by its proper 
tcft, the riilc of God's word. 

It is faid of the firft chriftians, that ** they 
continued fteadfaft in the apoftles* doSrinc, 
and in breaking of breads and in prayer/* 
How do the chriftians of this kingdom 
imitate them in thefe few cflcntial particu- 
lars ? As for the apoftles' do6lrine, I be- 
licve they arc willing enough to keep it ; 
but they can wear it alfo fo loofely and com- 
inodioufly wrapped about them, as that it 
Ihall hinder neither their pleafure, their 
profit; nor their revenge. And, when wc 
coiifider how that great privilege of com- 
munion with God in public prayer is .de- 
fpifed; how formally and ieoldly our fun- 
day-fervice is performed ; how often either 
partially or totally negledted : we may 
affiirm^ it impofliMe that the bulk of oitf 
people fliould hoM themfelves as chriftians; 
dutt is^ as finners ftanding in need of hourly 

fupplies 
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fupplies of grace, wkich they know is only 
to be obtained by the moft fervent prayer 
to God, offered up to him through Jefus 
Chrift. 

Were I to go on to recite the evidences 
for our chriftianity, which are to be. found 
in our other places of common refort, or lay 
open the inclofure of our private houfes, 
where diflipation, luxury, gaming, and ex- 
travagance have rooted out family devotion, 
infl-rudion of children and fervants, cheerful 
frugality, generous relief of our poor neigh- 
bours, and holy and heavenly converfation of 
every kind; we (hould view fcenes, in general, 
that would fo little bear the light of the go A 
pel, that every page in Epidtetus, the heathen 

moralift, would make them blufh at the com- 
parifon. Sorry, then, I am, to draw the con- 
clufion which cannot but follow this account^ 
t— that our nation is not a chriftian nation. 
Not that I confider us as worfe than other na- 
tions, (in fome refpedts, I hppe we have more 
moral qualities than many,) but I do not be- 
lieve that there is, or has been, one nation in 
the world, (ince chriftianity was made a na* 
tipnal i:eligion by Conilantine, the greater or 

X 2 govern- 
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1$ not of the father^ but of the world. And 
thf world pafleth away and the luft thereof: 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever." Again; *' whofoever. will be 
the friend of the world, is the eneniy of 

God." This feems to allude to thofe ge- 
neral principles of force or fraud by which 
it is governed^ or that fenfuality in which 
it is abforbed ; both which raife a ielf im« 
portance, a felf-attention, and an impofition 
upon the weaknefs of others, utterly repug- 
nant to that dove- like fimplici^, and difin- 
tereftcd integrity, prefcribed and cxpedcd 
under the empire of Jefus Chrift. 

I will dwell, however, no longer upon 
this topic, which every chriftian'$ reading caii 
enlarge; but proceed toconfider the propriety 
of our interpretation of thgfe feveral texts, 
in the fecond argument which probably 
afiefted our apoftle, that is, the natural ten- 
dency which the objeds and rewards of the 
world have upon our minds, totally to unfit 
us for the doiftrine and difcipline of our 
fublime and holy religion. 

That which the world offers to its friends 
is poWer, reputation, andwealth. That which 

our 
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our favlour requires of his difciples^ is. that 
they (hould be humble or moderate in their 
delires of attaining power» contented without^ 
wealth, if fuch is the holy will of heaven> 
^' and feek the honour that cometh of God 
only/' Indeed, if there is one diftinguiihing 
charadleriftic of chriftianity, it is an empty- 
ing ourfclves of our own powers and glo- 
ries, and refcring every thing we are or hope 
for, to the glory of God through Chrift. 

Let us keep this in our memories, as we 
proceed to coniider power, riches, and ap- 
plaufe, as furni(hing us with motives of ac- 
tion ; which they confefTedly do to our youth 
in the feveral purfuits in which they are en- 
gaged ; in the trades and profeflions of life. 

We are very much difpofcd to covet 
power for its own fake, and independent of 
its effecfls : in vice, in trifles it is ilill' engag- 
ing : nay, we love to have the power of doing^ 
evil, where we have not the will to exercife 
it. In fhort, there is nothing men fo much 
covet as power : it feems to be the favourite 
paflion of human nature to fay of every thing 
it fees with pleafure, *' this is mine." In like 
planner, though we labourin vain, we labour 

X 4 inceflantly, 
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Inceflantly, to acquire that part of it which 
lies near us, and appears attainable. The 
prince fighs for a neighbour^kingdom ; the 
peer for an higher title ; the gentLeman 
for another eftate; the virtuoib for another 
butterfly : when \o ! po£[eflion breaks the 
charm more cffoGtudlVy than difappointment: 
we are ftill no nearer fufficiency and inde- 
pendence; there is the fame void and crav- 
ing as before. But, this is not all, the labour 
of acquifition is difgraceful, as well as great 
and uncertain. Before power can be ob- 
tained to' any confidcrable degree, many fub- 
miffive fteps muft be trod, many unjuft com- 
pliances muft be made with the times, much 
fear, and hope, and truft ihufl be placed 
in man, inflead of him, to whom fubmif- 
fion is no degradation, and whofe is ** the 
power, and the glory for ever." And, at laft 
what beneficial influence has power, upon the 
human mind, when gratified ? It certainly 
never made any man better, or wifer : it has 
often reduced its poflefTor to the moft dcfpica- 
ble imbecility and diforder of mind : it gene- 
rally makes him proud or vain. 

When 
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When Nebudiadnezzar had ^ftabliflicd 
his ftupcndous city and empire of Babylon, 
notwithftanding that he had been warned 
by Daniel of the puniffiment awaiting his 
pride, what do we read were his fecret me- 
ditations ? As* he was walking in the raif- 
cd gardens of his magnificent palace, and 
taking a general view of the immenfity of 
his works, he could not help fancying him- 
fclf a kind of creator, and thus communed 
with his foolifli heart ; '* Is not this great 
Babylon that I have built, for the houfe of 
the kingdom, by the might of my power, 

* 

and forthehonour of my majefty ? And, while 
the word was in the king «* mouth, there 
fell a voice from heaven j faying, O king 
TJebuchadnezzar, to thee it is fpoken. The 
kingdom is departed from thee ; and they 
fhall drive thee from men, arid thy dwelling 
fhall be with the beafts of the field, until 
thou know that the moft high ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomfo- 
ever he will/' 

Power, however, be it more or lefs, takes 
away from us, in proportion to its extent, 
the knowledge of ourfelves; and makes 
us fancy we are fomcthing, when we are 

nothing ; 
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nothing; nothing, but finners awaiting God^s 
tribunal in weaknefs, and depending on his 
mercy. 

Our man of the world next looks up to 
riches. But the word of God fays, ** they 
who will be rich fall into temptation, and 
a fnare, and into many foolifh and hurtful 
lufts, which drown men in deflruflion and 
.perdition." Nay ourfaviour fays, " it is cafier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven." This is explained afterwards of 
^* thofe who truft in riches :" but the dan^ 
ger, however, ought to alarm thofe who 
are engaged in the full purfuit of thefe be- 
witching things i for no prudent man would 
run near the'^cdge of a precipice. To raife an 
eftate, or to make a family, as it is called at 
this time of day, many things muft be done 
contrary, at leaft, to the fimplicity of the 
gofpel, though not in the pofitive and diredt 
breach of a commandment. To be frec^ 
fromjapine, and extortion, and fraud^^ amidft 
the feveralopportunities of committing them, 
might be greatly commendable in an hea- 
then : but, to be a chriftian, requires fomc- 

thii\g 
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thing more than to avoid thefe courfes ; it is 
to take their oppofite direction and extreme ; 
to proteft the oppreffcd man, with his pow- 
er ; to clothe the naked, and to feed the 
hungry, .with his wealth ; and this will em- 
ploy the fuperfluity he might otherwife 
have applied to diftant occafions. How 
many families muft he know, perhaps cf 
better degree, though .reduced in fortune; 
where fome of his growing wealth would 
give a glow of joy to all their countenances ; 
would apprentice a fon, would apportion a 
daughter, would relieve the anguifh of pa- 
rental cafe: in: fhort, how many honeft 
feelings muft he fupprefs, which chriftiatt 
tendernefs of heart would fuggeft, before he 
can fay to himfelf thefe horrid words, * my 
ibul, take no care about others: only be 
.thou rich ?' 

Riches, moreover, whether acquired or 
bequeathed, are apt to bring on a ftrange 
forgetfulnefs of God, a truft or depen- 
dance upon ourfelves, and an alienation 
of mind from the humble duties of religion. 
The jewifh lawgiver thought fit to warn his 
people of this 5 •* Beware, Tays he, left when 
thou haft eaten, and art full, and haft built 
gopdly houfes, and dwelt therein; and 

God 
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He will pudi on towards the goal, though 
it be with Csfar, to enflave his country i or 
with Herod, even to encroach upon the ho- 
nour due only to his God. But, if the adi« 
ons thenifelves are praife-worthy, to make that 
their end is to corrupt and fpoil them: and 
nourishes that haughtinefsof fpirit, which, of 

all conditions of the human mind, is perhaps 
the moft repugnant to the favour of God, 
and the humility and iimplicity of the gof- 
pel. " Whofo humblcth himfelf fhall be 
exalted, but he whoexalteth himfelf ihall 
be abafed.*' ** Seek not the honour that 

cometh of men, but the honour that cometh 

» 

of God only." 

. Thefe arc, the three great views that at- 
traft' the world, power, riches, and applauie. 
We have fcen the fatal confequences they 

have upon morals, and ftill more how dif- 

• 

tant the purfuits of them, as the ends of 
life, will throw us from the purity and Iim- 
plicity of the gofpeL Can we wonder then 
at the refolution of the fincerely-cpnverted 
Paul of Tarfus, ^ that which de^d^ mq 
as a man, and endangers me as 2l c^riilian, 
I will npt covet i I vvill fly from;. I will de- 
fplfc/ 

* 
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DISCOURSE XIX. 



PHItlPPIANS III. 8. *. 



AKD DO COUNt THEM BUT DUNG, THAT I MAY 

WIN CHRIST. 

• • . • i 

« 
« 

The mind of man, when it looks round 
upon the things that are before ;t, cannot 
love oppofite qualities in any, or dijfFfering 
ones, in the fame degree. Indeed, it is with 
his intelleft, as with his fenfes; what is black 
he cannot fee ds white; what is bitter, he will 
not reli(h as fweet. He will conflder, there- 
fore; what is agreeable to his health, and 
tohis tafte; he will examine all things, 
and take all circumlbnces into the account; 
and then feledt Tome with approbation, and 
rejeA others with averjfion or contempt. 
. This natural way of proceeding appears 
to have been the conduiSrof our apof- 

tlc 
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tie in the text. The favour of Chrift, and 
the goods of the world were before him : 
each declared to him, " I am thine, if thou 
wilt worftiip me." The goods of this world 
he knew were fweet, Were prcfent, were in 
poflcffion : he then weighed carefully their 
feveral qualities and efFedts ; and, above all, 
the influence they would probably have 
upon his chriflian expedations. Reputation, 
he found, might awaken his vanity ; riches 
might cRoke the good feed with their cares ; 
power might poffibly make him forget that 
he himfelf was nothing: and all of them had 
a tendency to fix him down to prefent enjoy- 
ments, atid to alienate his afFedions from 
the future rewards of religion. He now 
cafts his eyes upon the poor defpifed goipel : 
he fees thfere ** contentment, patience in 
tribulation, hope that tnaketh not a(hamed» 
a crown immortal, incorruptible, that fi- 
deth not away, refervedin heaven for him.'* 
Thefe thihgs. infinitely outweigh cVery 
worldly objedt, without difi)rdering any 
of his ftffediom : he no longer balanees, 
therefore, which of th^tti he ihould em- 
brace : rtby^ the choicefi: blcffings of thii 

world 
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world fade and die in the comparifon : '* he 
counts them but dung, that he may win 
Chrift/' 

But, it will be faid, are power, and riches^ 
and reputation, to be caft from us with fcorn, 
becaufe they are of the world ? Is not this to 
(light its rewards and attradions> to ftrain, if 
not to break, a link in fociety, and thus to 
weaken that mighty chain wherewith God 
hath bound individuals together, for the 
furtherance of many ufcful purpofes, and 
agreeably to defires which he hath implant- 
ed in our natures ? 

This is, in fome meafure, juftly urged:, 
nature .l;as its ties, and the world alfo has 
its claims upon us. We muft confider^ 
therefore, the different relations in which wc 
ftand, and give to every fituation that atten- 
tion, which properly belongs to each. Wc 
were created by God to ferve him, and to 
promote his glory, and the happinefs of our 
fellow creatures, threughout the whole ex- 
tent of our being, and in whatever part of th^ 
univerfe our lot may be caft, or our influence 
may reach. For a few years we are placed in 
this world, and conneftcd with very different 

Y charadters 
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chara6lcrs of men : and while wc are fo, we 
muft comply with their views, to a certain 
degree ; and be helpful to their pleafures, as 
well as our own : but wc muft take efpecial 
care, that we never tranfgrefs the will of 
God, or degrade that nature which he hath 
given us ; which is foon to take an higher 
form, and to txift with him for ever in hea- 
ven. It tinfortunately happens, indeed, 
(pwing to a fuperinduced alteration in our 
original nature,) that thofe gratifications, 
which ate moft tempting in fociefy, greatly 
corrupt the heart ; and that we have a ftrong 
appetite for thefe its allurements, becaufe 
they arc near, and footh ds for the moment, 
though we know, at the fame time, that they 
will unfit us for that future and heavenly ftate 
fo which we are moving. The maxims, 
the cuftoms, and the manners of the world 
in which we are placed, efpecially in the 
higher clafles of mankind, do increafe and 
inrflame this unhappy tendency in our na- 
ture, and feduce us to a dependence upon, 
and aflfeftion for it, utterly inconfiftent with 
that intire corredtion of felf-wili required 
in the gofpel of Jefus Chrift. 

Here,, 
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Hfefe, now, is a manife'ft cppofition of priii- 
ciples, arifing from the different charadtePs 
we arc to fullaia : corrupted nature, as dif- 
playcd in the cuftoms of the world, inclining 
us one way ; and nature, as purified and fub- 
limed by the gdfpel, inviting us to takie 
another road. How then are thefe difficul- 
ties to be reconciled in the individual ? Whrft 
ought to be the matured decilion of every 
chriftian, who is convinced of the truth of 
thefe fcVeral fads ? Certainly neither more 
nor lefs than this : that though, as a man, 
he is ordained toufe worldly things ; he is not 
jperniitted, as a chriftian^ to fet his heart upoA 
them : that he is to go through this worid 
with great caution and felf-government ; 
neither to be governed by its maxims, nor fc- 
duced by its defires, but to take what the 
providence of God aligns him in it with 
contentment and thankfulnefs : to be as rea- 
dy to fuffer adverfity, as to ehjoy profperity, 
if fuch be the will of God ; and to confider 
himfelf only as a pilgrim, aud a ftranget here, 
proceeding on his journey to a better coun- 
try, lie iriufl: refrefli his memory, there- 
fore, continually with the hope of higher 

Y 2 things ; 
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things ; keep up a warm and conftant com- 
munion with God by his word and ordi- 
nances ; mufe of him in his walks, and in 
his rides> in his bufinefs, and in his di- 
verfions ; nay, make him his great end and 
view in every part of this life; his power, his 
riches, his glory. The gofpel fpeaks plainly 
to this efFedl, when it fays, that ** thofe who," 
by their birth, ftation, or the bleffing of God 
upon their induftry, ** poflefs the advantages 
of this world, muft be as though they poffeffed 
them not:" that the man of power muft be as 
humble in his mind, as though he had no 
power ; neither contemning, nor oppreffing 
others : the rich man as fpiritual in his de- 
fires, as little meditating upon delicacies, 
and felf- indulgence, as if he could not get 
them : and he who is juftly endowed with re- 
putation muft be no more puffed up with the 
fenfe of it, than if he was a difciple who was 
defamed and defpifed for the crofs of Chrift. 
Indeed, the chriftian fpirit muft te the fame 
in all perfons ; becaufe, whatever be their 
rank in the focieties of this world, they are 
equally the candidates for a place in heaven ; 
and ought equally to look up to God alone, 

with 
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with the deepeft humility and contrition, 
for pardon and falvation. 

Under thefe regulations, and reftrifti- 
ons of fenfe and temper, we may very fafely 
walk through the world, and difcharge its 
officep as they occur : nay, it is commanded 
us fo to do : we are not to throw away our 
riches, which, we are told/'* are the gift of 
God,*' nor to defert our ftations in fociety^ 
which we know are of his appointment, as 
thinking them fubfervient to temporal ufes 
only ; becaufe, rightly to erhploy our wealthy 
and faithfully to difcharge thofe ftations 
which are affigned us hfere, are among the 
prefcribed ways of our providing for our 
eternal interefts hereafter. 

None, therefore, but an enthufiaft would 
think of difturbing the order of fociety, be* 
caufe the offices, of which it is compofed, are 
much abufed : our endeavour fhould be to 
prevent the abufes, to which they are fo 
very liable, when undertaken merely from 
wcJrldly motives, and to diredt our labours to^ 
fuch an objedt, as fhall be a proper mafter- 
fpring in all our motions, and counteraft the 
xuiflcading impulfes of the world. Such a 
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condu(9: correfponds with the fpirit of thofe 
words which influenced the decifion of our 
apoftle, ** that I may win Chrift." Were 
this delign uppermoft in our minds j were we 
to take all opportunities of imprefling it up- 
on us, which morning-thoughts and devo^ 
tions, and family-prayer, and the public wor- 
fhip of God throw in our way, the moral, 
and civil duties would not be fo rare and 
languid as they are f but, more efpecially, 
when any worldly tranfadion is the fubjeft 
of our thoughts, we (hould put to our- 
felves this awakening queftion^ * Am I 
now ading as one who would win Chrift ?' 
Were this queftion truly and fincerely put, 
the lull of power would fly from the council- 
board ; intrigue and cabal from the fenate j 
falfe witnefs and mifleading of evidence 
from the bar ; fraudulent weight and mea- 
fure from the fhop : the fource of felfifli- 
nefs would be wholly diverted; each " would 
jfcek, not his own, but the things of others," 
and all " the things of the Lord Jefus/' 
Were this dodtrine wrought into a principle 
of adion, the rew^ds of the world would 
lofe th?ir corrupting tendency ; the applaufes 

which 
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Ivhich we receive, would produce only a 
deeper humility ; our power, only a fenfe 
of ufefulncTs ; and our wealth, only a greater 
beneficcmce and attention to the wants of 
others. 

L^t us now liften to the whifpers of our 
chriftian, difcovering his thoughts of the 
public, and others, as they relate to him- 
lelf ; ^* I will not avoid, fays he, the office* 
of fociety, becaufc I cannot defer t any duty : 
but what perioral advantage can the things 
of this world give to me, who am only 
looking for falvation through Jefus Chrift ? 
I have an opportunity, indeed, of making a 
great fortune, and getting into high office 
and power; but fuch things are expeded 
from oje during my continuance in them, as . 
are not conliftent with chriftian- fimplicity. 
I will not lower myfelf, therefore, in the 
<fteem of God ; I will count thafe fplendicj 
temptations, .were they ten times gr^jafer 
than they are, but ** as dung, that J may 
win Chrift." Let me rather employ the 
power and wealth I already have, to the be- 
n^fit of Chrift's members, than feduloufly 
to think of jncrcafing them on my own aa-* 

Y 4 count. 
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count. I recoUedl a worthy man, in tlie 
ihade of obfcurity, whofe virtues want a 
friend to bring them forth : I will try to 
be that friend to the public, and to him. 
I am told of another, who is in diftreffed 
circumftances, and unjuftly treated by a 
man of power : I will hazard my intereft, 
fuch as it is, to do him right. I have juft 
heard of a ft ranger that lies fick in the vil- 
lage : I will go and vifit him for the fake of 
our common mafter. I know fome poor 
diftreffed families who live near me : I will 
relieve their wants, bccaufe God hath com- 
manded it. My enemy, I am certain, hath 
treated me moft injurioufly, and I can re- 
pay it : but I will forgive him, ** that I 

may win Chrift." I have been applauded, 
indeed, and may be further commended for 
doing fuch adtions ; but, '* God forbid that 
I (hould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift." 

Thefe, and fimilar fentiments, would not 
be the momentary thoughts and ftarts only 
of particular tempers and difpofitions in 
men : they would be the regular medita- 
tions of every man who preferred the love 

of 
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of Chrift to fenfuaj enjoyments, ^nd had an 
holy fear and jealoi\fy of being diverted from 
it, by the allurement^ of the world. 

But, it will be anfwered, how fliall fuch a 
temper be maintained in pradlice, how rea- 
fonable foever it may appear in fpeculation, 
confidering the prejudices we have early im- 
bibed, the hopes and fears wherewith we 
are agitated; and the dangerous, becaufe 
only diftantly-feducing principles, and cuf- 
toms, and manners of the world ? 

When St, Stephen was ftanding before 
the tribunal of his enemies, we read that a 
moft wonderful appearance offered itfelf be- 
fore him; ** I fee, faid he, the heavens 
opened, and Jefus fitting on the right hand 
of God/' We read likewife, that it filled 
him with fuch perfedt confidence, and utter 
contempt of things below, as to take away 
^11 thought of fear on account of his accufers, 
and all defire of revenge upon his murder- 
ers ; nay, to fufpend intirely the operations 
of fenfe and paffion, and to abforb him in the 
joys and glories which he had in view. And 
IB not every chriflian as well afllured as Ste- 
phen was, that Jefus will fit on the right 

hand 
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hand of God ; and that from thence, he may 
cxpe<a, with equal confidence, to be fup- 
portcd by his power, and comforted by his 
love ? ** This, therefore, is the vidory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith . " Let 
us beg of God, therefore, " who giveth the 
holy fpirit to thofe who afk him," to ** in- 
treafe our faith :" let us be often, and ear- 
neft in our prayers, and we (hall be enabled 
to be martyrs now to the purity and inte- 
grity, as efPedually as ever Stephen was to 
the authenticity of our religion. 

Religion defer ves, and has ever required 
our whole hearts ; and, particularly, under 
its laft great difpenfation, that " neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 
ties, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, (hould be able to fepa- 
rate us from the love of God, which is in 
Chrift Jefus our Lord/' Indeed, where the 
mind of man is truly chriftian, and enters 
thoroughly into all the fublime views of the 
gofpel, it will hardly be drawn by the body 
to feek its pleafures from things of fenfe, and 
to ftoop fo low as to the grandeurs of the 

worl4- 
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world . From difciples, you will become the 
companions of the Lord Jefus. Some time, 
indeed, muft intervene before it takes place ; 
but the eye of faith makes the tranfition in 
a mojnent. ** Nay, at prefent, we are the 
fons of God, fays St. John, and it doth not 
yet appear what we fliall be : but we know 
that when he fliall appear, we fliall be like 
him ; for we fliall fee him as he Is.'* And, 
furely, this is enough, if we had aconfiftent 
ambition, to make us fit loofe to the highefl: 
offers of the world. 

But, moreover, the objefts of this world 
have been ever fo mifleading from better 
things, that^ from its very beginning, alrnofl: 
every religious charafter hath been kept ten)- 
perate in the common enjoyments of life ; 
hath been checked, and weaned, and often 
brought down to the laft defpondency ; 
doubtlefs, that fuch charadlers might raif© 
their views to the throne of God, prepare 
for a glorious union with him, and form a 
juft judgment of thofe meteors which fliine 
around them, and attract the gaze and admi- 
ration of mankind. 

Under 
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Under the patriarchs, Abraham was com- 
manded, not only to leave his native country, 
and his father's houfe, and " went out, 
not knowing whither he went ;" but even 
to ftifle every fentiment of natural afFedion, 
** he ftretched out his hand to flay his fon." 
Under the law, the meeknefs of Mofes was 
perpetually harrafled by the perverfenefs of 
his nation -, and the hiftories of all the pro- 
phets, are the hiftories of men abftrafted far 
from the indulgencies of the world, and 
unkindly treated by their contemporaries. 
And, under the gofpel, it is particularly re- 
lated, that pur holy founder was *^ a man of 
forrows;" and that his apoftles, and firft dif- 
ciples, were **'deftitute, afflidled', torment- 
ed /' and, in (hort, that ** all who will live 
godly in Chrift Jefus, (hall (fomeway or 
other) fufFer perfecution." 

After all this, does the modern dif- 
ciple of Jefus Chrift expedt to be a gay and 
thriving man of the world ; to lay up com- 
manding ftores of its wealth ; to bear down 
all oppofitipn in it by his power ; to be ad- 
mired for his addrefs and knowledge of Its 
fafliions -, to be applauded for his conformi- 
ty 
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ty to its Cuftoms ; to court its favours ; to 
enter into its fpirit ? No ! if he is really a 
chriftian, he will be poflefled with a far dif- 
ferent fpirit than that of the world : he will 
avoid its criminal pleafures, left they fhould 
contaminate him. He will love to be called 
fpiritlefs, and fevere, and formal, and dif- 
agreeablc, and ridiculous ; for thefe are only 
common and very intelligible phrafes, at 
this day, for one who is meek, and humble, 
and pious, and candid, and contented with 
th« portion which God hath given him. 

In ftiort, nothing can be naturally more 
foreign and repulfive, than the graces of a 
chriftian, and thofe of a mere man of the 
world. The peculiar charader of the one is 
ferioufnefs : that of the other a perpetual 
afFedation of thoughtlefs gaiety. The one is 
always afpiring to power : the other is fatif- 
fied and happy without it. The one is con- 
ftantly indulging his pride ; the other as fre- 
quently improving himfelf in humility. The 
one is daily contriving for his pleafure, or 
revenge ; the other is hourly weakening his 
love of pleafure, and forgiving and praying 
for his moft inveterate enemies. 

With 
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But, paffing over the calls of nature, and 
the aroufed gaities of focial life, Nvhat are the 
fentiments of an hufbandman over his field, 
though his is the moft virtuous of human 
employments ? Diftruft is commonly fown 
with his feed, impatience more commonly 
fprlngs from its failure, and many worldly 
plans of vaft increafc or enjoyment follow 
from its fuccefs. *' I will pull down my 
barns,'* fays the thriving man in the parable, 
" and build-greater ; and fay unto my foul. 
Soul, take thine eafe, eat, drink, and be 
merry." Still lefs virtuous are the fenti- 
ments of the poffeiTors of wit, of beauty, 
or of wealth ; or of houfes, and gardens ; or 
of pictures and furniture, which are fuperb, 
and rarely to be met with in their kind. 
With thefe, poffeffion riots, and caufes an 
intemperance in the very foul ; clofes them 
round with their own importance, and fhuts 
out every pious and humble thought. But, 
word of all is that inflation of mind which 
pufFeth up him, who, by his ftrength, or 
fkill, hath made any great alteration in the 
materials of nature, fo as to form a new, 
complex, and ftriking combination of them 

to 
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to the fancy. *' Is not this great Babylon 
that I have built, for the honour of my 
might, and the glory of my majefty?" Nor 
is this felf-fufficiency peculiar to the foun- 
ders of cities and empires : all the profefTors 
of the imitative arts, have been as eminent 
in all ages for their felf-confequence, 
and the almofl: idolatrous delight, with 
which they have contemplated their own 
works. Thus we fee how the world, even 
in its mod natural and innocent purfuits, 
fteals us away from our better intcrefts ; fixes 
our defires intenfely on frivolous things j 
deadens our feelings to oiir true happinefs, 
the love of our brethren, and the enjoy- 
ment of our God. 

The fuppofition, therefore, in the text of 
the apoflle, (lands good ; that notwithAand- 
ing the world, and its manners, may fit us 
for the offices pf fociety, and make us agree- 
able, and pleafing, and accommodating to 
the prefent fcene, we muft be careful to 
watch diligently againft its taking poffeffion 
of our hearts ; becaufe, whoever is ftrong- 
ly tindtured with its fpirit, cannot pof- 

^ Z fxbly 
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fibly ittibibci at the faihe time^ the diilin'> 
guiihing and contrary qualitibs of a diici-^ 

pie of the humble Jefus. 
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DISCOURSE XX. 



PHILIFPIANS III* 8. 



AND DO COUNT THEM BUT DITKO^ THAT I MAT 

WIN CHRIST* 



It is much to be admired with what an 
utter contempt our apoftle fpeaks here of 
all the eiijoyments of the world. The truth 
is, he had his eye fixed upon a crown of glory, 
and was not to be diverted from it for a mo- 
ment, by the baubles that were ftrewed in 
his way. And, furely, there is fomething 
in this condudl perfeftly fuited to a good 
underftanding, fuppofing piety and . virtue 
out of the queftion. Every man ought to 
take the proper means of attaining the end 
upon which he is determined ; and to defpifc 
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all Icfler goods» however inviting, if they 
would diftrad him inthcpurfuitof that great 
one which he hath made his fixed and deli- 
berate choice. This is the didate of nature: 
but this principle of nature applies itfclf 
with tenfold fprce, when direded to the ob- 
jeft of religion. For in this, if we fucceed, 
we are happy for ever i if we fail, we are 
miferable for ever. And that which necef^ 
farily includes eternity, leaves us fgarce an 
intereft in the things of time* 

One would fuppofei therefore, arguing 
only from fpeculation, that no chriftian 
could pof&bly employ his pains, or.**.fet his 
affedions, upon things below ;* yet, fuch is 
the weaknefs of human nature, that this w^s 
thought neceflary to be made a prohibition 
in every one of the apoftolic writings. And 
iji thofe early ages when they were penned* 
fociety was not grown tp that ft ate of perfec- 
tion, in many inftances, I might call it, of cor- 
ruption, to which it i? now arrived. Riches 
were then but in few hands } ancient man- 
ners were rarely broken in upon j private fa-* 
milies had not the means of vying with each 
Other in e^uipage^ and furniture^ and drefs ; 

nor 
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nor had they time, from their feveral waivti 
iand occupations/ as at prefent, for daily 
vifits and divcrfions. Wc arc now at the 
Height of all thefe things, from the long en- 
joyment of an extenfive commerce, and the 
naturalization of foreign luxuries in ont 
country. Have we not then peculiar reafon 
to take care left thefe feducing things fliould 
cngrofs our hearts, and the love of prefent 
enjoyment grow fo ftrong as to weaken or 
obliterate our delire of Chrift ? There is 
great danger, at leaft, that it (hould be fo: 
the mifufe of wealth is almoft natural; its be- 
ginnings are fo fmall, as to be fcarce percep- 
tible; and the further we advance in it, we are 
the lefs capable of feeling our danger. For 
natural confcience would remind us of crimes 
in our condudt both before and after their 
commiffion ; but an alienation from God, 
which is wrought by degrees, and by means 
fo apparently harmlefs, and fo very engaging, 
is not likely to be marked by the delinquent 
himfelf, though it is clear enough to every 
other obferver. Indeed, it is lamentable 
to obferve, how moft chriftiaris are fwal- 
lowed up in the love of the world, to 

Z 3 a degree. 
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a degree, which they arc not aware of ; to^ 
degree, which diverts their thoughts, their 
converfation, and their plans of life, very 
far from the charader of one who is bap- 
tized into the fervice of Chriil, and hopes 
to be a companion of his mader* 

Let us take any neighbourhood, any town« 
any family almoft, for our infpcdiion. Can 
you any ways diftinguifli them to be chrif- 
tians ? Is the fear of God vifible in their de- 
portment ? Does the love of God break forth 
in their converfation? Is there any pecu- 
liar modefty in their drefs or demeanour ? 
Nay, is there not rather a i&ippancy and pert- 
nefs, and an aiFedation of importance and fu- 
percilioufnefs in our youth ? In how few of 
them, the plainnefs, the fimplicity, the humi- 
lity of apoftolic manners. To be pointed and 
brilliant in thought and expreffion, to be 
forward in judging where one is ignorant, to 
take the lead of modeft worth in argument, 
to iboth the claims of wealth and rank and 
power, and to deride the pUin and fiimple 
manners of our fathers, is the very criterion 
of modern excellence in converJ^tion. Wbilftf 
to have a commanding ihare of the wealth 

and 
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mnd titles of the world, to make powerful 
allianecs, to hav6 a great eftablifliment, to 
live in a round of diflipation, or to extend 
orir plans for making of a family, is the very 
criterion of modern excellence in enjoyment; 
To thefe, the boy is formed from his earii^ 
eft childhood ; the feeds of them are fown 
in his heart ; fo that he is entered into all 
thepurfuits of wealth or pleafure, according 
to the common defcription of them under 
thofe names, before he can poffibly know 
wiiat either of them mean. Ht is taught to 
follow implicitly the cuftoms of the world, 
which arc to regulate his ideas of intempe- 
rance, frugality, honour, decency, and religi- 
on. In (hort, the only thing he has to mind 
is to avoid fingulari ty : for to do as the world 
does, to fay as the world fays, to fee what 
the world fees, and fpend what the world 
fpends, is the demon that has poiTefied almoft 
every individual. 

And ** where is the harm of this, plead 
the man and woman of the world. Our com- 
pliaace, fay they, as fuch, is not a crime j we 
only aflTume the right of pleafing ourfclves j 
^fn fpend our time innocently as well a« 

JS 4 pleaiantly^ 
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pleafantly ; we break, howeverj no poiitiv# 
law of God in fo doing, who will not fure- 
ly punifli us, for only enjoying what he has 
given : while we arc in this world we 
conform to it; when we are in a better, 
we fhall take to better employments/' 

Unhappy man and woman of the .world ! 
Are thefe the beft arguments you can 
produce for afoftnefs and relaxation of man- 
ners, introdudivcof luxury, tending to vice; 
always (hutting out the feverer and ftrnjer 
virtues from common life; often, every 
thing that is ferious and manly ; and, above 
all, driving away piety, the (lay of man, 
irom the focial circle, and chaining her up 
to her churches and altars, if perchance fhe 
is admitted there : fo that God, who ought 
to be in all our thoughts, is not in any of 
them, or at moft only formally acknowledg- 
ed one day in feven by thofe, whom he has 
created, hourly preferves, a;id would fave. 
. But we will examine this condudl in you 
as men, as moral beings, and as chriftians» 

I fhall firft fuppofe you men; that is, 
reafonable creatures. Now, the princi- 
pal mark of a reafonable creature> is a fa- 
culty 
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culty of underftanding and judging for hlm- 
fclf. Having this faculty, he is not to 
be blindly led by others, though a defire of 
obliging may make him comply with what 
is clearly indifferent in its cohfequenccs : 
but, where the great and beaten road mani- 
feftly turns from his proper deftination, he is 
to feek out a ftraiter, though it be a lefs fre- 
quented and rougher path, that will lead 
him fafely to his journey's end. 

Moreover, man is invefted with the invalua- 
ble power of felf-government, and with amoft 
extenfive capacity of acquiring knowledge. 
And (hall he, who is capable of dartmg his 
eye through the fublimc of nature ; capable 
of meafuring the earth, weighing the air, 
exploring the tides, and numbering the ftars; 
capable alfo of advancing fciences, agricul- 
ture, and arts, and of giving an additional 
charm to the face of nature and fociety ; 
fhall he fpend his life in amafling wealth 
which he cannot want, or wear out his 
fpirits in vifits and diverfions ? Shall he, who 
is capable of attaining fortitude, and tempe- 
rance, and all the focial and civil virtues ; fhall 

« 

he fpend his life in the purfuit of trifle^,, 
which tend only to diforder and inflame his 

pafTions ? 
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padlons ? This were to difgrace the author of 
reafon, and to defpiie his gift. It is^ be- 
fides, a law of nature, that exercife ftrengthr- 
ens and enlarges ; difufe weakens, and evea 
annihilates the powers, of any kind, with 
which we are endowed. To follow, there- 
fore, the wretched purfuits of the world 
with eagernefs, and to make them our chief 
and leading ideas, is to weaken the juft va^ 
lue of things in our minds, to confound 
the talent of diftinguiftiing which God hath 
given us, and to grow fenfual at laft in our 
yery notions and underftanding. 

In the next place, you are moral beings. 
As fuch, indeed, you arc very imperfecf^, but 
ftill you keep your eye upon perfcdion, and 
fhould do the beft you can to improve your^ 
fcl ves . This you acknowledge when you fay, 
that in the angelic nature you will aiTume the 
angelic employments. But, if you do not a^ 
up to the powers of yourprefent nature, there 
is little re^foji to fuppofe that you would do it 
in another. For, why fliould you take to 
better employments only in a better world ; 
there are better employments to be met with 
in this, if you had a reliih for them i Go4 

is 
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is to be met with every where ; good men 
may be found out ; wifdom may be difcern- 
cd in every thing, by refledtion and culture. 
Were you in heaven itfelf, your ruling paf- 
fions would be with you : you would retain 
thofe aflfeSions which you cheriflicd here^ 
Now, your minds having contraded a love fcv 
trifles, they are become part of your habit and 
charafter; and change of place will not caufe 
a change of principle, though it will fur- 
nifli the means of better executing previ-« 
oufly- conceived fpiritual defires, 

" You fpend your time, you fay, very in- 
nocently." But, not to obferve that inno- 
cence is no compenfation for duties, there is 
a fallacy, I fear, in the very afTertion, arifing 
from the fuppofition, that, becaufe one day 
fpentin trifles is allowable, therefore, a whole 
lifefpent fo, is entitled to the fame indulgence. 
But many things allowable in a certain de- 
gree, are extremely pernicious when they 
come to exceed it. Wine, in fmall quan- 
tities, is harmlefs, fometimes cordial; in 
greater, always inflammatory, and deftruc- 
tive to the health of man. The fame may 

be 
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be acRrnied of the pleafures of the mind. I 
ivill not fuppofe them vicious in themfelves : 
I will not fuppofe, at prefent, that they mif- 
cmploy your money, or diftradt your atten* 
tion from domeftic affairs : yet, let them 
be ever fo fuited to your wealth and lei- 
fure, and ever fo proper when feldom taken, 
they may be fo multiplied as to be very im- 
proper in the life of a moral being, and at 
laft deftrudlive of the very eflince of moral 
life. By repeatedly winding them about 
your hearts, the threads which were flight 
and trivial in their effedl when fingle, form 
a band, when colledlcd together, as ftrong 
as a cable, and tie you down beyond a 
poiTibility of efcape. 

Inclinations, indeed, may change, and 
probably will : the love of bufinefs may 
fucceed that of pleafurc; and the graver 
trifles, thofe which are more volatile and gay : 
but where the foundation is good for nothing, 
the fuperftrufture can never be worth much. 
Whoever is early poflefled by the fpirit of the 
world, can feldom be wholly emancipated : 
one foolifli thing after another takes pof- 
&(Iion of our hearts, fo that we become, at 

lengthy 
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length, abfolutely incapable of admitting 
piety, or any thing refined and fpirltuaL 
For, it is a certain truth, that as the iron is 
hardened more by the long continued ftrokes 
of a fmall hammer, than by a few flow- 
repeated and occafional ones of the largell 
engine in the forge ; fo a man, by long 
habits and views of worldly things, may 
have his affections fo fenfualized, and his 
modes of thinking, formed by degrees, to 
a temper fo utterly repugnant with the 
ipirit of religion, that he may be further re- 
moved from the kingdom of God, which 
confifts in an intire fubjedtion of our hearts 
to his will, than many notorious violators 
pf his moral laws. 

But, you fay* *' God will not punifli you 
for enjoying what he has adlually given you 
to enjoy." There is fomething fmart iri the 
turn of this fentiment ; but it contains a very 
filly obfervation. God defifes to punifli no 
man, " he is not willing that any fliould 
perifli :*' but he has eft:abliflied a certain or- 
der in the courfe of nature ; he has ordained 
jthat confequences fliall inevitably follow their 
premifcs } which, if men will not regard, 

they 
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they punifli thcmfelves. You might as wdl 
fay, God will not punifli you for dancing up- 
on the field which is to find you fuftenance, 
inftead of ploughing and fowing it, in the 
proper fcafon : but famine will punifti you, 
though he does not. So, if you cultivsitc not 
your mind, during the opportunity that is 
given you for improvement, but let it run 
wild with the weeds and follies of the world, 
you muft confcqucntly lofe thofe virtues, 
which it was expedted you fliould raife and 
perfetft, and which are effcntiat to your fup- 
port, both here and in the heavenly ftate. 
For, it is efpecially to be obfcrvcd on this 
head, that the world, in which we now live, 
is a world of difcipline. . It is, therefore, a 
grofs error, to make it a world of fenfual 
enjoyment. It is, confounding the means 
with the end : for that which is moft plea- 
fant to us when we have attained the know- 
ledge thereof, requires the moft labour and 
felf-denial in the learning. This is parti- 
cularly the cafe in all arts andfciences : and 
is very beautifully obferved in the book of 
Ecclefiafticus, in the defcription of the 
dawhings of wifdom upon the mind of 
yputh, ** At the firfl ihe will walk with 

him 
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him by crooked ways, and bring fear and 
dread upon him, and torment him .with her 
difciplincy until (he may trufl his fou], and 
try him by her laws. Then will (he return 
the fhraight way unto him, and comfort 
him, and (hew him her fecrets." 

There is a regular progrefs, therefore, in- 
ftituted by the father of all things, in mo- 
ral, as well as natural productions : the 
bloflbm muft pufti forth the fruit ; the in*- 
fant muft precede the man ; the contemner 
of the world, the lover of virtue. We comt 
here to prepare ourfelves for degrees of per- 
Icdion, as we can bear them : early difci*- 
piine (hall fit us for philofophy ;^ philofophy 
(hall teach us felf- denial ; and then the fe^ 
vere and mortified baptift (hall lead us on 
to the faviour of mankind. 

But, you fay further, that '* by following 
the track of the world> you infringe no pp*- 
(itive law of morality ; and that it is hard 
to be cenfured for pleafing yourfelvcs in 
things, which, if they are not pofitively al-^ 
lowed, irt likewife not pofitively forbid- 
den/* The objeftion is plaufible, but thi^ 
truth is this ; that, though a trifling and 

fenfual 
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(enfual life is not formally forbidden by any 
one precept, yet it is virtually forbidden 
by them all ; being incompatible with the 
foundations of morality. 

A few refledions, upon any fyftem, would 
juftify this obfervation* The decalogue 
is the ftiorteft, as well as the moft com- 
prehenfive : and the apoflle James hath 
taken the fame courfe of reafoning to 
confute a pretended religionift of his 
time, who claimed the merit of acknow- 
ledging its firft commandment : ** Thou 
believed, fays he, there is a God; thou 
doft well : the devils alfo believe, and 
tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain 
roan, that faith, without works, is dead ?" 
If thou believeft not God, fo as to love him, 
and loveft him not, fo as to prefer his com- 
munion to fenfual or trifling amiifemcnts, 
thou denied by thy life, what thou affirmeft 
by thy profeflions; 

To go on in like manner 5 you, who are 
men of the world, fay, that *' you do 
not worfliip idols/' You fay, well : and, 
perh^s, there is no danger of it, as it is 
not the fa(hion, But is there no darling 
mid cheriflied luft which overfhadpws God's 

glory 



(. 3<59 ) 

glory in your hearts ? If wealthx or picafure 
reign paramouirt there, they are idols to 
which you facriftce, as muck, as the revolt- 
ers of Ifrad did to Baal, while they with- 
dlraw your aflfedions from the only God; 

You may not, indeed^ fwear, in common 
converfation, or commit perjury ina court of 
juftice. But do you not fometimes ufe the 
name of God lightly ; or have you thatpro*- 
found reverence for it, as to bow your heart 
to the lowed pitch whenever you pronounce 
it, and to confider the relation in which 
you (land to him, and the duties to which it 
leads you ? If not, you take Code's name in 
vain. 

You do not make the fabbath, perhaps^i 
a day of common labour. But do you reaj- 
ly make it, what it was intended to be,, a 
day wholly fet apart to God : is it confe- 
crated to that ufe in your hearts : are you 
grieved when it is broken in upon by the 
ihconfideratenefs of others : i« your whole 
fkmrly farmed upon thefe principles P If 
not, you weekly tranfgrefs this command^ 
m^nt of the Lord. 

A a Yo[|i 
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You may not openly infult your parents* 
But do you honour them in all your adlions : 
do you not grieve them by your negleft : 
do you prefer their company to the purfuit 
of your pleafures ; and watch them as care- 
fully in their declining years, as they watched 
you in your helplefs infancy ? 

You are fure that you abhor the thoughts 
of commiting murder. But, would you ra- 
ther fubmit to cenfure, or ridicule, than 
refufe a challenge ? If not, you prefer the 
praife of men to this poiitive prohibition of 
God. 

You would not be guilty, you fay, of the 
adl of adultery. But, do you not often, by 
your courfe of life, give way to freedoms 
which lead to it : do you not inflame your 
thoughts to an excefs, fometimes little ftiort 
of aftual guilt ; fo that the crime is rather 
forborne from motives of human prudence, 
than of refpefl: to the commands of God ? 

Probably, you do not fteal. out of any 
man's pocket. But, to fay nothing of com- 
petition of interefts, do you not often, in 
the courfe of a diffipated life, negledl the 
affairs of others for the fake of your own 
pleafures ? 

You 
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You would not bear falfe witnefs againfl 
your neighbour publicly in court. But do 
you not often, do it in private companies, ei- 
ther through paffion, or inconfideratenefs, 
or the vanity of enlivening or leading con- 
verfation ? 

As for the laft commandment, ** thou 
flialt not covet," having refpedl to the tran- 
fadions of the heart, it will not bear thofc 
fuppofitions, which will apply to the for- 
mer : but every man, not ftridlly guarded by 
religion, knows that he hath broken it con- 
tinually ; and the greater part of mankind, 
every day they live in the world. 

And now let him, who fquares his ac- 
tions by the fafhions of the world, decide 
for himfelf, with what exadnefs he per- 
forms his duty as a moral being. 

But, in the laft place, you are chriftians. 
As fuch, your thoughts, your words, your 
aftions, are to be regulated only by the word 
of God, Caft your eyes, therefore, upon the 
new Teftament, and fee the model that U 
chalked out for you there. See, if worldly 
intereft or diflipation, fuch as you are en- 
gaged in, agree with the views or the feve- 
rity of the chriftian warfare. You will find 
there, that you are not fent into this world 
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to trifle away fifty or fixty years, or tOi fpcnd 
them in the tnoik pleafant manner you can 
deviic for yourfelves, but to " make your 
calling and eleftion fure*' by proper employ- 
ments. You have your confciencc to in* 
form, your paffions to fubdue, your z&o 
tion^ to regulate, your children to teach, 
your dependents to influence, the fick to 
vifit> and the dejedtcd to comfort. You 
are to pray continually, that " you entet 
not into temptation:" you arc to ** work 
out your falvation with fear and trembling:" 
you arc to cultivate habits of piety, refigna^ 
tion to the will of God^ humility, charity^ 
and the love of enemies. Thelc are only 
to be learned by contemplating the examples 
of Chrift and his apoftles ; certainly not b^ 
conforming yourfelves to the follies and 
fafhions of the world. 

Here we are told, that the love of God ia 
to be the ruling paflion of every chrifl:ian. 
But, how is this confident with the love of 
the world ; for the word of God faith, *^ if 
any maji love the world,, the love of the fa- 
ther is not in him ?" And, fuppofing thi* 
to be meant primarily of the idoJatroM. 
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tmftoms prevailing in the ancient world, 
arc thbfe of the modern world more likely 
to form us to the love of God ? What do 
we cortimonly meet with there, but detrac- 
tion, and oftentation, and falfe glory : at 
the beft, a trifling fpirit, a love of indul- 
gence, and an attention to animal pleafure ? 
Muft tyot thefe things divide our hearts, if 
they do not corrupt them ? Mud they not 
formalize pur religious duties, fp that we 
fliall maJce no adive and fpirited progrefs in 
thenk ? Nay, muft they not prevent, or limit* 
the only thing that can make us religious ; 
the communications of the ble^d fpirit of 
God? 

Laftly, the chriftian muft remember what 
is due to himfelf. His charader, is a cha* 
raficr o£ dignity. It cannot be lowered to 
the little views of this world, without great- 
ly diminifliing its luftre. He is ** a light 
which cannot be hid," and mud; be fup<* 
pofed to be engaged in fpiritualizing his af- 
fedtions, and preparing himfelf for the glories 
he has in view. What fhall we fay then of 
a candidate for the favour of God, under 
the gofpel difpenfation, folemnly dedicated 
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to his fervicc, artd fhortly going to appear 
before him, who (hall bepailionately defirous 
of, and flill clinging to fuch wretched trifles, 
as a merely moral man would tread^under 
his feet ? 

Say, then, chriftians, what you will be ; 
men of this world, or the other ; *' you can- 
not ferve God and mammon :'* your ruling 
principle, your leading thoughts will follow 
clofe after your affedlions, be they where 
they may. If you expedk to be companions 
with Jefus hereafter, you muft be fo here. 
You muft be often at your prayers, both at 
home and in the public congregation ; con- 
ftant in reading and thinking of the word of 
God. Theloveof God muft be in your hearts ; 
infinitely more to you than any thing in this 
world, though ever fo refined, and pleafing, 
and valuable. There is no other way of 
going to heaven than that which St. Paul 
here points out : you muft cultivate the 
fpirit of the gofpel, and ** count all things 
but dung, that you may win Chrift." 
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PLURALITIES. 



Th* queftion cdncerning pluralities, pro- 
perly ftated, I think is briefly this : — Whe- 
ther a clerk, without any private fortune, 
may confcientioufly be induced into the 
rights, and enjoy the profits of two feparate 
benefices, of value fufficient to maintain 
their refpe(ftive incumbents ; one of which 
only he can fcrve perfonally, and muft have 
the other taken care of by his proxy ; him- 
felf giving it only an occafional attendance, 
which muft be taken out of his other cure, 

»gd ^s much perfpnal application and hofpi- 

tality 
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tality deduded from that> as is beftowed 
upon his laft received benefice ? 

As to a clerk's holding two adjoining be- 
nefices, fo moderately endowed, as to afford 
only a really competent maintenance, which, 
through the deficiency of his private for- 
tune, he flands in need of; and his health 
and other abilities are fuch, that by an ex- 
traordinary exertion he can perfbnally at- 
tend both the public and private calls of his 
refpedtive cures ; there can be no doubt, I 
think, , with fober people, of the propriety 
of his fo doing, though, there may be great 
blame in the government under which he 
lives, for permitting fugh a cafe to be fup- 
pofed. 

This is the flate of the queflion, if I 
rightly underfland it ; and, . I mufl fairly 
confefs, that it hath had its fupports on 
both fides, from learned and good men ; but, 
to my apprehenfion, the affirmative of the 
cafe hath been more indebted to the learn- 
ing and ingenuity of its friends, than to the 
juflice or expediency of their caufe. 

Learning, however, may mifleadby amuf- 
ing the imagination ; but it can never de- 
cide 
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Gidc a cafe like this, which depends upon 
reafon, not reafoning ; that is, folely upon 
matters of fad and praftice. I will endea- 
vour, therefore, as. much as may be, to keep 
the learned arguments out of fight, and tr/ 
it by the rules of common fenfe and mora- 
lity. I fhall not, at prefent, even produce 
the fcriptures which prove the neceffity of 
perfonal labour in the clergy : they are to be 
met with in biftiop Burnet on the Paftoral 
Care, and, 4oubtlefs, in many other books : 
andj indeed, the beft expofition of them 
is, to prove non-refidence to be in itfelf an 
abufe ill the nature of things ; and, there- 
fore, abfurd, unreafonable, and contrary to 
common fenfe. 

I will now, therefore, proceed iipon this 
. ground; ajjd common fenfe will direft us to 
inquire, what is the end of the minifterial 
employment, for there is the ftrefs of the 
qucftion, and there I fufpeft all the fallacy 
lies. 

But we will, firft, confider employ- 
ments in general. No office, but by cor- 
ruption, exifts for the benefit only, or even 
chiefly, of the man who fills it. A king, a 
prince, a peer, a gentleman 3 a counfellor, 
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a phyfician, a divine; a (hop-keeper, a far- 
mer, and a day-labourer, arc all links of one 
great chain, connected with, and dependent 
upon, the public-good. The nature, there- 
fore, of every office, implies perfonal fcrvicc 
for perfonal emoluments. And though, in 
fome cafes, the indulgence of the public hath 
been fuch, owing to the luxury and difiipa-* 
tion of the times, that an office is permitted 
to be held by deputy ;* yet it was certainly 

intended^ 

* This reminds me of a ftory once current at Cambridge^ 
and vouched for as a fact. The gardener of — — — col- 
lege being dead, the porter applied to the mafter for his 
place ; who tokl him, that he had enough to do inhis (ttx^er 
bufmefs, and alfo, that he was ignorant of the icience 
of gardening. The fellow replied, " Ay, mafter ! butdiirty 
pounds a-year is a very pretty thing ; and befides, t could 
deputize a little." He was difmifled, however, for Ac 
prefent, with a denial of his fuit, but wondered on hdng 
fent for into the lodge a few days after, and accofted by 
the mafter withj — " John ! I fent for you to let you know 
that there is a fcholarfhip vacant : it Is twenty pounds a- 
year in cafh, and commons 5 a very pretty thing ; and wifl 
be examined for in the combination-rooOi this morniiig at 
eleven o'clock. You will not fail to be there." " Aj^ 
mafter ! fays John, but I dont underftand a word of. greek 
pr latiij.: what can I do in this bufmefs ?" — " Why, John, 
I cannot fey that you can do a gre^t deal j but you know 
you can deputize a Imle/' 
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intended, at its inftltution^ to be ferved by 
perfonal application only, with fuch other 
afliftance as might be requifite ; at leaft, as 
long as health and ftrength would permit. 
Nay, the very idea of pluralities in offices 
under the fame department in the ftate, is 
yet* in feveral cafes, confidercd as abfurd. 
What fhould we fay, if we were to read 
the following article in the public prints ? 
** Yefterday a difpenfation pafled the feals, 

*^ to enable the honourable — , 

" younger fon of the earl of , to 

'^ hold his majefty's fhip th« Superb, of 
** which he is captain, along with his ma- 
'* jefty's fhip the Thunderer, vacant by the 

" death of captain , who died at 

*' Ba^h laft week, where he had refidcd for 
•' twenty years, and who was reckoned one 
of the greateft pluralifts in the naval de- 
partment in England; being, at the 
time of his death, captain of two of his 
majefty's fhips of war of 70 guns each, 
a frigate of 36, a floop, a tender at Wool- 
•* wich, a bombrketch, a fire-fhip, a hoy, 
** and a cock-boat," 

** N. B. Mr. Votewell Smallworth, of 

the borough of , and great-^ 

nephew 
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" nephew of Mr. Alderman Smallworth^ 
" it is fald, will be appointed curate of the 
'• Thunderer/' 

There is fomething you will confefs ridicu- 
lous in this fuppofjd paragraph; and what is 
more, the ridicule does not, as in moft cafes, 
flow from the adjuncts, but from the nature of 
the thing. Itarifesfrom fucha purblind and 
limited creature as man, affedting, like a fu- 
perior being, a providence and care beyond 
the little lines of his locality ; which can- 
not but end in contempt of the undertaker, 
and confulion in the undertaking. 

Indeed, I am afhamed to obferve that the 
public eye, as yet, judges with a ftriftnefs 
andXeverity where their perfonal fafety or 
their property is affeded, that has been for 
many ages relaxed, where only their fouls 
h^ve been concerned. Captains commifli- 
ons in the land-fervice 'though no examina- 
tion is required of ability in that fervice, and 

« 

though the commiflion is generally fold, and 
though he is only one officer out of three* 
who have the care of a company,) are notal^ 
lowed to be held by a deputy or curate; 
perfonal fervice is expedted. 

But 
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B\it, indeed, it is the fame if we cart: our 
eye onany ofBces of the ftate; two offices in 
the fame department are very rarely allowed 
to be united. Of his Majefty, it becomes 
me to fay nothing, though he is fomewhat 
of a pluralift ; but, the people of this country 
would fay fomething, if he did not refide up- 
on his englifh cure. Of the houfe of lords 
I cannot fay a great deal j for they, by anci- 
ent privilege, are fuppofed to underftand, what 
it impoffible for them to hear or fee, and 
do vote accordingly by proxy: but, the 
whole houfe of commons are bound to per- 
fonal fervice ; and the office of fpeaker of 
each houfe is a fervice fo very perfonal, that 
any illnefs continued, obliges an abfolute 
relignation. The lord chancellor, the maf- 
ter of the rolls, the twelve judges, the attor- 
ney and folicitor general, are all bound to 
perfonal fervice: ambafladors and envoys 
to foreign courts, admirals and commodores, 
the lords commiffioners of the admiralty, 
the lords of trade, the commffioners of ex- 
cife, and all the numerous officers of that 
board, are all held by fingle perfons, and 
bound to perfonal fervice. Nay, I have not 

heard 
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heard that in the merely honora^ offices o£ 
lords, or ladies of the bed-chamber ; or gen- 
tlemen of the privy- chamber, or the band 
of gentlemen penfioners, or yeomen of the 
guard, or pages about the court, that any 
one perfon was allowed to hold two offices 
in his own department, and have one of 
them fupplied by a curate or deputy, only 
that he might receive the fettled ftipend of 
both. 

If we turn our view from ftate-employ- 
raents to more private trufts, where the pa- 
trons are either corporate bodies or indivi*- 
duals, the end of offices are moft ftriftly at- 
tended to. I will inftance in fchoolmafters, 
phyficians, counfellors, and ftewards. What 
would the public fay if the mafterihip of 
Eton was united, as a compliment, to that of 
Weftminfter; and Dr. » ■ ■ was allowed to 
ferve the one himielf, and fupply the other 
by a deputy ? Nay, what would the elec* 
tor« fay, if the mafter of the grammar-(chool 

at L , was to leave his proper office t4 

the care of a fubftit^te, fome young man 
jiift come from the univerfity ; and fet up 

another fchool at D , by invitation from 

the 
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the inhabitants ; arid ihould refide there, 
under a notion that within fo very moderate 
a diftance, he would take all poffible care 
and fuperintendence of his former fcholars ? 
And yet the diftance of thefe towns is fifteen 
miles (hort of the length of the eccle- 
iiaflical tether. 

Again ; what fhould we fay, if Dr. H 
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was eleded by his refpedlive patrons, phyfi- 
cian to the Weftminfter-Infirmary, and other 
hofpitals within the diftance of forty -five miles 
of each other ; and was to officiate at one of 
them himfelf, and fend Dr. — or Dr.Sangra- 
do to the other ? Or, what, if Dr. F— ,. was 
appointed by the college of phyficians to take 
care of the bodily health of the people of 

C ; and inftead of fuperintending his 

cure, as he has already fo much to do in Lon- 
don, (and being fellow of the venerable fo- 
ciety in Warwick- lane, he fliould be entitled 
to a difpenfation,) he was to appoint Dr. 

G , who lives upon the ipot, to be.hia 

curate, and dedu<£t eighteen fhillings and 
fix-pence out of every guinea received for at- 
tendance, though he never fo much as faw 
one of his C— — patients, or employed any 

Bb of 
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of the profits of thefc dedudions, with which 
he was endowed by his patrons, to the re- 
lief of their wants, by broths and medicines, 
which was one of the reafons for which he 
received them* 

Let us now turn our eye to die law, I 

retain Mr. D for my (landing counfd 

by a very confiderable annual fee, and he as 
regularly fends his curate, fonie hopdul 
young counfellor juft called to the bar, to 
plead any caufe for me in Weftminfter-hall» 
in which I may happen to be engaged. You 
will hardly, I prefume, advife me to retaia 
him another year, after being invariably 
treated in this manner. So that deputizing 
will not be allowed in this department. 

How is it then in the laft cafe I mention** 

cd ? My good neighbour, lord , ht$ 

two llrge plates, with four hundred lo^ 
nants on each, and juft within the dLftanceof 
forty-five miles from one anodier ; many of 
thefe tenants being cottagers^ and feveral of 
diem very poor farmers and liable to break, 
muft be obferved daily, and vifited weekly ; 
their flock muft be examined, and their 
rent fecured ; or elfe my lord^Rufl: abide by 

the 
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the Idfs. He very prudently chufes a Rew- 
ard for cJ^ch eftate, flcilful in accounts, faga- 
cious, aflive, and of the bcft moral charaiSe'r 
of any that he can hear of, and charges them 
to refide conftantly upon the fpot, and to be 
very watchful, that, in fo hazardous an em- 
ployment, no damage enfue. And as thfi 
labour is fo great, and the attention fo con- 
stant, and the prudence fo exa6t, which are 
required in thefe ftewardfliips, upon which 
the incomeof his eftate depends, he gives a 
ialary of three hundred pounds a year to each, 
for the exercife and encouragement of thofe 
qualities. One fteward dies, and the other 
takes his horfe the moment he hears of it, 

and rides away for , hoping, and almoft 

cxpedling that his lord will give him the Sa- 
lary of both, and let him put in fome de- 
puty, of good chara^fler likewife, for fixty 
guineas a year, whom he will occafionally 
vifit, and fee that he does his duty ; for he had 
ferved his mafter very faithfully, and hi$ 
lord had, in return, always exprefled a great 
regard for him ; and, as a particular inflailce 
of it, had told him, of his own accord, to 
fend his eldeft fon to the univarfity, and that 
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he would give the two livings upon thofi; 
cftates, of which alfo he is the patron, to 
the young man, as foon as they dropped, if 
he was capable of taking prieft's orders. But 
his lordfliip's anfwer to his fteward's prefent 
Tequeft is fomething different from what the 
good man expefted. *^ Thefe eftates re- 
** quire the utmoft attention, and are of the 
** greateft confequence tome, and, therefore, 
** muft be refided upon by principals ; The 
great falary I allow. Is for that fervice and 
encouragement. How can I depend upon 
** the man, whom myftewardmay chufe, 
** as I can upon the fteward I chufe myfelf ? 
'* My tenants like wife will not pay him that 
** refpedt and attention; his fuperinten- 
" dance at fuch a diftance will not prevent 
** many inc(5nveniencesIforefee; befides" — 
My lord, I humbly hope your lordfhip will 
confider how long, and how faithfully, I have 
fervedyou, and my Ton has been a great ex* 

penfc to me at the univerfity; — ** Well 
*' I believe you have always been a very ho- 
'* neft man, and your fon is a very good 
** lad; he is preparing for orders; I will 
** therefore, fpeak to lord — , on thurftlay 

" at 
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^' at the levee, and get him prefented to the 

** donative of > in addition to thole 

•* two livings I have already promifed him 
*' on your account," Heaven blefs your 
lordfhip, for your lordfliip's wonderful gene- 
rofity, and goodnefs to me and my poor fa* 

mily ! 

We have now taken a pretty extenfivc, 
and fufficient view of the nature and prac- 
tice of offices in general ; and may come, I 
think, to this cortclufion, that the man muft 
be found for the office, not the office for the 
man ; as they are invariably inftituted for 
a particular end, and the falaries only at- 
tached to them for the more ready accom- 
plifliment of the bufinefs annexed to them : 
if, therefore, the end of the office, be it fpi- 
ritual , or temporal, is not anfwered, the 
office is not executed. Now the minifte- 
rial office was inftituted for the following 
ends ; firft, to declare the terms of the gof- 
pel to the ignorant j and, fecondly, to en- 
force them upon the vicious and inattentive. 
And if thefe ends are clearly kept in view, 
there will be no great fear of our making . 
any miftake in this queftion. 
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It hath been already (hewn of offices in 
general, that there was more dependence 
upon their being properly executed by a prin-* 
cipal, than by a deputy. It now remains to 
be coniidered, whether the miniflerial office 
is of fo iingular a nature, either in its origi-* 
nal appointment, or its fubfequent ufe, as 
to be as properly ferved by a deputy, as the 
man who has folemnly undertaken it, and is 
perfonally anfwerable for it. 

We will, therefore, take an hiftorical 
view df the ends of ,the miniflerial office in 
its earlieft and following application. Thefo 
ends of publifhing and enforcing the gofpel, 
were, at firft, beft anfyrered by fending a few 
plain unlettered men, endowed with miracu-? 
lous powers, to wander over the fcveral coun- 
tries of the then knowii world, and fcatter, 
as they went, the word of the living God. 
Our faviour, therefore, feledled the apoftleis 
for this purpofe, and gave them a charge, 
paoft clear in its commands, and compre- 
henfivc in its nature, ** Feed my fheep/' 
This furely was a perfonal charge. Nay, ib 
far the minifterial office muft needs be per-? 
fpnal ; for no onie pf th? apoftlc^^ only fup- 

pofing 
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ppfing them to have common fenfei would 
covet the labours of his brother apoille^ or 
the watchings, the wearinefs, the ftripes, 
the imprifonrpents^ the deaths^ with which 
only it was endowed. At leaft, if any maa 
had been fo mad as to have defired the addi* 
tion of his brother's office to his own* he 
would have been a little puzzled to have 
found a curate to have executed it. But* 
when the chridian principles, diillep^inated 
by the apoftles, were become general in many 
countries of the world, it was found necef- 
fary for the church to take a new form, 
more fuitable to its fixed and flationary iitu- 
ation. Kingdoms were divided into di^lridts ; 
of which, the larger were called dioccfes, 
and governed by a biHiop ; and the fmailer 
and fubordinate one« vrexQ called parishes, 
each under the diredioa of a minifler. It is 
with thefe latter I have only to do at present; 
^id their oSicc was to baptize ; to adminif- 
ter the Lord's fupper ; to prefide in the re- 
ligious aflemblies ; to pray in behalf of the 
people; to be a conftant watch over their 
manners ; to inilrudt, to rebuke, to exhort, 
Jx)th publicly, and from houfc to houfe, 
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within the diftrift affigned him ; to com- 
fort the afflidted ; to aflift the penitent ; and 
to rejedt the obftinatc and irreclaimable of- 
fender. And the people, in fconfideration 
of the various benefits accruing to them from 
the perfonal labours of their paftor, and that 
he might not be diftradted in his minifteri- 
al vocation by fecular cares and projects, 
made a colIeSion among themfelves, when 
they met in public worfhip, for the main- 
tenance and fupport of their minifter, among 
other ecclefiaftical purpofes. * 

Much, indeed, it behoved them to pro- 
vide a competency for the man who was la- 
bouring continually for their fervice, for the 
labourer is worthy of his hire ; and thefe fpi- 
ritual offices, with fuch various turns and tem- 
pers as every man had to deal with, required 
the continual and greateft: exertion of pru- 
dence and diligence in the facerdotal voca- 
tion. No prieft, therefore, yet coveted the 

care 

* Bingham obferves, that the oblations of ^vcry parifb 
were thrown into a common purfe, and diftributed at the 
difcretion of the bifhop of the diocefe, whofe curates the 
priefts appear to have been j fo that engroffing of parifheS| 
for the fake of the oblations, was impoffible in thefe ear- 
ly times. 
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care of two parifhes, while the ends were 
vifible for which they were inftituted; the 
labour of the office being too great to induce 
any, except the confcientious, to undergo it, 
and the profits too cafual, and too fmall, to 
induce the worldling to fubmit to its re- 
ftraints. Neverthclefs, even in thofe times, 
when the paftoral care was efteemed moft 
perfonal, they had afliftants in their cures, 
fome of which were very large; but what I 
mean is, that they never thought of taking 
parishes to reap a revenue out of the collec- 
tions of the people, while other priefts 
were to have the care of them : nor were the 
people indeed very likely to have confen ted 
to it, while they paid their own minifters, if 
fuch an attempt had been made. 

But, on the donation of Conftantine, and 
other fubfequent endowments by lands and 
tythes, when there was a revenue attached 
to every cure, and oftentimes of competent 
value, the weftern church declined in pu- 
rity of praftice, as (he began to decline in 
purity of dodlrine. The change was ex- 
tremely natural ; for the end of the minifte- 
xial employment being forgotten, both by 

prieft 
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pricft and people, and theflipend being ren- 
dered permanent by law, like any other ef- 
tate, with certain legal or canonical duties, 
as burdens annexed, it was no wonder if^ 
in fuch a general corruption of manners, the 
pried (hould go no further in his duty than 
thofc offices to which he was compelled, and 
the people fliould be, as willingly contented 
with them. The fcriptures, therefore, wcrc^ 
by unanimous confent, laidaiide; the priefts 
faid mafs in a language the people did not 
underftand ; and, by their ignorance, efta- 
bti(hed their own authority to fuch a degree^ 
that all falvation feemed rather to flow frcon 
thcfe difpcnfers of their fevcn facrainents, 
than from the humble and laborious duties 
pf an holy life. 

Now thefe canonical offices requiring nei- 
" dicr an extraordinary degree of piety, pru- 
dence, or learning, any prieft, who was re- 
gularly ordained, could dij(^harge them as 

4 

well as ErafmuS) or Roger Bacoh himielf. 
And as the pojpc's dlfpenfatioq w*s univer-^ 
felly allowed to fuperfcde both our faviour's 
firfl: commiffipn to his apoftlcs, and the fob* 
fequent canons of the church, the natux^ 

confequence 
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confequence was, that fo gainful a praftice 
to theapoftolic chamber, as the fale of them, 
would be encouraged 5 and thefe ecclefiaftical 
eftate8,incourfe of time, wouldbe enjoyed on 
the fame footing as other eftates, provided th6. 
holder of them took care, either byhlmfelf 
or deputy, to have the canonical duties ful- 
filled; Hence, the church of Rome permitted 
her Italian priefts, in particular, to hold be- 
nefices which they never faw ; and all, indeed^ 
as many as they could get, provided they 
paidfor their difpenfations. It is well known, 
that at the reformation in the fixteenth cdn- 
tury, feme priefts held, five, fix, feven ; and 
one^ in the diocefe of Lincoln, held nin^ 
benefipes, 

Thefe prafiices, however, giving great 
offence, the pope foiind it neceffary for the 
credit of his fee, to corred them, iand as 
the corruptions pf his church had already loft 
tim a confidcrable part of his influence in 
chriftendom, he didreform them in the coun- 
cil of Trent. The church of Rome> there- 
jfore, corrupt as it is in point of dodrine, per- 
mits only one benefice to be held by onepricft, 
.agreisably to ancient cuftoin ; except in fome 

very 
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very particular inftances, where the pope per- 
fonally interferes. I think it is an aflertion 
of biftiop Burnet's, that no chriftian church 
in the world permits the contrary at this 
day, except our own. With us, aslfaid 
before, thefe practices gave great offence 
under the popifh regimen, and many good 
men called aloud for redrefs of this enormity, 
among others, at the reformation. Butour 
reformation was but partially carried on : 
Henry the eighth was very willing to aboliih 
the pope's power, but only by fuch means, 
and fo far, as would fecure his own. The 
abbey-lands, therefore, and many of the 
tythes, of which the abbeys; had defpoiled 
the pariihes, he gave to the nobility : and 
to them alfo he granted the power, in con- 
jundion with himfelf, (which formerly the 
pope alone had enjoyed in this kingdom,) 
of giving the privilege or title to difpenfa- 
tions for the holding of two livings. But 
why the liberty ftiould be reftrained to two, 
I fee no reafon : for, if perfonal attendance 
was neceflary, as by the inftitution of Chrift, 
(feed my flieep,) and the pradice of the a- 
poftles and firft chriftians it manifeftly was, a 

prieft 
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^prleft could no more tend and take care of 
two feparate and diftant flocks, than he 
could five, fix, feven, or nine ! 

Upon this a6l, permitting pluralities in 
certain cafes, and reftraining them in others, 
I forbear to make ftudied remarks : not, that 
it lies not fufiiciently open,Jn every part, to 
very fevere ones, but I conceive that I al- 
ready ftand upon fuch firm ground, as to 
make other little advantages of fituation un- 
ncceflfary. For, if Henry the eighth had pro- 
cured a law, that all the livings in England 
might have been held by one man, it would 
certainly have given legality to his title, but 
not in the leaft have fandified the ufe; or 
made it one whit the more conformable to 
pur faviour's appointment, and the ancient 
praftice of the church. Now, I conceive 
that every paftor is, by Chrift's appoint- 
ment, perfonally to labour and attend the 
fheep committed to his care ; to know 
them, and to be known of them ; to be al- 
ways refident among them ; to watch dili- 
gently for their welfare; to embrace the 
' moment of opportunity -, to fpend himfelf* 
and be fpent in their feryice. If he were, 

therefore. 
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individual, who is called to the care of 
them under that power. 

But, this is more fpecious, than folid ; for, 
in this remark feveral things arc taken for 
granted, which ought not to be admitted; 
and, moreover, even fuppofing fuch premiies 
juft, the inference from them would not fol- 
low. For, if the civil and ecclefiaftical powers 
are diflinO: things ; the one flowing from the 
ftate, the other from Jefus Chrift ; the one 
limited by the ftatute-book only, the other 
by the gofpel alfo ; no inference can be 
drawn of fubmiflion that does not fuit both 
codes as well as one. And, if the minifterial 
office was perfonal in its inftitution, (feed 
my (heep,) the fubfequent inftitution of pa- 
rifhes could only methodize and regulate ; 
it could not certainly contradift the original 
appointment of perfonal labour in the clergy. 
The truth is, it did only direft that the 
iheep of Chrift, in fuch a fold, fhould be 
fed, for the fake of order, by one man, who 
vv^as to beftow, fingly and excluiively, th^t 
perfonal labour to which he was bound by 
his general profeffion. Such a ihepherd^ 
therefore, undertaking the care of an addi- 
tional 
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tional flock at a confiderable diftancc from 
that, to which he was firft appointed, (both 
of which he cannot take a perfonal care of,) 
and this only for the fake of a revenue, is 
fcandalous ; and, be it for what reafon it will, 
is an abfurdlty in itfelf, and that which no 
law, upon earth can make otherwife. It 
looks more like entertaining an aflfedlion for 
their fleeces, than any care of the flock, and 
a confcientious fulfilment of the trufl: re- 
pofed in him by the great (hepherd offouls. 
As long, therefore, as we read the charge of 
our great matter when he founded his 
church, " feed my fheep," and not ** (hear 
my (hccp ;" fo long muft we make the 
guarding and faving of fouls the chief end of 
our taking any parochial cur-e. At leaft, if 
we take llich cure, only to hold it for the 
fake of a revenue, and leave the fole care of 
it to an hireling, we vifibly flight the com- 
ihands of our mafter, who will one day exa- 
mine us on this fubjeft, in a court, where 
the afl of Henry the eighth upon the 
throne, with the lords temporal and fpi- 
ritual, and the commonsof England united, 
will be a poor plea for our fubduding, for 

C c private 
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private purpofes, that revenue vehich fhould 
have maintained and fupported upon the fpot 
a true and faithful (hepherd. 

But, we know alfo, that pluralities were 
not an original law of this, or of any other, 
church or ftate; and that they are acknow- 
ledged to be a corruption. The firft time 
we ever hear of them is in the fourth gene- 
ral council of Chalcedon, which was held 
in the fifth century, where they arc fpoken 
of with proper deteftation. Nor do they 
appear to be otherwife fpoken of by the ca- 
nons of the church in the mod corrupt 
councils of the moft corrupt ages, even thofe 
of Lateran, in the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries ; although it was from the provi- 
fion which cenfures thofe very practices, that 
the article of difpenfations was extrafted by 
the canonifts of the church of Rome, and 
which was the foundation of our adt of 
Henry the eighth, in favour of his " fub- 
limes et literatas perfonas."* 

All I would obferye further upon this 
head is, that pluralities are contrary to the 

nature 

♦ The words ©f the canon of the fourth councfl of 
Latemn, containing the exception to its general tenor. 
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Btatufe of offices in general, and to the eh:rii% 
tian office of a minifter in particular : that 
thdy are a corruption introduced in the worft 
times ; a corruption, which even the church 
of Rome, from whence we took it, doth 
not now tolerate;* and which, therefore, 
I conceive not to be fitting for our own 
reformed church to allow, or any confcien^* 
tious minifter in it to accept. 

But now, perhaps, it may be urged, that 
I am too feverc in this matter ; that no man 
in taking another living, propofes to have the 
parifti and people forfaken : nay, it is pro- 
pofed to put in a curate whom the bifhop 
cf the diocefe approves, and one who may 
probably be as learned, and pious, and pru- 
dent, and in all refpeds as fit to take care of 
them as his principal. 

On this head I fliall firft obfervc, that 
every man who takes another living, does 
not intend to keep a refident curate : for» 
taking it for the purpofe of a revenue, and 
often not being emulous of the charadler of 
an apoftlc, he gets a curate at the moft mo« 

C c 2 derate 

t Nay, the gallican church hath declared refidence tm 
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derate price j and, as half a curate Is cheaper 
than a whole one, the parifliioners arc 
forced to be contented with that provi- 
fion which is made for them. But on this 
I fhall not infiH:, though it is a much more 
common cafe than a good man is willing to 
fuppofe : and, what is worfe, it is generally 
pradifed in fmall villages, where a refident 
paftor would be more attended to, and do 
more good than he is able to do in a rich and 
populous town, in the midft of a corrupt 
and conceited people, with all his utmoft 
exertions. 

We will fuppofe, however, that our redor 
of two pariflies is a generous and good man 
to the beft of his ability j that he does his 
utmoft to ferve the cure where he refides, 
and gives a bountiful falary for the due care 
cf the other*. But how can he be any ways 
certain that he fliall get a man who is ei- 
ther able or willing to do the duty of a parifli- 
prieft : he may, indjeed, get a young gentle- 
man from one of the liniverfities, who has 
taken a very creditable degree, and confe- 
quently comes highly recommended, and who 
preaches, and reads prayers, tolerably well ; 

that 
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that is, performs all the public funilions of 
the parifh, according as the law diredts. 
But how few young men will he be able to 
get, who prefer the charadter of a fervant 
of Jefus Chrift, to that of a fmart and ac- 
complifhed young gentleman ; who will re- 
prefs the very approaches to vice by the fe- 
verity of his own behaviour ; who will in- 
ftrudl, exhort, rebuke, with all authority ; 
and who will confider himfelf as p'crfonally 
interefted in the condudl of every man within 
his diftrift, fo as to do his utmoft, by al- 
lurement or reproof, to bring them under 
the yoke of the gofpel. 

The duty of a parifli-prieft, efpecially in a 
country village, where the fmall number of 
his parifhioncrs make it pradicable, and their 
fimplicity of charadcr makes them naturally 
pliant to authority, is, to be a kind of father, 
as well as cafuift, to his whole flock ;'to be 
perfonally acquainted with them all ; to vi- 
fit them at their houfes j to confer with 
them upon their fpiritual welfare ; to put 
pious treatifes into their hands; to lead 
them to the facrament early, as a part qf 
chriftian education; to warn the unruly; 

C c 3 to 



( 4o6 ) 

t^ confirm the weak ; in (hort, to watch 
diligently that no foul be loft within the 
precinft committed to him, through his 
-negligence or inattention. Can a fubftitutc 
be found who will attempt this in the pre- 
font difTipated ftate of ccclefiaftical notions: 
T>r, if he (liould attempt it, would he be as 
likely to fuccecd as a principal ? Surely, 
not ; for fome parts of this duty are not fo 
eafily effeftcd : there needs, perhaps, fome 
of the glare of worldly appearance ; and he 
would not have the fame authority to bear 
hioi out, though he had ten times greater 
abilities to condudl him. Confcience alfo 
would be fuggefting fomewhat of thefe mat- 
ters to a principal, upon whom the truft 
perfonally lies, efpecially as his years in- 
creafe, and opportunities offer : but a young, 
and perhaps newly-ordained, fubftxtute, (and 
he probably changed every two or three 
years,) who might be a very proper perfoa 
for an affiftant-curate, under the eye of a 
worthy principal, will never fo much as 
think, when left to himfelf, of any of thefe 
extra- duties of his fun£tion« 

Let 
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Let us fuppofe, for a moment, that our 
worthy rcftor has been deceived in his no- 
tion of his curate, and fhat he does not 
perform any of thefe extraordinary, but 
I3ece£ary duties of his (lation ; how ihall 
he remove him, without his own confent^ 
if h« fulfils, though ever' fo coldly or un- 
fuitably, its legal and appointed duties 5 of, 
liKileed, if his life and example are^ upon the 
whole, uncdifying, worldly, and unprofef- 
iional ? The cafe is more than probable, and 
very diftrefl3j>g when it happens. A good 
man muft be contented to fee his charge 
all managed ; that charge, the care of which 
he hath fokmnly taken upon himfelf, neg-- 
ledted ; and thofe fouls fcattered and Ipil^ 
for whom Chrift died. I know but of one 
way how he can extricate himfelf out of this 
dilemma ; which, as it never was pra^ifed 
within my knowledge, I fuppofe to be more 
diftreffing than the difficulty itfelf ; and itha^t 
is, to refign the living, if it be a fmall ones 
or pay another curate, difmiffing the fervice, 
but not the falary, of the firft, if it be a good 
one. 

C c 4 Th« 
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The lafl: argument I ftiall ufe againft 
pluralities and non-rcfidence, will bear 
hard upon any man, who confiders only 
the relative duties of life, even fuppofing 
that he has no piety to God, or regard to 
the inftitution of the miniflerial office ; and 
that is the refpedt that is due to the ufes for 
which the founders of thefe donations in- 
tended their refpedlive benefadlions. Every 
good man makes a confcience of fulfilling 
the bequefts of the dead, (even when they 
are but trifling in themfelves,) ^nd more 
cfpecially when they are enjoying a very 
valuable consideration for fo doing ; the 
failure, in fuch a cafe, is defervedly confi- 

dered as a breach of all honour a^d commoti 
honefty. Now, though thefe benefices 
were, for the moft part, founded in very 
ignorant times, and by fuperftitious people ; 
yet, fome things the founders intended 
which certainly were not fuperftitious : nayj 
oa ihe contrary, duties very favourable to the 
improvemeat of piety and good manners ; 
and thefe it would be bqth decent and ho-- 
nourable to obfervc. 

Among thefe, it was one of the bene- 
ficial purpofes of their foundations* that 

the 
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the manfe (hould be lived In by the pa- 
rifti prieft; fhould be maintained, and kept 
in good repair, always fit for the recep- 
tion of a fucceflbr ; and that the in fide of 
the houfe alfo fliould be made warm with 
fuitable hofpitallty, for the convcniency of 
the rich, and, more particularly, for the 
comfort .of the poor. However, at all ad- 
ventures, the reftory of was no tfo amply 

endowed by Sir Aubrey de , and dame 

Mary his wife, that the redlor might have a 
finer pair of horfes to his carriage, or even 
keep any carriage at all ; or for a fervant 
more than was neceflary at his table ; or for 
journies of pleafure j or for luxuries of any 
kind, to be drawn from this additional re- 
venue, while the poor of the place want the 
common comforts of a gentleman's family 
among them. When any clergyman has 
neceflaries, and the decencies befitting his 
ftation in life, and can put his children, if 
he has any, in fome reputable fituation in 
the world, not raife fortunes for them out 
of his preferment; and can leave his widow 
^ competent maintenance, fuch as will 
pwint^ia her with frugality, not in afflu- 
ence i 
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cnce ; when fuch an one greedily catches at 
an increafe of income out of another living, 
he certainly afts contrary to the end for 
which the endowment was made, and con- 
trary to the mind, if he could now learn it, 
of the pious founder. 

But, let us retouch thefe confiderations of 
repair of the manfe and hofpitality. It will 
be faid, for the fir ft, that the archidiacdnal 
vifitation is provided to fccure the conftant 
continuance of a proper repair ; and, more- 
over, in cafe of its defedt, that there lies an 
action at law againft the executors of the 
pluralift who had negledted to do this part 
of his duty. The law-books, indeed, do 
tell us, that it is a principal part of the bu- 
finefs of an archdeacon to fuperintend all the 
ecclefiaftical manfes in his archdeaconry; 
and that he is, at his vifitations, to examine 
them, and give an order of repair where he 
fees a defedt ; and is to take care, befides, 
that it is complied with ; and certainly, as 
they affirm it, we are bound to believe 
them : but this I can fay upon my own 
knowledge, that if the redory-houfe upon a 
forfak^n living was not repaired till the arch- 
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deacon of this diftrid gave his orders for 
that purpofe, it ^ould be more likely to 
bury in its ruins the poor cottager and his 
family, who are thruft into it for want of 
better tenants, than to receive the new rec- 
tor and his family when he came to tak« 
pofleffion of his cure. 

Bat it is trifling to infift upon the defec- 
tive and precarious repair of the beft-dif- 
pofed and moft diligent archLcacon j or on 
the damages granted by the moft liberal 
court for repair of a ruined manfe, after all 
the trouble and expenfe of fuch an applica- 
tion. We all know the difference between 
a legal repair, and thofe thoufand little con- 
veniences which will be found in a houfe 
and place juft vacated by one gentleman's fa- 
mily, and ready to be entered into by ano- 
ther. In the one, nothing is wanted but a 
little cleaning ; even the neatnefs of orna- 
ment, except where the incumbents are very 
old, have generally kept pace with the fa- 
fhion of the times : of this, we fee daily in-* 
ftances, in this luxurious age, without any 
principle of regard to our fucceflbrs. But if 
a houfe flands empty twenty or thirty years, 

or 
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or with nobody in it but a poor cottager, 
or a fanner, or, at beft, a curate and his fa- 
mily, (and, by a fucccfSon of pluralift poffef- 
fors it may continue fo much longer,) it will 
not only want thofe continual improvements 
which a refident redor, as a gentleman only, 
would have given it ; but, for want of at- 
tention and regular airing, it will contrad 
that fullen; gloomy, and inhofpitable air, 
which its proper inhabitant only can dif- 
perfc ; and wafte, and decay, will infenfibl^ 
pervade the ftrudture, and its environs, not- 
withftanding the yearly furvey of the mafon 
and the carpenter, (if they (hould chance to 
be fo employed by our non-rcfident redlor,) 
as to what is called neceflary repairs. But on 
this head I (hall enlarge no further, leaving 
other doubts to be fettled by a jury of cler- 
gymen who have fucceeded, with a view of 
refidence themfelves, to the dilapidated 
hotrfes of their pluralift-predeceflbrs. 

With regard to hofpitality and alms ; of 
the firft, there muft be a total defe<3: ; and, 
of the fecond, we can never be certain that 
it is properly and prudently fupplied- For 
thefe depend upon conflant refidence^ and a 

regular, 
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regular, well-judged fupply of fome of the 
neceflarics of life, at fuch times as will do 
moft good, and in fuch manner as will do 
leaft harm : for all charities are not equally 
commendable, and fome, perhaps, are very 
blamable. When they are partially, or even 
haftily diftributed, they encourage idlenefs, 
and deprefs induftry : but when given by 
. the hand of a prudent refident minifter, who 
is pcrfonally acquainted with the merits and 
the wants of his poor neighbours ; and drop- 
ped gradually upon them, like the dew of 
heaven, they roufe, by their feafonablenefs> 
th'e finking hearts of the induftrious ; they 
prepare the mind for better qualities ; they 
conciliate the good-will of theparifhioners; 
they keep up, and fupport continually, the 
authority of their paftor, and make his lef- 
fons of inftrudtion pleafant, and his labours 
doubly attended to. And thefe, the paying 
five times the money by a non-refident cler- 
gyman, will not be able to effedt. 

I will not now mention the great advan- 
tage arifing to the ftate from the refidence of 
country redlors and vicars upon their pariflies : 
but it is no fmall benefit to civil fociety 

to 
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Let us Aippofe only, that one man^ or one 
woman of this additional diftrift, had fallen 
into finful courfes, till they had been fixed 
into a habit, whom my paftoral care and 
authority, by being conftantly refident a- 
mong them, hearing the rumour of the day^ 
vili ting them in their houfes, meeting them in 
their fields, and watching their manners, 
their motions, and their looks, might have 
reclaimed with eafe in the beginning, and 
fixed in an orderly. If not a religious life: 
let us fuppofe only that one child had 
wanted inllruftion, through the negligence 
of my fubflitute, till he had grown hardened 
by evil company, and too far advanced ta be 
made fenfible of his error by all the argu- 
ments and advices I could ufe : my fubfti- 
tute would indeed have been very blamable, 
but fhould I have been lefs fo ? I am rather 
afraid that I fliould have been the mod 
blame- worthy of the two. It would have 
been me who undertook the fpiritual care of 
thefe people: I ought, therefore, to have 
taken care of therri perfonally, according to 
what I thought my duty required. My cu- 
rate, perhaps, might have had lefs ftri6t 
notions : it is certain they are the more 

common^ 
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common, and therefore the moreh'kely to be 
adopted by him. For, now-a-days, men 
judge of the obligations of church- employ- 
ments by the legal duties attached to them, 
not by the duties impofed, and ingrafted into 
their very nature, by the gofpel of Jefus 
Chrift. 

Hence arifes both the great fallacy of . 
this queftion, and the perpetual mifchiefs " 
of the fubjedl matter of it to the church. 
For, one bad confequence certainly attend- 
ing the permiffion to hold two benefices is, 
the giving the clergy themfelves i^ean and 
inadequate notions of that moft important 
and extenfive of all duties, the paftoral care. • 
When the law fays, that in order to the 
difcharge of the duties of a benefice, the 
reading of the common -prayer, and preach- 
ing, by principal or deputy, are all that are 
necefTary on fundays ; and marrying, bap- 
tifing their children, and burying their dead, 
are all that are neceflary on week-days j the 
incumbent-clerk, be he principal or curate, 
but more cfpecially the latter, if he is a 
young man, does not often think it needful 
to go beyond the conftitutions of his coun- 
try, or look up to that original and prior de- 
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fcription of the duties of his office, which 
he muft have read in the gofpel of Chrift ; 
** to feed the flock of Chrift" committed to 
his care, according to their feveral wants, 
and his beft abilities j to ** go about fron^ 
houfe to houfe ;" ** to be inftant in feafbn^ 
and out of feafon ;" " to preach, to exhort, 
to rebuke;" in (hort, to guard them by every 
prudential means from the contagion of 
vice ; and to endeavour, daily and hourly, in 
the church and in his houfe, in his walks 
and in his rides, in his moft adlive employ- 
ments and his moft retired meditations, to 
be able to appear with them, arid to ftrive 
that they may be able to appear with him, 
^t the tribunal of the Lord, blamelefs. 

But, alas ! can he who has taken fo great 
a truft upon him, as a cure of fouls, be 
blamelefs ? Np ! after his beft endeavours 
have been employed, he muft have a thou- 
fand negligencies and perverfeneffes of con- 
dudl to anfwer for, when the books are 
opened, and he ftands before the great 
fhepherd and bifliop of our fouls. The 
jnoft diligent paftor will find work fufficient 
for all hi? diligence in one cure, if he at- 
tends 
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tends upon it as he ought. Nay, mattfif 
enough for repentance, even in that: he 

« 

need not ftrive to increafe the charges a- 
gainft himfelf, and for the fake of the addi- 
tional tythes of another parifli, perhaps be 
anfwerable for the lofs of fome of thofe 
foul§ of which it is compofed, and counter- 
ad, as it were, the preaching of the gofpel. 

To conclude, therefore, with the fenti- 
ment which ftruck me in my youth, and 
which, I think, I fhall retain as long as I live. 
How unfuitable is this whole condudt, of 
ivhich we have been difcourfing, to the office 
and charadter of a minifter of Jefus Chrift ! 
to be telling his people, in every fcrmon, that 
the world is nothing, that we are '* to raife 
our afFedions above it," and only to " be 
ftrangers and pilgrims in it," and yet to be 
ufing fuch means for the obtaining an unne- 
jceflary portion of it, as are vifibly productive 
of many very bad confequences, and can 
Jiave no other motive in him than the mere 
Jove of gain. 

The anfwer of John of France to his no- 
bles, when they earneftly importuned him, 
for naany reafons of ftate, not to return to 
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his imprifonment in England, is always 
fpoken of as oneof themoft beautiful traits 
in modern hiftory ; " If integrity" faid he, 
** was baniflied by all the reft of the world, 
it ought to be found in the words and aftions 
of kings." The anfwer was of rank, equal 
to the man : but, furely, it is no lefs fuitable, 
no lefs becoming, no lefs efTentially neceffa- 
ry in the mouth and aftlons of a minifter of 
Jefus Chrift. Generofity, difintereftednefs, 
and contempt of the things of this world, 
ought to conftitute our charadters : we ought 
to be willing to fubmit to fome temporary 
inconvenience, for the fake of advancing 
the credit of our mafter. How then can 
we defcend fo low as to feek for fuperflui- 
ties by fomething very oppofite to iimplicity 
of condu<3:, and in the very reverfe of that 
felf-denial we recommend ?" •* Having food 
and raiment," the decencies, not the ele- 
gancies of life, *' we ought to be content," 
and thankful. A life of ftudy, and piety, 
and ufefulnefs, is moft efFedually cultivated 
hy a moderate enjoyment of the things of 
this world : for a too great fulnefs of bread 
is oftentimes a curfe, as well in the uie, 
as in the manner in which it is procured. 
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Thefe are truths, of which I am well a(*- 
fured by the obfervations which I have al- 
ready made in life. I have not often found a 
clergyman more mortified in his fpirit, and 
more diligent in his vocation, by his becom- 
ing fo rich as to be, what is called, greatly 

above the world. For then engagements 
of another nature begin to appear neceffary, 
and many other employments encroach upon 
his proper fundlion. Independence is in- 
deed greatly defirable, and even laudable in 
the defire : but that is rather to be found in 
frugality and abftinence, than fought for in 
the abundance of the world. The provi-^ 
dence of God is better for us than our beft 
care for ourfelves, let us only praftife vir- 
tue, and truft in him, and we (hall not feel 
want. Let the man who is wifhing for ano- 
ther living, rife up immediately, and vifit 
the fick and the afflidted of that, of which 
he hath already poffeffion : that employ- 
ment will give him other thoughts, and 
God's blefling. Let him afk himfelf, if there 
are no ignorant or vicious perfons within his 
prefent cure, upon whom he may exercife his 
fuperfluous attention. If he is in want, let 

him 
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him retrench fome luineceiTary expenfe : let 
him cultivate his glebe with his own hands, 
rather than filch a revenue from another's, 
lift him recoiled, in the hour of his def- 
pondency, how many of his poorer brethren 
are unprovided for with one benefice : and, 
if he has either humility, or humanity, he 
may give a better current to his meditations* 
May we ftudy, therefore, to fit ourfelves 
for the work of our m^^fter, rather than to 
engrofs the lucrative offices in his church ! 
We ihall one day, perhaps, not lament that 
we were in fp private a flation : the hour is 
rolling on with a filent^ though a fteady, 
pace, when, if our trufts and our revenues 
have been confiderable, as confiderable a re- 
turn of labour and duty will be expeded : 
Vjrhen we muft be anfwerable for the talents 

we have received ; when, not the meafure, but 

•V > 

the application of them will be rewarded 
by our Lord Jefus Chrifl:* 
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